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Words from Editors

Welcome to the ICU Rotary Peace Center newsletter. The second issue of 2015 comes in a time of change. While class XII are finalizing their thesis and 
packing their experiences, we already welcome class XIV that soon will be landing in Tokyo.
For us, fellows from class XIII, the Applied Field Experience is our major concern. Very soon we have to depart from our already stable life in Tokyo and 
venture ourselves into a new journey of learning by doing in new lands. From classroom and papers, we will go back to the real world and try out our newest 
knowledge and skills learned in our Peace Fellowship so far. It’s time to make decisions, move forward and test our capacity as peace makers. This comes with 
mixed feelings as we say goodbye to our senpai and support the fresh-fellows to accommodate themselves in this unique city. 
Somehow we are managing to deal with it all and still produce papers and attend classes as our spring term is at full speed.
Preparing this newsletter made us realize that we have already been halfway through this journey. We have already experienced so many things in Japan. We 
have already changed, learned and created life-lasting ties. However, we have the feeling that the best is yet to come. 
Inspired by the beautiful sakura blossoming we prepared this issue with lots of love and we hope you enjoy reading it. We will be very glad to receive feedback 
and comments from our readers.

With love, 
Class XIII

rpf.classxiii@gmail.com
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Message by Osamu Arakaki, Associate Director, Rotary Peace 
Center
I am delighted to serve the Rotary Peace Centre. I am professor of international law at ICU. Let me introduce 
my background briefly.
I was born and raised in Okinawa. I witnessed Okinawa’s reversion from the US occupation to Japanese 
administration in 1972. I experienced the huge consequence of the change of international relationship 
affecting the local people. Perhaps, it was this memory when a boy that led me to draw my interests in “peace.”
Once completing my studies at a law school, I entered the world of practice right away. I worked as an officer 
of international legal affairs at the UN organisation. Then, I was fortune to gain the opportunity to take part 
in international development assistance at JICA. With these experiences, it was more than decade ago that I 
made my mind to take up the career as a university professor.
Even to this day, however, the difficult task of facing the victims of violence, while exploring the possibilities of 
international cooperation with each nation’s interests in mind, exists as the backbone of my 
academic and educational activities.
I really look forward to working with you.

Farewell to Masaki Ina, Former Director of 
Rotary Peace Center
Our deepest gratitude to our Sensei and Director Masaki Ina

After so many years of service, Ina-sensei has to leave us and endure the next 
challenges of his life. Certainly, he will be remembered by many ICU students 
that have undertaken his classes and advices. Notwithstanding, for the Rotary 
Peace Fellows, Ina-sensei will remain in our hearts as the leader that made 
the Rotary Peace Center in Japan possible. He has guided for over eight years 
this special program that has always offered the best of ICU for us. We feel 
very privileged to have been represented by Ina-sensei as he made the best 
efforts to always improve the Rotary Peace Fellowship in ICU. He witnessed 
so many classes of Peace Fellows come and go. He assisted and encouraged 
the dreamers to go further, to study hard and follow their dreams. He shared 
knowledge, ideas, passion and peace. He saw many peace fellows flourishing 
as professionals and turning into real peace makers. None of us will forget his 
commitment, his friendship and contributions. With the deepest gratitude, 
all ICU Rotary Peace Fellows wish Ina-Sensei great years ahead and that he 
enjoys the deserved time of retirement.

Peace as a Process
Giorgio Shani, Director, ICU Rotary Peace Center

It is a great honor to have succeeded Professor Ina as Director of the Rotary Peace Center at International 
Christian University. I learned a great deal through working with Professor Ina and was struck by his humility, 
humanity and his profound commitment to making the world a better place. These are traits to which we 
can only aspire and which we seek in Peace Fellows. He will be profoundly missed. However, I greatly look 
forward to working with Associate Director, Professor Arakaki, and Ohno-san to continue Professor Ina’s 
good work in improving the Rotary Peace Center. 

In particular, I would like to outline the areas in which we can collectively make an improvement. The first is 
to strengthen the academic component of the course. The 2014 Rotary International site visit highlighted the 
progress which the Center has made in upholding rigorous academic standards. A course evaluation survey 
was introduced for the required course, Peace and Conflict Studies I, and will be extended to other Rotary 
core courses in order to gauge the level of Fellow satisfaction with the existing program. A successful Thesis 
Defense Peer review seminar was also held just before the submission of the final theses and I was impressed 
by the quality of the theses of Class XII. We are very fortunate indeed to have had the opportunity to advise 
Class XII and I would like to wish them success in their chosen careers. It has personally been an honor to 
have been involved in their selection and we have greatly benefited from their pro-active involvement in the 
ICU community.

Second, through the Rethinking Peace Studies initiative, funded by the Japan ICU Foundation with the collaboration of the Center for Genocide and Human 
Rights at Rutgers University, we hope to strengthen the Peace Center’s research profile internationally. Two successful seminars have already been held at 
ICU and New York with a third scheduled in a post-conflict society, Sri Lanka, in November. The final area in which we can bring about an improvement is in 
facilitating greater dialogue between academics and practitioners. As Center Director, I hold office hours for Peace Fellows and wish to encourage an ongoing 
dialogue between the Center Directors and Fellows because collectively we are the ICU Rotary Peace Center. The final conference of Rethinking Peace Studies 
is scheduled to be held at ICU next June and will bring together distinguished participants from different fields. We hope that this will be preceded by the Rotary 
Annual Seminar. This will give participants a chance to learn from and interact with Fellows and vice versa. For, peace is a process which can only be facilitated 
through a dialogue between practitioners and academics. Kiyoshi Togasaki Memorial Dialogue House is a fitting venue to bring this dialogue about.
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Freedom Day
by Rebecca Simms

The South African Ambassador, Dr. Mohau Pheko, is a woman of great presence. Recently I was 
honoured to have celebrated the 21st anniversary of South Africa’s Freedom Day at her residence. 
Although a day of celebration for democracy and liberation, her speech reminded us all of the 
great tragedies her country had suffered through apartheid. A tragedy of mankind.

Three Japanese high school students shared short stories they had prepared on their thoughts 
of this far away country. One in particular stuck with me; the young girl spoke of her concern 
over ever having the chance to live in a world without prejudice if we don’t prioritise human 
connections. Foul play will continue if people from other countries, cultures, ethnicities, genders 
and ages do not allow people different to them to have a face in their minds. Beyond that, we need 
to build friendships. In her view, these connections are vital.

With that in mind, I look at the Rotary Peace Fellowship and realise that human connections are at 
its very heart. Here we are, a group of people from 12 different countries, living in Japan. Who, for 
a portion of the year, have to go and work in a country other than their own. The amount of human 
connections we alone have created must be vast. Our journey has brought faces to many different 
cultures and kinds of people and spread them around the world.

I want to thank Ambassador Pheko for not letting us forget the dark corners of our past and for 
giving the youth of today a platform to be heard. But I also want to thank those nervous young 
students who shared their fears and their dreams with us to remind me why I am here, and why I 
am proud to be a Rotary Peace Fellow.

Our Issues

3



For some, Peace means Freedom from Fear of Nuclear Disaster
by Surbhi Khyati

This spring, one of the most memorable evenings for me was witnessing the people’s protest against nuclear plants in Japan. One of my friends, Mr. Kumar 
Sundaram, who is an anti-nuclear activist in India, was visiting Japan. With him, I got the opportunity to visit the Communist party of Japan’s office and meet 
one of its leading politicians, Mr Fujino Yasufumi, on March 27. We then went to the camp on one corner of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 
(METI) building in Tokyo, which was an illegally occupied camp by 
people protesting against Nuclear Plants. 

Standing there were a couple of very old ladies and gentlemen, 
who ran the camp, printed posters and distributed batches, 
attempting to raise awareness about nuclear disasters. Some of 
them were from Fukushima and had witnessed the aftereffects 
of the 2011 earthquake in its nuke plant. The banner above 
the camp read “NEVER FORGET FUKUSHIMA.” Some of these 
protestors then joined us in the peaceful protest that happens 
every Friday evening in front of the National Diet in Tokyo since 
2011. 

People from all walks of life join this protest, including Buddhist 
monks, politicians, Fukushima survivors, musicians, and other 
office-going professionals. Apart from indulging in anti-nuclear 
sloganeering, the protesters are also very creative in their show 
of resistance. Some light candles with anti-nuke posters, others 
have bands playing revolutionary songs. But for all of them, peace 
means freedom from fear of nuclear disaster. Compared with 
India, where even peaceful anti-government protests are loud 
and clamorous, it was an amazing experience to witness this quiet 
but firm protest of Japanese people against their government and 
against nuclear plants. 

Comfort Women
by Min Shu Cheng

One of the most valuable skills that one can cultivate in the academic setting is critical thinking. Due to taking a course called “Anthropology of Gender,” I had 
the chance to visit three different institutions: Yasukuni Shrine, Women’s Active Museum on War and Peace (WAM), and Pinatto, a local NGO in Mitaka city 
that affiliates with Lola Net, the initiative that supports Philipino survivors. Each visit was based on the intention to explore the controversial issue of comfort 
women.

Through the field experience, I explored how each institution looks at and interprets the issue differently. In Yasukuni Shrine, national pride was emphasized 
throughout the whole guided tour. Although the history of war was introduced and the people who sacrificed their lives were commemorated, the comfort 
women issue was not mentioned at all. On the contrary, in WAM 
and Pinatto, the personal histories of former comfort women 
were the main issues. Indeed, with government’s constant and 
intensified attempt to deny its military’s involvement in the 
‘forced’ recruitment of comfort women, the personal narratives 
of former comfort women serve as a hotspot to challenge the 
truthfulness of the nationally constructed macro single-story 
narrative.

During the process, I realized that there is no single truth but 
instead, only multiple realities that different people experience. I 
also see the power relations between the national discourses and 
survivors’ personal narratives. Moreover, as a female foreigner 
who carries my own cultural and historical baggage in relation to 
the issue, I cannot help but think what we can do in the post-
conflict situation to restore justice and peace. 

I believe that peace means different thing to different subjects. 
To a nation, to a soldier, or to a victim/survivor etc., peace has 
different representations. What former comfort women want is 
an apology and recognition of the suffering that they have gone 
through. Civil society organisations in Japan currently stand up 
for them in solidarity even if it contradicts with government’s 
official statement. To me, although the road seems rocky, I believe 
we are on the way toward peace.
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The Vagina Monologues in Tokyo
by Caitlin Dimino

Through Tokyo’s cold and rainy winter an international community of women, Rotary Peace Fellows, ICU students, and other colleagues gathered to 
coordinate and to perform The Vagina Monologues in English and in Japanese. 

The Vagina Monologues is a collection of empowerment oriented monologues written by Eve Ensler that is based on interviews with hundreds of women 
about sex, relationships, and violence. Each monologue was artistically interpreted by a performer or performers to share sentiments including grief, 
resilience, humor, sexuality, struggle, pain, perseverance, and power along with the information and the complex experience represented in the script. 

Similar performances and related events occur during the month of February all around the world to raise awareness about women’s issues. In that sense, our 
work connected to greater efforts of hundreds of thousands of other women globally. 

To share our work with different communities in Tokyo, we held one performance on ICU campus and another two performances at The Pink Cow in 
Roppongi. Proceeds from the events were donated to a local shelter for women and children called Housing in Emergency of Love and Peace (HELP). 
Participants and attendees were fortunate to welcome and to hear from the director of HELP who spoke on the work of the organization, the meaning behind 
the work, and about the important contributions of volunteers. 

The Vagina Monologues in Tokyo was initiated by Class XII Peace Fellows last year, making this the second annual set of performances. For me, the 
opportunity to collaborate with this community made winter warmer and more meaningful. I am looking forward to gathering again next winter to engage in 
the process of creating and sharing another version of The Vagina Monologues. Hope to see you there!

Our Issues
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Humanitarian Response Training for Rotary Peace Fellows
by Jeya Murugan

Over the last two decades, the humanitarian response to emerging disasters, including armed conflict, have furthered human displacement and added to 
already complex situations. Each response needs multiple actors timely support, including military and the local communities. The humanitarian workers 
continuously face many challenges in responding to such conflicts, dealing with insecure environments that demand multiple sets of skills. With this in 
mind, a new approach to training humanitarian workers including keeping up to date on new and evolving standards and guidelines, new terminologies, new 
knowledge products and multiple and complex coordination platforms are vital for humanitarian response.

In addition, knowing more about the security and safety protocols in assisting communities requires sufficient practical training. Such technical training is 
essential for for rotary peace fellows in order for them to gain the skills they need to do their future jobs ethically and safely.

With this in mind, the Rotary Peace Centre organised a 4-Day training workshop called ‘Basics of International Humanitarian Preparedness and Response’. All 
preparations were diligently carried out by the Satoko Ohno-San, the coordinator of Rotary Peace Centre in close coordination with Rotary Peace Fellows of 
Class XII and XIII. The final day was kept for a simulation; an experiential learning experience that helped us to evaluate the practical skills we had learnt. 

The trainer was Gregory Garbinsky of Interworks. Armed with over 34 years of international development and disaster experience, he has worked with and 
for the US Government, NGO’s and the United Nations. His extensive experience of conducting training programs and workshops enabled him to excellently 
support our understanding of emergencies around the world. Key elements to the workshop included humanitarian challenges, the importance of local 
context and availability resources and skills, and best practices.

The workshop was designed to bring new learning to the Fellows and to create a platform for discussing and reflection on the Fellow’s field experience. By 
doing so through interactive and participatory learning, the workshop succeeded in building the capacity of Rotary Peace Fellows.
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Indonesia Work Camp
by Roberta Tomaz Bonfim

During the spring break I joined a group of ICU students to volunteer at a unique community in the 
incredible island of Bali, Indonesia. ICU has a great partnership with Petra Christian University of 
Indonesia. Together they promote an annual project of community service with its students. About 
30 students from both universities traveled all the way to a remote area of Bali. Far away from the 
touristic fussy streets, the Trunyan Village is very difficult to access by any means of transportation. 
A population of no more that 600 inhabitants live in small houses between the Lake Batur and a few 
volcanos.

This community has not been open to tourists and still lives without much influence from the 
globalized world. However, even though they do not benefit from globalization, they do suffer the 
undesired consequences. The lake has risen enough to drive families out of their houses. Many 
families live in the top of the high mountains without any access to water or electricity. Their crops 
are not doing so well and still its very difficult to sell them from such an isolated place. Well, the road 
to reach there is for adventurous drivers. 

For the ancient community of Trunyan, poverty has been translated into lack of access to any health 
service, clean water and education. The 134 kids of the community attend classes at a local school. 
It is one single local school, that lacks everything, from infrastructure to books. It is inspiring to note  
that, despite these very limited conditions, the kids are very committed to their studies and enjoy 
their days at school. It is also impressive to find that many kids live by themselves, taking care of 
younger siblings and managing the house themselves. It is hard to believe that kids of 8 years old hold 
such responsibilities. They seem to have no other choice as their parents need to spend the week 
working in the touristic areas of Bali to bring money home. That is the only way they can buy food and 
clothing for their families. 

As you can imagine, these kids lack attention and care. So, our mission included sharing lots of love 
with those kids. Part of our group took over the school for 10 days. Learning, sharing, dancing, playing 
and being loved were the activities these kids experienced during our presence in that village. The 
other part of the group worked to bring a little bit of light to the people living up the mountains. We brought a generator and installed few illumination spots 
so that the community meeting place could be used for common activities up in the highlands. Also, we installed a special filter as the only water they had 
access to is either from the rain or from the lake. 

Sure, our donation and work for this community were small in comparison to their needs but one thing was immense, colossal, giant: the love shared during 
those days. We experienced magical moments of empathy, friendship, learning, and sharing. In our memories each of those kids and villagers will remain. Their 
names, their smiles, their stories, the food we shared, the humble houses we slept in, the families that hosted us with all their heart as they offered everything 
they had in a grateful exchange for our unpretentious presence. 

Our Expeditions
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Beautiful Encounter in Imabari
By Min Shu Cheng

To know better of a culture is through knowing their language. To learn better of a language is through interacting directly with their people.

After eight months of studying Japanese, I felt the urge to apply it more in daily life situation and more importantly, used this tool to bring me closer to Japan 
and its people. Therefore, after the Hiroshima trip, I took advantage of the opportunity of already being in the west part of Japan and boarded on a small 
exploration trip to the countryside.

The most beautiful episode happened in Imabari （今治）, a small town in Shikoku （四国）. I did a homestay for two nights at local people’s house after biking 
through the Shimanamikaido （しまなみ海道) which starts from Onomichi （尾道） and ends at Imabari, passing through eight small islands in Seto Inland Sea 
（瀬戸内海） to experience the beauty of nature.

I was well received by an old couple that can barely speak English. Therefore, I could exhaust all my Japanese skills to communicate with them. I introduced 
myself as a masters student who majors in Peace Studies and my experience working in development. The housefather in turn shared his life as a doctor 
working at the same hospital for more than forty years and his views on life, death, religions, and traveling, which they just started three years ago after his 
retirement.

On the second day, they took me to experience “Ohenro,” （お遍路） the famous pilgrimage of visiting 88 temples on foot throughout Shikoku area. They told 
me that many people do this not because of religious belief but as a way to find inner peace. In fact, that was also their first journey that they accomplished 
two years ago. Before that they were not interested in traveling at all, but doing Ohenro allows them to experience bona fide of other local people. They thus 
decided to return this favor to the world.

More than showing great hospitality to a strange traveller like me, they even donated the accommodation fee to Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) instead of 
keeping it for themselves. They are also volunteers at a rehabilitation center for elderly people even if they are both over seventy years old. “We are lucky to 
be still healthy so we should help those who are lonely,” they said.

 As a Peace Fellow, I am so happy to know that I am never alone. I can always find fellows outside of the program easily.
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A better way to enjoy the winter - MISHOP Ski trip
by Roberta Tomaz Bonfim

In February, when the temperatures drop to the lowest in Japan, some of the Peace Fellows joined 
a weekend ski trip organised by an NGO called MISHOP. This awesome NGO of Mitaka City is well 
known by ICU students as it works towards integrating foreigners and Japanese through a variety 
of events, services and trips. For this ski trip, around 20 foreigners from different countries and 20 
Japanese were invited to the beautiful mountains of Nagano to enjoy skiing and cultural exchange.

Mishop volunteers prepared an enjoyable weekend full of activities, food, ski, fun and exchange. 
When arriving at the ski resort we received our ski clothes and equipment in order to start our 
adventure. For some of us, this was our first time skiing and we didn’t know even how to stand in 
our ski boots. However, MISHOP had prepared everything and had even prepared ski classes for 
us for the first afternoon. Well, even after my first ski lesson I was still scared, but the MISHOP 
volunteers wouldn’t let my weekend go wasted. Amazing skiers were hidden in the group of 
volunteers and they became our coaches and protectors as we risked ourselves in those snowy 
mountains. After my second big fall I started to gain a bit of confidence. Especially as I knew 
Mishop volunteers were always there accompanying us, teaching us, helping us up from our falls 
and making sure we enjoyed every minute of that experience. 

After an exhausting day we were taken to a comfortable and cozy japanese style hotel. Hot baths, 
delicious buffet, games and drinks were enjoyed together. Our games night in particular, was an 
awesome surprise. People from all ages, from 6 to 86 years old played together. Games where 
no language, no age, no gender, no nationality, no differences could be a barrier. You just got to 
have fun with people from all backgrounds. For me that was certainly one of the most joyful and 
inspiring moments of my time in Japan.

The dedication, the commitment to serve, the kindness of all MISHOP volunteers demonstrated 
to me the best of Japanese hospitality.I am really grateful to all the volunteers and friends I made 
in this unforgettable trip. I hope next year I can join you again.

Our Expeditions
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Hiroshima
by Rebecca Simms

March of 2015 will be a memorable month for all us class 13 peace fellows. We were honoured to have been taken on a very special trip to Hiroshima; a place 
that suffered something unimaginable and lived on to tell its tale.

The journey began with a rather exciting trip on the shinkansen. A luxurious way to start to what was going to be rather an emotional 4 day journey. Upon 
arrival, we all opened our blurry eyes and followed Ohno-san like little children through Hiroshima, faces pressed to bus windows to take in this new city. 
Leaving our bags at the hotel, and picking up our honorary Rotary Peace Fellow for the trip, a fellow ICU student called Iulianna who had come to join us, we 
set on our way.

The next four days revolved around the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park; a beautifully architectured landscape dedicated to all the lives lost in the atomic 
bombing. Amongst a variety of activities planned on our behalf, we visited the Peace Memorial Museum, each of us taking our time to really get to grips 
with Hiroshima’s heart wrenching history. We met survivors of the atomic bomb and listened to their stories of loss and grief, but also of strength and 
perseverance. And we read aloud the memoirs of survivors not able to be present, a very moving experience for us all.

With this understanding of what the people of Hiroshima had been through, we had the opportunity to meet with a UNITAR representative and researchers 
of the Hiroshima Peace Research Institute to find out what lessons have been learnt from Hiroshima’s past and what is being done currently to further peace. 
Interesting points of view were shared and intense debate followed, as always does with us Peace Fellows!

Rotary allowed us Peace Fellows to indulge a little too. Not only were we taken out for a fabulous Okonomiyaki dinner, but we also went on an excursion to 
the World Heritage Site ‘Miyajima’. A beautiful mystic island, full of very friendly goats and stunning temples and gates.

Leaving Hiroshima we realised we had not only learnt about one of the worst avoidable atrocities of human kind, but we also witnessed a way of healing that 
did not involve revenge. A way of healing that took something good from something bad. Hiroshima is now a hub for peacebuilding activities and has become 
a beacon of light created from its dark past.

Rotary deserve a huge thank you for giving us this opportunity to learn. It was unforgettable and something we will forever treasure.

Our Hiroshima
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Thanks to Rotary
by Iuliana Kalenikova

Visiting Hiroshima was a unique and unforgettable experience for me, 
both for personal and professional reasons. The trip has broadened my 
understanding of the pre-history and the devastating effects of the first 
atomic bomb for Japan on national and international levels. Personal 
narratives of the survivors, A-bomb memoirs readings, the belongings 
worn by the victims, photos, and other related materials displayed at 
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and Memorial Hall all made 
the experience more vivid and alive.

One of the most exciting moments for me during this trip was an 
engagement with the Rotarians during the session at the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Cathedral and the delicious welcome dinner 
afterwards. I really appreciated their generous hospitality and 
insightful company. A relaxing and friendly atmosphere, traditional 
Japanese food accompanied by an exciting discussions and comparison 
of similarities and distinctions of our cultures made this day truly 
incredible for me.

As an exchange student (in Peace Studies) from Iceland and not a formal 
member of the Rotary Peace Fellowship Program, such experience 
would have been improbable and certainly less profoundly informative 
and engaging had it not been for the kindness of Ohno-San, the Rotary 
Peace Center, and the Rotarians of Hiroshima for inviting me to join this 
well organized educational trip and tasty traditional Japanese dinner.

Many thanks from the bottom of my heart.

Lecture at the Hiroshima Peace Institute: An Amazing Opportunity to Engage Critically 
with Peace Studies
by Kate Kimmer

Our trip to Hiroshima this past March was an amazing experience full of pleasant surprises. One of those surprises was the opportunity to listen to 
presentations by two professors who lecture at the Hiroshima Peace Institute. Following their presentations, we were able to discuss an array of issues facing 
peace, conflict transformation, and peacebuilding initiatives. It was an incredible opportunity to engage with great minds in the the field of peace studies. 
After a lively debate and sharing theoretical opinions and experiential expertise, we had a lovely dinner with one of the professors. Yet again, an amazing 
opportunity that Rotary provided for us to engage critically with peace studies.
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Hiroshima...snippets of the survivor’s narrative
by Surbhi Khyati

Hiroshima…
A clock that had stopped,
A skin that had melted,
A kimono that had left its imprint on the body that wore it,
And a concrete memorial that wants us to remember,
A mushroom cloud that had formed in this sky seventy years ago.

While the entire four days long trip to Hiroshima was an emotionally difficult trip, the walk down the memory lane of a 78-year-old hibakusha was the most 
intense moments of the trip. When the US forces dropped the atomic bomb on August 6, 1945, Keiko Ogura was only eight. She was exposed to the bomb 2.4 
km away from the hypocenter. As Keiko-san recounted the events of the dreadful day for us, she moved us to tears and gave us the strength to stand for hope 
and peace at the same time. I bring here some snippets from her narrative, to remind us all that there is still so much to be done, for if we stop, this horror will 
continue:

Our Hiroshima
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After the bombing, it was so dark that the eight-year-old Keiko thought it was night. She remembered that the wounded people smelled bad and their skin 
was peeling and melting on the road. “You had to step on them in order to walk,” she said. And the wounded were strangely silent. “They asked for water. I ran 
to the well and gave them water. They all drank and were so thankful. And then, they died. I thought I killed them. I did not know you should not give water to 
the wounded. My father asked my brothers and sisters if they knew that and they said they did. But I did not… I did not tell anyone… but I had nightmares,” she 
said. What a dreadful memory to have at such a tender age. But then, the living hell of atomic bomb was dreadful for any age!

The sweet old lady had many invisible scars: she could never look at shiny edges of the plane - they reminded her of the US air-force planes; she could never 
eat fried sausages - they looked like “the arms of the victims”; and she had to survive the prejudice against A-bomb survivors. “Survivors keep it a secret that 
they were survivors because they were discriminated against…in jobs…in marriage. There were rumors that they are lazy and if one marries a survivor they 
will have handicapped babies,” she said. “With the same fear, for a long time, I did not speak in public about myself. But then I realised that we need to tell our 
story or else we will never be able to stop nuclear weapon… I am among the youngest survivor who remembers the day. My younger brother and sister, who 
were there, do not remember…. We cannot forget. We need to tell our story continuously,” said Keiko-san.
“Humans do not know their destiny but because of this we all have the same destiny… there was no way to escape and run away. Under the Mushroom cloud 
no one survived… so we stopped blaming who is good and who is bad… Let all the souls here rest in peace, for we shall not repeat the evil.” Indeed.
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Class XIII asked our senpai in previous classes to share with us their experiences post graduation. Here is what they shared with us.

Christopher Lindstrom
I had the privilege of taking part in Peace Boat’s 86th Voyage around the world, just one year after having completed my Rotary World Peace Fellowship with 
Class 10. We sailed from Yokohama to Kobe, Japan and then onto Singapore, Malaysia, Mauritius, Madagascar, Mozambique, South Africa, Namibia, Brazil, 
Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Easter Island, Tahiti and the Solomon Islands before returning to Japan 106 days later.

Peace Boat is a like a living, floating village or dynamic university campus with a humanitarian dialogue taking place onboard with many Japanese 
professionals and retirees, and a smaller contingent of youth, volunteer staff and international participants and guests. Whether it be a United Nations 
conference focused on Disaster and Risk Reduction or a Peace Boat participant speaking about their professional humanitarian pursuits such as one 
participant’s direction of “A Day in the Life of Africa” an Olympus camera company sponsored event that sent approximately 100 recognized photographers 
from 26 countries to every country on the continent to assemble a one day in the life of Africa, of which all the proceeds were to go to the African People. 
Other events included Polynesian rights to permaculture, African History, and Atomic Bomb Survivor testimonies to name just a few. There are also concerts, 
movie nights, an occasional dip in the hot tubs or pool, massages, BBQs, as might be expected on cruise ships.

Classes are held onboard as well and given by both staff and participants. Passengers are recognized as participants as they contribute to the Peace 
Boat experience and on any given day, you might find early morning Tai Chi, Yoga, Meditation and Nordic Walking along with English, French and Spanish 
and occasionally Portuguese classes held by staff and then other classes on everything from traditional Geisha dancing, Origami, Magic, Non-Violent 
Communication, Tyco drumming, World History, Fair Trade and more.  Larger scale events are interspersed throughout including an all participant Olympics, 
an international language Speech festival, both, which were very popular on my particular voyage.  From what I have learned, every cruise is different as the 
population demographics change as well as what is offered or hosted by Peace Boat.  Last but not least, there is a tour agency onboard known as Japan Grace 
and in every port of call, they offer a variety of tours in port from the typical tourist route to more humanitarian tours like being introduced to various NGOs 
or meeting the Mapuche People who continue their struggle to be recognized by the Chilean government.

After having experience such an amazing experience by cruise ship around the world, I have applied and been invited for a second time to many new countries 
on the 88th voyage across the Middle East and onto the Suez Canal. Onboard, I hope to speak more about my experiences as a Peace Fellow and I am planning 
on facilitating some of the Peace and Conflict Resolution dialogue I do with other organizations such as The Mosaic Project based out of Oakland, California, 
USA. I am hoping that this step leads to my next bold professional step forward into the world.

Our Senpai
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Anne Kjaer Riechert
After graduating from ICU in 2012 I spent a month in the USA interviewing thought leaders on corporate social responsibility and sustainability.  During my 
interviews I met with the two founders of Stanford Peace Innovation Lab (www.peaceinnovation.stanford.edu), who offered me the chance to establish a new 
lab in collaboration with them. In the Autumn of 2012 I moved to Berlin and founded the Berlin Peace Innovation Lab. 

It is now a thriving community with over 1000 members from 
government, academia, business, startups and civil society 
organisations. The lab focuses on how technology is facilitating 
emerging and measurable social changes toward global peace. Each 
month we run a new workshop for 30-50 people in order to inspire 
the participants and develop new solutions to social challenges in 
Berlin. Amongst our previous speakers are the director of the Berlin 
Wall Foundation, the President of World Health Summit and the 
editor of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 

In my spare time I continue to organise dream workshops and 
exhibitions as a part of my Kids Have a Dream project (www.
kidshaveadream.com). The project has now reached about 4000 
youth in 29 countries across the globe. My next big project will 
be to organise several dream workshops in Fukushima prefecture 
encouraging 10-15 year olds to draw, discuss and share their dreams 
for the future with the world. My dream is to make these art works 
into a book and an exhibition, which can bring necessary attention to 
the 230,000 people who remain unable to return home. 

My experiences during my two years in Japan, I carry with me and 
cherish; from doing ikebana once a week to convincing my friends 
to come karaoke singing more often. But first and foremost I enjoy 
keeping in contact with my Japanese friends, former fellows and 
Rotarians. 

Zach Garinger
Since graduating from ICU last June, I have returned to the US to continue 
my work in a social justice related area. I currently live in San Francisco, 
CA and work for the city’s oldest nonprofit, Compass Family Services. 
Our organization works to provide resources to families affected by 
homelessness, supporting them through the difficult journey toward 
long-term financial security and independence. The work can be extremely 
intense and emotionally exhausting, but I face it with a sense of optimism 
that eventual systemic change can alleviate the struggle that families in the 
Bay Area face. My time as a Rotary Peace Fellow at ICU provided me the 
skills to approach a broad issue, like the socio-economic disparities of the 
US, to conceptualize it in a way that I, as an individual, can affect change in 
the policy process. My entry point to this work is through housing policy and 
my work at Compass reminds me everyday that the small victories challenge 
the status-quo. 

I fondly remember my days on the beautiful campus of ICU, surrounded 
by inspiring individuals from every continent of the world. Hearing the 
stories and efforts of my Rotary Peace Fellow colleagues in their home 
communities motivated me to direct my career goals back to my home 
country from my previous international work. I express my gratitude each 
day for the opportunities that Rotary International offered me, and for the 
omotenashi that the Japanese Rotarians bestowed upon me during my two 
years at ICU. I would love to reciprocate such hospitality and I extend an 
invitation to my home to all Rotary Peace Fellows and Rotarians that find 
themselves in America’s most beautiful city.
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Yuko Oaku
It has been a very fast, but a fruitful year since I graduated 
from ICU. After graduation, I worked as a Junior Fellow 
at the United Nations University in Tokyo assisting 
the work of the Office of the Rector. I was involved in 
organization of many events hosted by the Rector’s office, 
as well as researching and drafting briefs in support of 
institutional policy development. With the network and 
knowledge I gained from this fellowship, I was selected as 
a Program Associate for the Program for Human Resource 
Development for Peacebuilding, commissioned by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. Through this program, 
the selected associates take up a one-year overseas 
assignment as a UN Volunteer after receiving a professional 
training in peacebuilding in Japan. I will be working as a 
Peacebuilding Officer with the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in Sudan from this summer. I will 
assist with the implementation of the UNDP Joint Conflict 
Reduction Programme to strengthen the linkages between 
local and national level peacebuilding initiatives. I am 
extremely thankful for the Rotary Peace Fellowship for 
providing me with an excellent education and relevant 
experiences to further enhance my career in peacebuilding 
and conflict resolution. 

Bee Duang-ramon
In October 2014, I was invited by the South East Asian Human 
Rights Network (SEAHRN) as a panelist to present my research 
paper named: “Human Rights, Buddhism and Peace: a Holistic 
Approach”  at the 3rd International Conference on Human Rights and 
Peace & Conflict in Southeast Asia in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  The 
same paper is being published in ANSSR (Annuals of Social Science 
Research), an internationally academic journal which covers a wide 
range of academic fields in social science published by the Trilogy 
International, Bangkok.  

Earlier this year, I worked as a consultant for Save the Children 
International.  By facilitating group activities with children 
and target communities and conducting in-depth interviews, I 
documented children’s experiences on Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) activities and their view on resilience in urban contexts for 
case studies. I also produced a bilingual (English-Thai) child-friendly 
publication; “Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience in Urban 
Context: What do children think?”, in order to inform children, 
communities and stakeholders and to highlight the importance of 
involving children in DRR interventions.  

Before being selected as a Rotary Peace Fellow, I had been dedicated 
to my professional career in the humanitarian field. I had worked 
under various capacities specialized in training and communications 
both in the field and regional office with several international 
humanitarian organizations, namely; United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), International Organization 
for Migration (IOM), International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and previously with Save the Children International where 
I served as Information and Communications Manager for the 
Emergency Response Team which responded to the biggest flood 
crisis in Thailand in 2011.  

Currently I am combining my experience and training in 
humanitarian work, my knowledge in peace and conflicts studies 
and my personal interest in Buddhist philosophy and spiritually to 
create a ‘Peace Curriculum for Youth’. I believe in planting a seed of 

compassion in young people and working towards 
creating a more empathetic world.

Our Senpai
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Michelle Aldridge
Race Relations, Resilience, and Community Gardens in Detroit
デトロイトのレース関係、レジリエンスとコミュニティガーデン

There are two opposing narratives of Detroit. There is one of decline and urban decay, and one of renewal and reinvention. Green 
urban renewal is playing major role in Detroit’s resilience today.
The purpose of this paper is to analyze how green urban renewal and the “reinvention” of Detroit contribute to race relations and 
resilience in the city. Theories of resilience and the urban pioneer spirit will be used to help identify how green urban renewal and 
the narrative of “reinvention” through gentrification is affecting race relations and resilience in Detroit.

Nixon Nembaware
Political Rhetoric and Hegemonic Masculinities: A Discourse Analysis of Selected Speeches by Zimbabwean 
President, Robert Gabriel Mugabe 1980-2014
政治的レトリックと覇権的男性性について：ジンバブエ大統領ロバート・ガブリエル・ムガベによる
スピーチの談話分析から　1980-2014

This thesis sits on the boarder of Politics and Gender. It explores the relationships in politics, masculinities and gender. I use the 
feminist framework of hegemonic masculinities to examine the relationship between the president as a leader of political opinion 
and the pervasive culture of abuse and violence against women in Zimbabwe. I argue that Robert Mugabe’s speeches are replete 
with Homophobia, Othering, hate speech, attack on personalities, glorification of self as well as celebration and threats of use of 

violence and war. Mugabe’s speeches, in my argument, fit into the hegemonic masculinities model where Mugabe creates for himself the heroic image of the 
African brave-man who fearlessly chants the anti-imperial rhetoric. He contrasts his image with the other men he names “cowards.” The thesis concludes 
that presidential masculinities function as the litmus test against which the prevailing culture in Zimbabwe can be measured. I use the presidential speeches 
made by Robert Mugabe to unmask the kind of masculinities he portrays and make linkages with the rising cases of gender-based violence in Zimbabwe. I use 
both the concepts of hegemonic masculinity (Connell:1995), Communication theories, social Comparison theories and the Feminist communication theory to 
inform my theoretical framework. Methodologically, I analyze presidential rhetoric and policy using Feminist Critical discourse analysis to infer relationships 
with theory.

Amardeep Kainth
Securitization and Dehumanisation: A Case Study of Post-War Sri Lanka
安全保障化と非人間化：紛争後のスリランカにおけるケーススタディ

The process of dehumanisation is complex, subtle and powerful. This work looks at this process within the context of Sri Lanka 
since May 2009. The Civil War with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) ended then, but arguably, although the bombs 
and shells stopped, the daily conflict continued for vulnerable minorities, behind the guise of peace and reconciliation. This work 
will examine the experience of these vulnerable minorities, and explore how the process of securitization and use of anti-terror 
rhetoric enabled the Sri Lankan state to systematically dehumanise and disempower a whole community following the end of 
the Civil War. This work will aim to combine a theoretical exploration of the link between securitization and dehumanisation, 
through an empirical analysis focusing on the function of both within this contemporary case study of Sri Lanka since May 2009. 

The approach taken to this research has been interdisciplinary, looking at political, historical, and social factors, as this arguably will allow a more in-depth 
understanding of the nuances in the different layers of interaction from the state to the individual. The structure of this work will deviate from the commonly 
used structure, and the theory and case study respectively will be reviewed in tandem throughout. Illustrative examples are drawn from field work conducted 
both independently and through two NGOs in Sri Lanka from June – October 2014.

Luca Sartorelli
The Struggle for the Harmonization of the Aid Programs in Myanmar: A Perspective from the Health Sector
ミャンマーにおける援助プログラムの調和に向けての奮闘：保健セクターからの視点

The imminent deadline for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) established by the UN has raised a 
series of fundamental questions for the strategies to address global poverty. In fact, aid programmes are often considered as top-
bottom relationships with a unilateral flow, in which a stronger actor exercises an action towards a weaker actor, bringing along 
contradictions in terms of interests and power dynamics. I took Myanmar/Burma, one of the poorest countries in Asia, as my case 
study, and I concentrated on some of the challenges that national institutions and international community have faced in their 
efforts to achieve the Goals. I narrowed my focus on public health strengthening, taking as my angle of observation a sensitive 
topic: reproductive health and family planning. These areas have been my field of work from July to November 2014, during my 

collaboration with the NGO VSO International in Burma. 
This work explores to what extent discrepancies on priorities and mistrust between donors and recipients can have a strong impact on the achievement of 
the MDGs. Finally, it is argued that tailoring objectives and priorities in concert with the recipient is key, and a ‘human’ dimension should be maintained in 
development programs, including a wider flexibility towards contexts, culture and individualities. The international community should constantly monitor, 
observe, criticize, and discuss its own role in the eradication of poverty. Moreover, active supervision of policies progress and data collection 
are key. The involvement of members of national institutions and local community is a must. Their advices, observations and view represent 
the ultimate and inalienable tool to tailor programmes, to build a constructive critique and to move towards a sustainable and durable result.
The idea that underpins this work is that, mutatis mutandis, these challenges and findings could be transposed to other contexts, adding a 
little contribution to the debate on how read MDG weaknesses and how to set the post-MDG agenda.
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Claire Doran
Culture and Sustainable Peacebuilding: Local Conflict Resolution Attitudes and Strategies in Laos
文化と持続可能な平和構築：ラオスにおける地域紛争解決に対する態度と戦略

The globalizing world is entangled in the dangers and opportunities of its unprecedented growth. The movement of information, 
goods, people, and media continue to flow across the borders of our nations, and a new generation is shaped and formed in the 
eddies and tides. The speed at which these changes have swept the planet are often interpreted as threatening to some groups’ 
way of life, and as they more desperately try to reinforce and hold their borders, so too the tensions between groups escalate. 
Often, groups invoke ‘culture’ to legitimize their claims or demands, and are often conceived of as ‘bringing’ their cultures to the 
negotiation table, like another item in their briefcase alongside needs, interests and positions.
The field of conflict resolution has struggled with the practical realities of culture in formal resolution processes of intercultural 

conflicts. Recently, more attention for local, indigenous, and grassroots conflict resolution efforts are documenting traditional wisdoms and practices that 
could potentially inform larger methods of resolving cultures. These studies are, however, still exploratory and many local efforts remain unexamined in 
scholarly works which continue to inform large-scale policies and programs.
Using in-depth interviews with local peacebuilders and development workers in Laos, this research seeks to contribute to a critical peace and conflict 
studies by examining how individuals talk about ‘their culture’ in legitimizing their choice of conflict resolution methods. Through a feminist lens, it presents 
a case study of how multilingual and intercultural individuals act as key interpreters at the borders of the local/global. As they resolve the conflicts in the 
borderlands, they redefine larger national psychosocial narratives and in the process, transform ‘their culture.’ The results affirm that it is critical to engage 
and examine culture when analyzing conflicts, and emphasize the potential in the rituals and structures of conflict resolution because they create moments 
in which new cultures are generated and adopted. It ultimately advocates for a critical and fluid view of peace and conflict studies that focuses on balancing 
relationships and recognizes shifting identities, rather than seeking the ultimate eradication of conflict or violence in a world of fixed binaries.

Cilia María Ruiz-Paz
Environmental Law Enforcement and Compliance: Challenges in Prioritizing Environmental Crime and Wildlife 
Trafficking in Colombia
環境法執行とコンプライアンス：コロンビアにおいて環境犯罪ならびに野生動物不正取引を優先させる挑戦

Environmental crime is rampant at a global scale. It is a crime type that is often not prioritized by governments yet continues to 
have direct and irreversible detrimental effects on human welfare. The trafficking in wildlife, a subset of environmental crime, has 
continued to flourish and expand, driven by an ever-growing and shifting demand for wildlife commodities that are smuggled by 
sophisticated criminal networks using state of the art mechanisms. 
In an effort to increase awareness and prioritization of environmental crime, this thesis explored the phenomenon of wildlife 
trafficking by first providing an overview of the current global situation. Then, a more in-depth examination behind the thriving 

illegal trade in wildlife was carried out within the Republic of Colombia, where identified gaps exist between environmental sustainability and current 
legislative enforcement efforts. More precisely, the study was designed to investigate the factors hindering environmental sustainability and security doing 
so through the analysis of data from tailored interviews of key national and international environmental actors, governmental meetings focused on the 
subject matter, information gathered from strategic sources and the support of general concepts found within regime theory. 
Both globally and at a national level within Colombia, the analysis of the data points to the fragmentation of multidisciplinary regimes and agencies as being 
the key factor affecting the impact wildlife trafficking has on economies, the environment and criminality. By not joining forces and coordinating efforts 

and activities both nationally and internationally, the various other factors identified – namely lack of political will, cultural influences, lack 
of education and overall awareness regarding environmental crime, and issues concerning resource and capacity building – are not being 
efficiently and effectively addressed. Consequently, the study advocates tackling fragmentation through a more vigorous campaign through 
which to foster political will at an international level while focusing on cooperation-centered and multidisciplinary strategies to increase 
prioritization, education and capacity at a national one.

Christopher Cade Mosley
Climate Change, Forced Migration, and State Responsibility
気候変動による強制移住と国家責任

This thesis examines the problem of forced migration or displacement related to climate change from the perspective of state 
responsibility under international law. State responsibility is a body of rules, concepts and principles developed most influentially by 
the International Law Commission’s “Articles on State Responsibility” and its “Draft Principles on the Allocation of Loss in the Case of 
Transboundary Harm Arising Out of Hazardous Activities.” These address how to identify states as responsible or liable for injuries 
under international law and what remedies they should provide in response. State responsibility is traditionally composed of so-
called secondary rules. That is, the principles are not meant to identify when a breach or injury under international law occurs--that 
is the role of primary rules under international law--but what legal consequences flow out of a breach or injury occurring--the role 

of secondary rules. The two regimes of international law this thesis examines, international human rights law (IHRL) and international environmental law (IEL), 
complicate this picture as they change some of the traditional concepts to suit their own needs. The phenomena of climate change and human displacement offer 
further complications, as important elements of responsibility and liability such as causation and attribution to state action are difficult to establish. 

The basic finding of this thesis is that climate change related displacement is not a discrete legal category invoking a cognizable legal breach or injury per se. 
Rather, certain displacement situations overlap with pre-existing obligations states have under IHRL and IEL. The question of state responsibility or liability 
then becomes one of identifying the relationship between state action or omission and injury to displaced persons under these existing obligations. This 
thesis discusses four categories: the potential responsibility of states in protecting internally displaced persons from displacement harms under IHRL, the 
potential liability of high greenhouse gas emitting states for extraterritorial displacement under IEL, the potential responsibility of states receiving displaced 
aliens for returning them under IHRL, and the potential responsibility of states for cooperating with or assisting foreign states suffering from climate related 
displacement under IHRL and customary law. The principles of state responsibility and liability operate differently for each of these categories. However, 
there are a number of common issues of responsibility and liability among these diverse categories that make it instructive to consider them collectively.
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Anna Slavinskaya
Dehumanizing and Delegitimizing Societal Beliefs in Intergroup Conflict in Odessa, Ukraine: A Phenomenological Approach
ウクライナ・オデッサにおける対集団間葛藤での非人間化と非合法化的社会的信念：現象学的アプローチ

The study seeks to explore the phenomenon of dehumanizing and delegitimizing beliefs in violent intergroup conflicts. Both 
processes are defined by many scholars as central in transformation of ordinary normal people into indifferent or perpetrators of 
evil. As an outcome of these processes, dehumanized groups are not longer viewed as humans and placed outside of acceptable 
social norms and values what legalizes harmful conduct towards them. 
The purpose of Anna’s study was to explore with a sample of members of confronting socio-political movements previously 
involved in the incident of mass violence as well as with a sample of general citizens of Odessa city (Ukraine) their perceptions and 
beliefs towards an out-group, intergroup conflict in the city, and tragic happenings on 2nd of May 2014.

Violent clashes between Pro-Federalism and Pro-Unity supporters in Odessa on 2nd of May 2014 resulted in the brutal death of 48 people, with over 200 
injured. In June 2014 the tragedy was named “the most serious single incident of significant loss of life in Ukraine since killings on Maidan” in Kiev. According 
to UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission 2nd of May incident deepened division between communities and strengthened the rhetoric of hatred in the city 
and the region. 
Anna’s research employed qualitative multicase study methodology to generate data and the procedures of interpretative phenomenological analysis used in 
the psychological research tradition to produce knowledge from synthesized qualitative findings. 
Participants of this study included purposefully selected groups consisting of 15 persons (Odessans) in total. Groups involved 1) activists of confronting socio-
political movements in Odessa who themselves took part in street clashes on 2nd of May 2014; 2) experts (such as psychologists, journalists, mediators, etc.) 
who have been working with representatives of 1st group or relatives of victims of 2nd of May happenings; 3) general Odessans with active or passive stand 
towards current socio-political transformations in Ukraine.
It is expected that the knowledge generated from this inquiry would afford new insights for actors working in conflict resolution field in Ukraine, as well 
as contribute to better understanding in academia of the nexus of such psychosocial processes as dehumanization, collective moral disengagement, and 
delegitimization of out-groups in conflict.

Dimitra Messini
“Willful Blindness is not a Defense” Sex Work, Sex Trafficking and Re-Victimization in Singapore
「意図的に盲目でいること」は正当化要件ではない：シンガポールにおける性産業と再被害者化

This research project struggles to give voice to the sex worker community in Singapore, mostly through the civil society 
organizations who work for them, and to enable them to highlight their challenges within this work environment; to examine 
human rights violations taking place; to analyze the drafting of the Singaporean national legislation, the final law and its flaws 
against the sex worker community; to question if raids, the main weapon of the state against sex trafficking, are effective for the 
protection of the sex workers and the sex trafficked victims. Finally, to analyze the victim identification process in order to discover 
possible harmful practices towards the trafficked victims and to investigate if, how and why the national system of combating sex 
trafficking is leading to re-victimization.

This research project includes the description and analysis of a) the legal framework that was used for sex workers and trafficking victims before the 
new Singaporean legislation on human trafficking b) data from the drafting process of the new legislation and c) description and analysis of the new law, 
particularly pointing out its flaws and gaps which lead to the re-victimization of the victims. Even though Singapore now has a human trafficking law, it is 
important to present and analyze the previous legislation used on sex work because the new law does not give incentives to victims to admit their abusive 
situations and seek for help; therefore when arrested, they face the laws on vice activities, instead of the new human trafficking law. 
The significance of the project can be broken down to a) the lack of already existing research on sex trafficking in Singapore b) the perfect 
timing; Singapore just legislated its first law on human trafficking and c) the experiences and voices of civil society members working with sex 
workers and sex workers themselves being the pillar of the thesis. With the conclusion of this project, the author trusts that important gaps 
will be identified and meaningful recommendations will be made on a both legal and sociological level, so that Singapore can create a legal 
framework on sex trafficking that will prioritize and protect the sex workers and the sex trafficking victims.

Sana Saeed
Critical Human Security, Statelessness and Discrimination of Myanmar’s Muslims
ミャンマーのイスラム教徒の批判的な人間安全保障、無国籍と差別

Since opening its borders in 2012, Myanmar has been the focal point of many South East Asian political diplomacy efforts. As the 
current darling of South Asia, sanctions against the Myanmar have been lifted by the international community, and the country 
itself has attracted an influx of investment for development. The recent release of well known human rights and opposition leader 
Aung Suu Kyi has been one of the many reformist acts that have increased the conversation in the country about human rights as it 
transitions to a democracy. 
Even with all the reforms and current changes occurring in Myanmar, there are still prevalent human rights abuses and conflicts 
occurring in the country that have attracted the attention of the international media. One is that of the Rohingya Muslims in the 

Arakan State, who were made stateless after a 1982 Citizenship Act which legally recognized 135 ethnic communities as being officially Burmese. A result 
of this statelessness has in effect led to systemized discrimination and violence that has left the Rohingya community insecure. The Myanmar government 
has systemically created laws that has restricted the Rohingya community’s access to health care, education, employment and shelter. Additionally laws 
seeking to securitize interfaith marriages and religious conversion have increased the insecurity of not just Muslims, but also other faith groups of becoming 
targets of discrimination and have increased the vulnerability of women overall. Opposing Myanmar’s rich multicultural and pluralistic history, the rise of the 
969 movement and Buddhist fundamentalism has become a disturbing trend in Myanmar introducing xenophobia at a pivotal time in the country, the 2015 
elections.
Using a critical human security and securitization framework, this thesis will examine the multiple layers influencing ethno-religious tensions and systemic 
discrimination within Myanmar. Compiling field research findings from July- September 2014, using an empirical approach consisting of twenty-seven 
interviews of Burmese Muslims in Yangon, this thesis will introduce experiences participants had with gender discrimination in addition to structural 
violence. Lastly, this thesis will conclude that with upcoming elections in November 2015 - it is necessary to address the current status of human rights 
abuses and hate speech instead relying on pluralism that has also intrinsically been present within Burmese history.

20

Class XII Highlights



Farewell to Class XII
by Kate Kimmer

As our first year in Tokyo comes to a close, it is hard to imagine what this journey would have looked like without Class XII Peace Fellows.  We are so incredibly 
grateful for all that you have done for us.  For sharing your favorite foodie spots in Tokyo and showing us the benefits of karaoke, for leading community, for 
sharing your words of wisdom and listening intently to our frustrations.  For building us up and supporting us.  For offering endless advice, help, and hugs.  For 
sharing in our beautiful—and ugly—moments and for loving us anyways.  For encouraging us to forge new paths, take leadership roles, and connecting us with 
an endless amount of energy and resources in Japan in light of our personal passions.  We are so lucky to have met you all and had this year to get to know 
you.  Thank you, each one of you, for just being you.  We love you all and wish you the very best in all your endeavors to come.  Some of you will continue on 
in academia, and others will go back to the field, either way, we wish you all, from the bottoms of our hearts, all the things you find you need most for your 
new journey.  May you be safe, may you be happy, may you find yourself always surrounded by the love you so freely shared with us, and most of all, may your 
passion for peace and justice continue in all your years to come. Farewell, Class XII!

Sakura Dinner
by Caitlin Dimino

ICU campus was in full bloom with pink blossoms on the evening of March 31st 
when the Mitaka Rotary Club welcomed the Rotary Peace Fellows to their 
sakura appreciation dinner hosted at Dialogue House. Members and fellows 
gathered, many even wearing pink for the seasonal celebration. This dinner 
was yet another fantastic event hosted by the always generous and fun loving 
Mitaka Rotary Club. There were many special components of this evening, 
and I would be remiss not to mention a couple. First, it was Jeya’s birthday and 
the Mitaka Rotary Club was ready to celebrate another year in the life of our 
wonderful co-fellow. The happy birthday was boisterous, the smiles were wide, 
and the cake was delicious! Also, Mitaka Rotary Club extended an invitation 
to my parents, Rick and Stacy, who were visiting Japan for the first time. From 
the moment they walked into Dialogue House my parents felt the positive 
energy that represents the kindness and support Rotary Peace Fellows 

regularly enjoy. In many ways, this was a unique opportunity 
for my family to learn about my experience in this program. 
We enjoyed the conversations and connections that made a 
lasting impression and reaffirmed our appreciation for the 
remarkable organization that makes all of this possible.

Season of Change

21





June 2015 - Volume 7 – Issue 2June 2015 - Volume 7 – Issue 2

国際基督教大学ロータリー平和センター ニューズレター

ICU Rotary Peace Center Newsletter

Rotary Peace Center Staff:

Director: Giorgio Shani

Associate Director: Osamu Arakaki

GS Office Manager: Masako Mitsunaga

Coordinator: Satoko Ohno

Assistant: Hiromi Hongo

Contact Information:

Rotary Peace Center

International Christian University

3-10-2 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8585

Tel: +81 422 33 3681

Fax: +81 422 33 3688

rotary@icu.ac.jp

http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/rotary/

Cover Page Design:

Looking Forward Studios

Jarred R Wilson


	CW6_A5218A01_C
	CW6_A5218_01_B01_C
	CW6_A5218_02_D02_C
	CW6_A5218_03_D03_C
	CW6_A5218_04_D07_C
	CW6_A5218_05_D10_C
	CW6_A5218_06_D15_C
	CW6_A5218_07_D18_C
	CW6_A5218_08_D21_C
	CW6_A5218_09_D22_C
	CW6_A5218A04

