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Abdullah Al Yusuf
Chittagong, Bangladesh
Sponsor Club: Rotary Club of Gulshan, District 3281
Host Club: Toda Rotary Club, District 2770

I was born in Chittagong; the beautiful south-eastern city of Bangladesh located right on the top of the cone formed by the 
Bay of Bengal. The nature was benevolent in delivering all its wonderful gifts within this tiny little district: the long coast line, 
the rolling hills, the eye-comforting green forests and the gushing rivers. No surprise, I grew up as a nature-lover spending 
most of my childhood swimming, climbing and playing in the forests. When I was about 12, my parents felt that I was getting 
spoiled by this environment. So, they sent me to a residential school to get disciplined.
My ‘disciplined’ school life ultimately found its destiny in soldiering. In my case, ‘soldiering’ seemed to be a misnomer. I never 
fought a war. In fact, I never even pointed my gun at anyone. Instead, I often found myself in post-conflict situations where I 

was challenged to devote all my knowledge and energy towards peace-building. Instead of developing a battle plan, I was busy with humanitarian and socio-
economic development projects like fighting malaria, organizing eye-camps, establishing blood-donor pools, developing infrastructural facilities in remote 
areas and organizing vocational trainings.
In 1995, I had the first chance to wear the ‘Blue Helmet’ as a UN peacekeeper in the Republic of Haiti. Again, in 2010, I went to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo for the same purpose. The more I worked for peace the more I developed an urge to study peace within an institutional environment. Thanks to Rotary 
Foundation, I have the opportunity to do just this. I am forever grateful for the opportunity. 

Jack Harrison
London, England
Sponsor Club: St. Pancras Rotary Club, District 1040
Host Club: Odawara North Rotary Club, District 2780

Since 2005, I have worked in the sport for development sector in the U.K and have been interested in the potential of sport 
as a tool for achieving development objectives. My first time serving in this role was with Street League, a national football 
charity. There I delivered football and educational programmes to young people from refugee centres, youth clubs and the 
probation services.
In 2007 I became interested in futsal, which despite its popularity in other parts of the world is not commonly played in 
the U.K. Born on the streets of Brazil, futsal is a small-sided version of football. It is naturally suited for peace building as it 
encourages inclusiveness and discourages conflict and aggression.

That same year, I was awarded a travel bursary by the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust for a trip to Brazil and Japan to research their approaches to futsal. 
I raised funds to build the U.K’s first outdoor futsal pitch at The Calthorpe Project, a one-acre community garden in King’s Cross, London. I ran the facility on 
social enterprise principles: ensuring it was both financially sustainable and delivering positive social outcomes for the local community.
As a Rotary Fellow I’m committed to the advancement of peace, and hope to make a significant impact by promoting tolerance and 
cooperation. My objective is to establish an NGO that builds a network of safe sports spaces in Myanmar, with peace building as the core 
objective.
I’m grateful to Rotary International for the opportunity to live in Japan and study at the ICU Rotary Peace Centre. Alongside my studies I 
hope to improve my Japanese language skills and to explore some of Japan’s beautiful countryside.

Ida Suraya Klint
Copenhagen, Denmark
Sponsor Club: Copenhagen Rotary Club, District 1470
Host Club: Funabashi South Rotary Club, District 2790

Being half Syrian and half Danish, I’ve always been part of the international world. My Syrian family belongs to a minority 
closely rooted to Greek mythology, Buddhism, and Christianity. Growing up in the Danish countryside with my Middle 
Eastern background forced me to face many tough challenges. This turned out to have a lot of good consequences though, 
helping me become the resourceful, positive, and international person that I am today. It gave me a deep interest and 
curiosity for the world, its people and cultures. Here I am today, deeply grateful to be part of the Rotary Peace Fellowship. 
I am thankful for the experiences and beautiful people I’ve met, and the amazing experiences I have had through my stay in 
Japan already.

Before coming to Japan, I had travelled the world by volunteering and studying in China at a Shaolin Kung Fu school. I later returned to China, working in 
Shanghai at the Danish Consulate General in the Department of Green and Energy-Saving Buildings, as well as the Visa Department. In Syria and Jordan, I 
worked for an NGO promoting peace and dialogue between Scandinavian countries and the Middle East. We did this through art, classical music, modern 
music, film festivals, poetry, and workshops. We shared many beautiful experiences and shared in our enjoyment of these things in spite of any political 
disagreements or conflicts we might have.
I have seen first-hand how little things can make a change, whether it be helping the homeless, teaching young students, or enhancing cultural understanding 
through art. My first volunteer experience in my life was in Harlem, New York, working at a shelter for homeless people. This was a fantastic experience that 
truly opened my eyes to the needs of the world and all the possible ways we can contribute to the world. Teaching came into my life through teaching English 
in China to children in need. After finishing my MA-degree in History of religions from Copenhagen University, I went on to teach the history and sociology of 
world religions at junior college. This was my latest working experience before I came to Japan.
As a child, I escaped the world through music. I played classical piano until I joined the Copenhagen music scene in 2003, becoming a synth-player for a band. 
Eventually I even went on to produce music by myself as a hobby. I still produce music to this day, and I hope to continue producing new music during the next 
two inspiring years in Japan. I am also hoping to learn how to play Japanese folk instruments, such as the shakuhachi.
My mission for this stay is to continue taking part in world peace building and contribute towards solutions for global problems on the micro and macro level. 
My deepest and most sincere thanks to Rotary for this opportunity to join the field of global peacebuilding, for which I will be eternally grateful. 
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Shook Yee Leong
Seremban, Malaysia
Sponsor Club: Rotary Club of Seremban, District 3300 
Host Club: Tokyo Nerima West Rotary Club, District 2580 

My involvement with refugee work started when I embarked upon my legal career in my home country, Malaysia. Being 
the retainer lawyer for UNHCR has granted me the privilege to provide legal assistance to the refugee community in need. 
During this period, I acquired experience with immigration issues, representing refugees and asylum seekers in court and 
interviewing UNHCR persons of concern in prisons. My duty also included liaising with the prosecuting officers and court 
officials in an effort to secure the release of the refugees from prisons.
The experiences garnered from my work with the refugee community as a lawyer gave me insight into the difficulties the 
refugee communities faces daily in their countries of asylum. This was a key factor in my decision to pursue a career in the 

humanitarian field. 
I started working in UNHCR as a Protection Associate in the Outreach, Protection and Intervention Department for 2 years. My responsibilities include 
ensuring adequate legal, social and economic rights for existing and potential refugee groups, as well as for individual refugees. Thereafter, I worked for 
four years as a Protection Associate in the Refugee Status Determination department. In this role, I conducted refugee status determination interviews of 

individual asylum seekers and provided legal recommendations regarding refugee status under international law.I am grateful to be awarded 
the Rotary Peace Fellowship and I believe that this Fellowship would equip and empower me with the necessary skills and knowledge to make 
a difference when I return to the humanitarian field. I am also thankful for the support of my family, Rotary International, Rotary sponsor and 
host club as I pursue this amazing experience as a Peace Fellow. It has been a blessing being in this beautiful country learning about its culture 
and people and I am looking forward to discovering more about Japan’s rich heritage during my stay in Japan. 

Joshua Michael Campbell
Omaha, U.S.A.
Sponsor Club: Rotary Club of Omaha, District 5650
Host Club: Tokyo Hiroo Rotary Club, District 2750

I made a promise to my father on the day we said goodbye, “I will make your job obsolete.” My father, a soldier, was being 
deployed to combat in Afghanistan and I was departing for Peace Corps service in Morocco. As he left for war and I left for 
peace, I gave him my word that I would work to help create a world that doesn’t need soldiers. That is to say, that I would 
endeavor to help reduce the sense of insecurity between nations that drives conflict and the need for military defense.
The next two years were a humbling experience, as I quickly realized that a bachelor’s degree and good intentions are not 
enough to change the world. Rather, in serving, I found that the key for promoting a positive global peace and sustainable 
development is being willing to make sacrifice and collaborating together as part of a larger, global effort. In order to 

continue doing my part to build a better world, I resolved to pursue my master’s degree through the Rotary Peace Fellowship at ICU. Thanks to Rotarians 
across the globe, this opportunity is allowing me to pursue my curiosity and research how international voluntary service organizations, such as the Peace 
Corps and the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer Corps, can contribute to peacebuilding between nations.
Having previously spent a year during my undergraduate career studying in Shizuoka, Japan and a summer studying in Gyeongsan, South Korea, I feel it is a 
true privilege to be able to return to Japan and the Asia-Pacific region. After spending two years working on community development and teaching English 
in Erfoud, Morocco with the Peace Corps, as well as a year back home in Omaha working as a suicide prevention and crisis counselor, the return to academic 
life is refreshing and exciting. My deepest gratitude to the International Rotary Foundation and the many Rotarians that have provided us with this wonderful 
opportunity.

Hilary J. Caldis
St. Paul, U.S.A.
Sponsor Club: Rotary Club of Minneapolis, District 5950
Host Club: Yokohama-Kounan Rotary Club, District 2590

I have been extremely blessed in my life. In the span of 28 years, I have been granted the opportunity to live in five countries 
across four continents, study at top level universities and be supported in nontraditional pursuits that have transformed my 
perception of reality. Through all of my explorations, I have come to focus with particular attention on the idea that a state of 
inner peace is the starting point for the greater collective peace we so desire. It is a realization many believe to be true, but 
which, in practice, can be very difficult to live out.
For me, actively realizing this belief is about constantly challenging myself to follow my curiosity while honoring the dreams 
that come my way. I am fascinated with the power of technology and its potential to transform life as we know it. I am driven 

to explore its impact and implications—how we as people and societies are using these tools to transform ourselves and reality.
Beyond this is my dream to live in a world that is balanced. Achieving this balance is very much a function of giving voice to over half the world’s population. 
To this day, many women have limited influence over the systems we use to organize our societies. Being female is a reality that inflates all other constricting 
challenges. Until we live in a world where all genders are equally represented in our decision making, we will continue to face insurmountable challenges, 
both globally and locally. 
Connecting curiosities with dreams, I am moved to invest myself as both a student and an activist in the intersecting fields of technology, social change and 
international relations. At ICU, I will focus on better understanding how technology is transforming people and societies. Simultaneously, I will continue to 
work on the online media project I began back in 2012—a website geared towards empowering females to express themselves and share what they believe. 
To learn more about this project, please visit our website at www.thefemalevoice.org. 
The journey ahead is a long and exciting one, and I look forward to seeing it through. Thank you to Rotary and the ICU staff and faculty for making this magical 
experience a reality. I am forever grateful.
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Rashmi Rekha Borah
Assam, India
Sponsor Club: Guwahati West Rotary Club, District 3240
Host Club: Tokyo Musashino Rotary Club, District 2580

I was born in the remote village of Assam, situated in the north eastern region of India. This area has witnessed six decades of 
long armed conflict, along with untold instances of human rights violations. Our generation is the victim of many protracted 
armed and unarmed movements which has devastated the socio-economic structure of the seven states of the North East. 
I was associated with grass root organisations and worked extensively in the remote areas of my district, mobilising women 
under self-help groups. Simultaneously I started publication of a little magazine titled “Bhoomi”, projecting socio-cultural 
aspects of our society. My book “Singarajanar Rupkatha” (A short story collection) was published in 2010 and later awarded 
Munin Borkataki award, a prestigious recognition of our state. Later, in 2014, a story from the book titled “Dao Hudu’s 

gan” (Song of Horned Owl), was made into a regional language film and screened at the Montreal Film Festival. And recently, it has been selected for Indian 
panorama. I also did a study of myths and their impacts on ecology among indigenous groups under a fellowship granted by India’s Ministry of Culture. It was 
a wonderful experience travelling to remote forests, villages, hills and even up to the border area of India and Myanmar in quest of myths and mysteries of our 
blue hills, green valleys and roaring rivers which treasure folk tales, folk songs, and the secrets of our forefathers.
Eventually, I later became involved in direct activism by joining North East Network (NEN), a women’s rights organisation working with the women of 
the north eastern region of India. During my days with NEN, I did a study on witch-hunting in three districts of my state, Assam. I travelled to remote and 
interior places, met families of the victims, and interviewed survivors. And I realized how women in our society are subjected to humiliating status under the 
patriarchal and feudal laws and statutes. Using literature as a ‘voice to the voiceless’, we trained domestic violence survivors and grass root women leaders to 
construct their own counter narrative. Now they are publishing their own newsletters.
I then joined Foundation for Social Transformation, and worked with women from diverse ethnic backgrounds in three states of the north eastern region. 
Those women were survivors of armed conflicts between the separatist groups and government forces or of ethnic conflicts between warring tribes and 
communities. I was also associated with a research project on the status of women in the police force in the two states of Assam and Meghalaya.
I hope these two years in ICU will give me more theoretical insight to work for peace in my ailing region. 
Thank you Rotary and ICU for this wonderful opportunity!

Sarah Sanderson
Holland, U.S.A.
Sponsor Club: Holland Rotary Club, District 6290
Host Club: Tokyo Hachioji West Rotary Club, District 2750

I was born and raised in Holland, Michigan and graduated from Hope College with degrees in Spanish and biology. In high 
school, I was a junior Rotarian and first became interested in international affairs when my family hosted exchange students 
from Japan and Germany. During my undergraduate years, I was fortunate to be able to participate in summer study abroad 
programs to Vienna, Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands, and Tanzania and Kenya. I also spent a semester in Chile where I 
finally learned Spanish that didn’t come from a textbook. Seeing the need for more foreign language education and cultural 
awareness in the States, I decided to combine the fields of science and language and study linguistics in graduate school. I 
completed an M.A. in Spanish linguistics at The Ohio State University in 2008. 

While in Ecuador, my boyfriend (now husband) and I, decided to continue working abroad and signed on with the Council on International Educational 
Exchange (CIEE) to teach English at a university in Changzhou, China for two years. This experience was followed by a year of working in New Zealand and 
two years teaching in Brazil on a Fulbright fellowship.
While in Japan, I am excited to learn Japanese, experience a new culture and be involved in a diverse and active international campus. 
Through the Rotary Peace Fellowship I hope to study how to increase international awareness and intercultural competency in the foreign 
language classroom. I am very grateful for the support of my husband and my family in this new journey to Japan. I keep a blog at www.
sarahsandersonwanderlust.blogspot.com and can be reached at sarahsanderson58@gmail.com. 

Madeleine Logan
Brisbane, Australia
Sponsor Club: Ashgrove / The Gap Rotary Club, District 9600
Host Club: Kawasaki North Rotary Club, District 2590

I began to critically reflect on peace building in 2013 when I started working in the Central African Republic (CAR). I moved 
to the country at the height of a violent conflict, which displaced one-fifth of the country’s population. I was working for 
UNICEF at the time, and my role was to put the CAR crisis on the global agenda by partnering with international journalists, 
academic think tanks, and peace advocates like actress Mia Farrow and Japanese celebrity Agnes Chan. However, I kept on 
asking myself the same core question: How can we improve our approaches to peace building? There have been 20-years of 
UN-led peacekeeping missions in CAR, yet there is still conflict. 
I come to this fellowship with a journalist’s curiosity and cynicism – having worked in newspapers in Australia and Northern 

Ireland for six years. I also bring four years of experience working for the UN in West and Central Africa, where I became convinced that we need to critically 
evaluate our approaches to development and constantly challenge the notion that “good is always good”. This fellowship at ICU will give me the theoretical 
framework with which I can attempt to answer my questions from 2013, with a particular focus on the role of education in peace building. 
The safety of Japan has been a blessing after living under curfews and security restrictions, and I am committed to learning the language, volunteering in the 
community and eating okonominyaki at least once a week. 
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My Involvement with Rotary
Hilary J. Caldis

Rotary International, to me, is so much more than an organization of quantifiable achievements. I say this as a second 
time benefactor of international programming designed and supported by Rotary International. My first experience with 
Rotary was as a Youth Exchange Student in Brazil back in 2005-2006. Despite being raised in an international household 
and a multicultural environment I lacked exposure to the world outside my own country. Rotary supported me in my 
desire to begin exploring the greater world around me.
Brazil was my first experience abroad—a time I look back on as instigating a much longer international journey ahead. 
As a rotary exchange student, I was immersed in a culture and space totally different from my own. I had the chance to 
learn a new language, experience a new lifestyle and feel the love of family and friends who I remain in touch with to this 
day. In addition to these blessings, I had the opportunity to become friends with fellow exchange students from around 
the world—friends who I have stayed in touch ever since. Looking back on the experience, what never escapes me is the 
profound love and support I felt from the people who made it all possible. I took a great leap of faith deciding to go live in 
a place totally foreign to me for an entire year. But never did I feel alone. Every step of the way, there was a smiling face to 
greet me, support me and allow me to see that anything is possible through the power of connection and friendship. This, 
for me, is what Rotary is all about—unconditional friendship and service that transcends all borders.
If putting into words what Rotary meant to me ten years ago was difficult, explaining it now in the midst of my first term 
as a Rotary Peace Fellow is rather impossible. To me, the most incredible thing about Rotary is the vibrant optimism of 
the Rotarians themselves. It is this vibrancy that fuels all of these accomplishments and that creates profound hope for 
the future of this world. Of course we are all human and nothing is ever perfect, but from my experience with Rotarians 
worldwide, I can safely say that there is a consistently brilliant light being projected through this global network unlike anything I have ever experienced with 
other organizations. On top of this inspiring energy, Rotary is an organization that truly embodies what one of my favorite visionaries, Walt Disney, once said: 
“You can design, create, and build the most wonderful place in the world, but it takes people to make the dream a reality.”
Being a part of this incredible network, I am inspired every day to live true to the values of service and friendship that make this life so beautiful. Thank you, 
Rotary, for being the supportive and enabling force that you have been for me. In addition to continuing my work in the field of peacebuilding, I look forward 
to the day when I am finally able to become an official a member of this fine club myself!    

See photo above: Picture of me as a Rotary Youth Exchange Student. Brazil, 2006.

An Amazing Welcome
Ida Suraya Klint

My first time arriving in Japan was an absolutely fantastic experience. I had a 12-hour direct flight, and when I 
arrived, my host counsellor Takashi Ippo, his family, and several of the rotarians from my host club were waiting 
for me. They even made a welcome sign, saying “WELCOME IDA!” My dry and tired eyes instantly became full of 
joy with this amazing welcome. After bowing to each other, we went straight to get matcha-latte and coffee at the 
airport. During this time, we chatted using our body language, almost like a sketch show. I did not speak one word 
of Japanese at the time, and so we spoke in English and sign language, which was extremely fun. What a welcome. 
I was grateful! 
I spent the first two days together with my host counsellor and his amazing family of whom Amako-san and Jun-
san spoke fluent English. These days together with my host councellor and his family was a time I will treasure for 
the rest of my life. Amazing, amazing. amazing – yes, I use this word a lot in my description. But that is because 
that’s what it truly was: amazing. I was shown traditional villages, Buddhist temples and rituals, and Japanese 
customs, as well as cooked delicious Japanese food. “Ida is like a baby!”- Ippo-san told me whilst showing me how 
to eat a particular Japanese dish that demanded skills and knowledge of Japanese customs to manage correctly. 
Ippo-san and his family showed me how to eat and dine like a Japanese person, which I knew nothing of. And I am, 
to my full enjoyment, still in training even now.
My host counsellor and rotary club has welcomed me with 
open arms, and made me feel like I have a home and family here 
in Japan. I have already had many interesting meetings and 
experiences together with my Rotary host club, such as visiting 
the mayor of Funabashi, the Danish Ambassador in Tokyo, and 
visiting the Andersen Park, with Horii-san in Funabashi. These 
have led to beautiful moments already and I am looking forward 
to the many more times of joy I will share with my host club in 
Funabashi and other Rotarians. I thank my host counsellor and 
my host club so much for everything, and am looking forward to 
seeing them again when they visit me in my apartment in Tokyo 
next weekend. 

Thanks to Rotary
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Rotarians Welcome the Peace Fellows
Jack Harrison

In the grand surroundings of Gakushikaikan, a venue with a history of fostering friendship and communication, Class 14 was welcomed by Rotarians for our 
final orientation event of the summer. We were honored that past Rotary International President, Sakuji Tanaka, and past Rotary International Director, Seiji 
Kita, were in attendance and welcomed us to Japan as Rotary Peace Fellows. Host Area Coordinator Assistant Yochiro Miyazaki extended his congratulations 
and put into context the high expectations for peace fellows to promote cooperation, peace, and conflict resolution throughout our careers and service 
activities.
During an occasion when the formalities were matched by the warmth of our hosts, Class 14 was fortunate to hear speeches from Rotary Peace Centre 
Director Professor Shani and recently graduated Peace Fellow Cade Mosley. Cade reflected on his recent experiences as a peace fellow and offered words 
of wisdom for our adventure ahead. He reminded us that our fellowship was a combination of being both master’s students as well as a part of our Rotary 
community in Japan. Former Peace Fellow William Nealy, was also in attendance, and gently reminded us that with opportunity comes responsibility.
Following the speeches, Class 14 had the opportunity to introduce themselves. They also spoke about their areas of interest and took questions from 
the floor. Our host counselors and the members of our host clubs were present to offer their support and friendship. It was a great event and a unique 
opportunity to meet and interact with Rotarians from across Japan.
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What Can We Do to Make a More Peaceful World a Reality?
Joshua Campbell

Hello, my name is Joshua Campbell. Thanks to Rotary, I have had the opportunity this year to enter International Christian University’s Master’s program in 
Peace Studies as a Rotary Peace Fellow. In honor of this, I would like to discuss an important topic with all of you today.
Three years ago, I was volunteering in community development projects in Morocco with the US Peace Corps, which is similar to the Japan Overseas 
Cooperation Volunteer Corps (JOCV). We had Ramadan that summer. In Islam, Ramdan is a special month. For an entire month, every day, from sun up to sun 
down, you refrain from eating or drinking anything as a way of thinking about and understanding the situations of those less fortunate.
I am not Muslim, but I wanted to better understand the values of my community. So I participated in Ramadan that summer. During that time, I was living in 
the Sahara desert, which was truly difficult. The temperature can rise to 50 or 52 degrees Celsius during the summer in the Sahara. Even so, I didn’t eat or 
drink anything all day long. Every evening, however, I would go to my friend Saada’s house to break fast. We would wait for the call to prayer, known as the 
Adhan, that announced the setting of the sun. After hearing the call, I would break fast with my friend Saada and his family by eating supper. During that time, 
I realized something vital.Over all these years, I have been searching for the answer to one question: What can we do to make a more peaceful world a reality?
I’m not talking about people like the American president or the Japanese prime minister, but what people like us can do to help make a more peaceful world. 
I am still searching for this answer, but I came to feel, during that Ramadan supper, that peace begins with the building of relationships between ordinary 
people. As we shared the meal and enjoyed the evening together, Saada and his family entered my heart. This is why Morocco will always be in my heart going 
forward.
What I did with Saad and his family is what is called “Citizen Diplomacy” in international relations research. Citizen Diplomacy is what happens when ordinary 
people are able to build relationships and cooperation while engaging in international exchange. I think this is one of the most important methods for 
peacebuilding.
Actually, the first time I heard about citizen diplomacy was when I was in university. I had entered University of Nebraska, Omaha and had become interested 
in the Japanese language. I had always wanted to experience a new language and culture, but I never had enough money to study abroad. My hometown, 
Omaha, USA, is sister cities with Shizuoka in Japan. Because of this my university and Shizuoka University had a special relationship which offered a study 
abroad opportunity. Thanks to this relationship, I was awarded the MEXT scholarship in 2008 and I was able to make my dream of studying abroad a reality.
During the time I studied at Shizuoka University. Thanks to my Japanese friends, I was able to have many precious and unique experiences. We spent time 
together, we traveled together, and we laughed together. Thanks to the Japanese people, Japan became a part of me. Even now, I can recall these memories of 
Shizuoka that are so important to me and find confidence to face the challenges ahead.
These kinds of important relationships have great influence over how people behave. For example, when the 2011 Great Touhoku Earthquake happened, 
after I returned to the US, I felt an obligation to help the country that had taken such great care of me. This led me to work with American university students 
and Japanese international students to host a fundraising event for children orphaned by the earthquake. It was thanks to the relationships that I built 
through citizen diplomacy that motivated me not only to act, but that brought many people together to help those in need.
The power of citizen diplomacy isn’t just about helping the victims of natural disasters though. It has an influence on international relations as well. Through 
my community development efforts in Morocco, I was given the chance to meet many different kinds of people. Before they met me, I can’t help but wonder 
what kind of image they had of Americans. It may very well have been the terrifying and terrible image one sees in the news. However, now, instead of 
that negative image, they will have memories of breaking fast with me, talking with me, and laughing with me. These kinds of experiences of international 
exchange don’t just affect community development, but are reflected in the influence they have on the human heart.
When it came time to apply for the Rotary Peace Fellowship, I was thinking about these experiences. I found myself thinking, “In the end, the effect of citizen 
diplomacy can be hard to see sometimes, but it has the power to change the world, doesn’t it?” So I decided to write my research proposal to investigate how 
international volunteer activities like those of the Peace Corps and JOCV are able to influence peacebuilding. Moreover, in the following two years here in 
Japan, I intend to look for allies that will help support citizen diplomacy through international exchange.
Rotary has the goal of cooperating in a spirit of international friendship. By supporting the Rotary Peace Fellowship and participating in international 
exchange at events like these, I believe Rotarians are already engaging in citizen diplomacy. In fact, I think the admirable ideals represented by Rotary can 
serve as a model for citizen diplomacy. Through this kind of cooperation, it seems possible that we really can succeed in building a more peaceful world.
The UNESCO constitution says, “That since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defenses of peace must be constructed.” Peace 
cannot be built with guns and bombs. Rather, by breaking bread together, speaking together, and working together, we can build the future of peace in our 
hearts. I look forward to working with you together in this endeavor.

What can we do for peace?
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平和な世界が現実になるために、私たちは何ができるでしょうか。
キャンベル・ジョシュア
　こんにちは。私はキャンベル・ジョシュアと申します。ロータリーのおかげで今年、ロータリー平和フェローという機会に恵まれ、国際基督教大学の平和研究
修士課程プログラムに入学しました。今回は、大事なテーマについてお話したいと思います。
　三年前に、アメリカのPeace Corps（平和部隊）で、日本の青年海外協力隊のようにモロッコでコミュニティ開発のボランティア活動をしていました。その夏、
ラマダンがありました。イスラム教のラマダンは特別な１ヶ月です。１ヶ月ぐらい毎日、日の出から日の入りまで何も食べず、何も飲まず、かわいそうな人々が
置かれている状況について考えます。
　私はイスラム教徒ではありませんが、私がいた町の人々の価値観を理解するために、ラマダンを体験しました。その時はサハラ砂漠に住んでいたので、本当に
大変でした。サハラでは夏は気温がよく50度、52度ぐらいまで上がります。それでも、一日中に何も食べず、何も飲みませんでした。毎晩、日の入の前、サア
ダという友達の家に行きました。そして毎晩、日が落ちて、アザーンという祈（いの）りの呼び掛けが聞こえた時、サアダのご家族と一緒に断食を終えて、食事
をとりました。その時、大事なことを気が付きました。
　何年間も一つの質問の答えを探しています：平和な世界が現実になるためには、私たちは何ができるでしょうか。
　アメリカの大統領ではなく、日本の総理大臣でもなく、私たちのような人が平和の世界のために何ができるかと考えています。その答えをまだ探していますが、
そのラマダンの食事の時、一般人の人間関係を築くところから平和が始まるのだと感じました。一緒にご飯を食べたり、話したり、遊んだりしたことで、サアダ
とサアダのご家族と私は心の中でつながりました。それ以来、モロッコはいつも私の心にあります。
　これは国際関係研究において市民外交とよばれるものです。市民外交とは、一般人が国際交流をしながら仲良くなり、協力ができるようになることです。これ
は一つの大事な平和構築の方法だと思っています。
　実は初めて市民外交について聞いたのは大学生の時でした。ネブラスカ大学オマハ校に入り、日本語に興味を持ちました。新しい文化や言語をずっと前から体
験したかったのですが、留学するためにお金が足りませんでした。私の出身のオマハ市は日本の静岡市と姉妹都市です。そのため、私の大学も静岡大学と特別な
関係があり、留学の機会を設けていました。このおかげで2008年に文部科学省の奨学金をいただき、留学の夢が実現しました。
　静岡大学で留学している間に、日本人の友達のおかげで色々な大切な経験ができました。一緒に遊んだり、旅行したり、笑ったりしました。日本人のおかげで
日本は私の一部になりました。今でも静岡の大切な思い出を、大変なことがあったら思い浮べて、自信を取り戻します。
　こういった大事な関係は人の行動に影響されます。例えば、アメリカに帰った後で、2011年の東日本大震災がありました。その時、私は日本でお世話になっ
たので、恩があると感じました。そして、アメリカ人の大学生と日本人の留学生と一緒に、大地震で親がいなくなった子供たちのために募金のイベントを立ち上
げました。私のモチベーションだけではなく、みんなが一緒に協力できた理由は、市民外交で作った関係でした。
　市民外交の力は自然災害の被害者を助けることだけではなく、国際関係にも影響があります。モロッコではコミュニティ開発の活動のおかげで色々な人と出会
う機会がありました。皆は私と出会う前、アメリカ人についてどんなイメージがあったでしょうか。ニュースで見るアメリカの怖くて悪いイメージがあったかも
しれません。しかし今、彼らにはその悪いイメージのかわりに、私と一緒に断食を終えたり、話したり、笑ったりした思い出があります。そういう国際交流経験
のおかげで、コミュニティ開発にだけではなく、人の心にも影響を与えることができました。
　ロータリー平和フェローシップに申し込んでいる時、こうした経験について考えていました。やはり、市民外交というものが与える影響は、時々見えにくくはありますが、
世界を変えられる力が強いのではないかと思ってきました。そして研究計画として、アメリカの平和部隊と日本の青年海外協力隊の海外ボランティア活動が平和構築に与
える影響というテーマを調査すると決めました。また、これから日本にいる二年間、国際交流を通じた市民外交を支援したいと思ってくれる味方を探すつもりです。
　ロータリーは国際友情で協力するという目的を持っています。ロータリーの皆さんは、ロータリー平和フェローシップを支援したり、今日のような会合で国際
交流したりしているので、もうすでに市民外交をしていると思います。ロータリーの素晴らしい理想は市民外交のモデルになり得ると思いますので、協力すれば
一緒にもっと平和な世界のために貢献できるはずです。
　UNESCOの憲法は「戦争は人の心の中で生まれるものであるから、人の心の中に平和をかなえなければならない」と述べてます。銃や爆弾で平和を築くことはできません。
しかし、一緒に食事を食べたり、話したり、協力したりすることで、私たちの心の中に平和な将来を築くことができます。
皆さんといっしょにそんな平和な将来について考えていきたいと思います。これから、どうぞよろしくお願いいたします。
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Picture book reading 
Madeleine Logan

Dr Seuss famously said: “You’re never too old, too wacky, too wild, to pick 
up a book to read to a child”. Everybody in Class 14 is young at heart and 
each a special brand of wacky – so picture book reading was a perfect 
volunteer activity for us. Just three weeks after arriving in Japan, we were 
invited by local NGO Glocal Mitaka to read to children at a Picture Book 
House, which is just a few blocks from ICU. 
The Picture Book House is unlike anything we have ever seen before. It is 
set up in a historic home, which has been converted to store picture books 
from across the world (we saw specimens in English and French in the 
tatami rooms). Once a month, families come with their young children for 
public readings. It’s a popular event. In the crowd, we had everybody from 
an eight-month old baby, to an 80-year old grandmother. 
It was a joy to be a part of this event, and to interact with the children and 
their families. We were brand new to Japan, but it felt like one of the first 
small steps to becoming part of a community. We weren’t afraid to be a 
little bit ‘wild’, with big hand gestures, lots of repetition and funny facial 
expressions to engage the children. It didn’t matter that we were speaking 
a different language. We built a connection through games, actions and 
smiles. I’m not sure the children had ever seen anything quite like it! 
Some of us have participated in subsequent monthly picture book reading events at the Picture Book House as well as at local libraries and street festivals. 
Along the way, we’ve learnt that we’re not too foreign, too strange, too mild, to pick up a book to read to a child. 

A walk for peace and prosperity
Rashmi Rekha Borah

“Wasshoi wassa, wasshoi wassa…” The streets of Mitaka was filled with joy 
and happiness, exotic food and beverages on that particular day.
It was 13 September, 2015. We were walking on Mitaka Central Shopping 
Street carrying a portable shrine. It was a walk in rhythm with the happiest 
and loveliest people of Japan. Everywhere people were celebrating the 
portable shrine festival shouting “wasshoi wassa”, in unison, while raising 
and lowering the shrine up and down.
“Let us walk for peace and prosperity,” the organizers said, while giving us 
a short introduction to Matsuri, Japanese traditional festivals. Matsuri is 
rooted in the religion linked to ‘Shinto’, the indigenous animist religion of 
Japan. In this Matsuri, people carry a Mikoshi, a divine portable shrine that 
serves as a vehicle to transport a deity in Japan. During the festival people 
carry it between the main shrine and a temporary shrine and sometimes 
even to move it to a new shrine. They bring the mikoshi from the shrine 
and carry it around the neighborhood. They leave it in a designated place, 
resting on blocks called uma (horse) for some time, before returning to the 
shrine. Some shrines have different customs; like keeping the shrines under 
water of a lake, river or ocean. This practice is called o-hamaori. Here, the 
portable shrine is in the form of a miniature building with pillars, walls, 
veranda and railing. Walls are beautifully carved with images of ancient 
deities and there is a phoenix on the top.
We were invited by Glocal Mitaka, a local NGO, to participate in the festival 
organized by Mitaka Central Shopping Street Association. They gave us 
traditional outfits called “happi”, a kind of short coat meant for matsuri 
parades; to wear during the festival. They also gave us beautiful traditional 
slippers. It helped us to blend in with the local people. Then on the street 
we were offered ‘sacred sake’ to purify ourselves. It was one of the most 
delicious rice wines I have ever tasted. All of us started parading bearing 
the shrine in the rhythm. It was real fun. 
After the parade when I was clicking some photographs one person asked 
me, “Do you have the same kind of festival in India?”
“Yes, we have,” I told him about Jagnnath Rath Yatra which has some 
similarity with this festival of carrying the shrine on a parade. The 
inquisitive fellow then replied - some people think that matsuri is 
influenced by “rath yatra”. I wanted to ask more about that, but he suddenly 
disappeared into the crowd. 

Japan has been surprising me since the day I landed here. 
I saw a dog, snuggling happily in its master’s lap, wearing a happi. Then I saw many dogs wearing happi in wonderful colours and designs. I 
closed my eyes remembering my puppy back home, and wondered how he will look in a happi. I smiled to myself with delight, amazed and 
stunned by the exotic and mysterious traditions of this land where the sun is born. I am sure Japan will never stop surprising me, and I am 
grateful to it.

Life in Mitaka

9



Japanese Cooking Classes 
Sarah Sanderson

One of the aspects of the Rotary Peace Fellowship and the ICU campus community that I have been most impressed with is how well they connect fellows to 
the local community. One organization that does this extremely well is called Glocal – a combination of global and local. The purpose of Glocal is to act as a 
bridge between international students at ICU and the surrounding community of Mitaka. Some of the ways that they have welcomed us have been helping us 
find community volunteer sites, giving us neighborhood tours, offering short holiday trips and putting on cooking classes.
During our first month here, Glocal took us on a walking tour of the local area and then gave us our first lesson in making Japanese sushi. We all had a chance 
to make our own sushi roll and could fill it with salmon, tuna, avocado, cream cheese and a variety of vegetables. Needless to say, the newly finished works of 
art disappeared in seconds as we had built up quite an appetite chopping, rolling and cutting. Hopefully, we can bring this new skill back home and make sushi 
with our friends and family.
One weekend I had the pleasure of taking part in another Japanese cooking class offered once again by Glocal that focused on traditional autumn foods.  The 
class was half Japanese participants and half foreigners and included three of us peace fellows. My group included an Australian in Tokyo to study Japanese, a 
German diplomat, a Japanese fashion designer and a local Japanese student. 
First we listened about the origin of the foods we were going to make and then we had a lesson on Japanese seasonings.  After that, we got to work and put 
together our own mixes of salmon and vegetables in aluminum foil pockets to be steamed over the stove. This involved greasing an individual square of foil 
and arranging mushrooms, onions, corn and peppers around a chunk of salmon. We seasoned the mixture with salt, pepper and butter before wrapping it in 
foil and steaming it for about twenty minutes on the stove.
After preparing the rice and miso soup, we enjoyed quite a feast together.  My favorite part was the dessert - I was a bit skeptical of the red bean paste but it 
quickly won me over. We are all anxiously looking forward to more delicious cooking classes in Tokyo!
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Learning Nihongo
Abdullah Al Yusuf

When Nissaka-san, my rotary host counselor in Japan, received me at Haneda airport with a warm heart, an assuring smile, a nice flower bouquet and an 
“interpreter”, my earlier decision to take Summer Course in Japanese was further reinforced. How can I not learn to communicate with these amazing people? 
While traveling from the airport to my apartment, I noticed that Nissaka-san and the interpreter were frequently using the phrase “sou deska”. I realized that 
the phrase is no less important than “konnichiwa” or “arigatou gozaimasu”. I was right. I learned in my very first Japanese language classes that “sou deska” is a 
very useful phrase in conversation, including when you cannot figure out an appropriate response to a person. Just say “sou deska”, and that will be fine.
The classroom environment was far beyond my expectation. There was no grim-faced teacher casting piercing looks through powerful lenses, but rather an 
ever-smiling, jolly, lively and charismatic Kishi-sensei. Most inspiring were her model ‘role play’ demonstrations where she would play the dual role of “A-San” 
and “B-San”—talking in slightly varied pitch and tone to distinguish between the “San’s”. And who can ever forget Johnson-sensei who taught us the rhyming 
song to remember the days of the week? It took me back to my early days in elementary school. 
In our class, girls were the majority. Thus we, the few boys, had the rare opportunity to “date” them all. Allow me to further explain this, lest my wife and 
daughters get upset. One of the very common topics of “role play” was to make a “date” with another person, like going for shopping, karaoke or watching 
a movie. Though it was not specifically on terms of “Ga-ru-fu-ren-do” or “Bo-i-fu-ren-do”, the tools we learned could easily be applied to dating. It was a fun 
experience that gave us tools to start making “tomodachis” (friends) in Japan. 
During our first formal reception by host rotary clubs, I gave a short speech in Nihongo. Despite the countless mistakes, everyone was very happy. 
Underneath the thin veneer of my weak Nihongo, I sent a strong feeling of love for Japan and the people, culture and language that makes it so unique. 

Japanese Language Training
Shook Yee Leong

Konnichiwa! For seven of us Rotary Peace fellows, our first experience 
in Japan came in the form of Rotary Peace Center‘s Japanese Language 
Training (RJLT) started on the 3rd August 2015 under the tutelage of 
Shimoyama-sensei and Kishida-sensei. Our very first undertaking with 
our sensei was preparing for a short speech to be presented on our first 
welcome meeting with Rotarians that was to take place just thirty minutes 
after our first lesson.
In addition to learning the intricacies of the Japanese language, the program 
exposed us to the richness of Japanese culture. On the 10th August 2015, 
we visited Miyamoto studio located in Asakusa with Shimoyama Sensei, 
where we spent the day learning the art of Ikebana (Japanese art of flower 
arrangement) and Wadaiko (Japanese Drum). Whilst learning the Ikebana, 
I was amazed by the rules of the art form that emphasize balance, shape, 
line and form. It was interesting to see how, despite being given the same 
instructions and the same types of materials to work with, each of us 
had created our own unique work of art. At the end Sarah and Jack were 
declared the joint winners of the Ikebana competition which entitles them to two bowls of ramen from our Ikebana sensei. The class has given me a better 
appreciation for ikebana and the work that goes into making such beautiful works of art. 
After our Ikebana class, we were given a beginner’s lesson on how to play the Wadaiko. Traditionally, used in warfare to motivate troops, the Wadaiko 
produces a dramatic thundering sound. The lesson we received gave me an appreciation for how different parts of Wadaiko produce different sounds, and 
the art of coordinating a group to make it happen. I am really grateful to be able to experience playing this traditional Japanese musical instrument and I look 
forward to attending more Wadaiko performances during my stay in Japan. 

On the 24 August 2015, we were given a calligraphy 
class by Shimoyama Sensei. We were each asked 
to pick a character which we liked from an array of 
words like grace, dream, hope and peace. After picking 
our character, we were allowed to practice writing 
the character with ink and brush on paper under the 
instruction of Shimoyama Sensei. Shimoyama Sensei 
helped us by guiding us on the beginning lines, the 
strokes, the spaces. Between each line. It was an 
enjoyable experience and Shimoyama Sensei was 
really patient in guiding us through it. 
Finally, on the last day of our RJLT, we had a closing 
ceremony where we wore yukatas and presented a 
short speech on a topic of our choice. Through the 
RJLT we manage to learn more about the Japanese 
culture. I am so glad we were given this wonderful 
opportunity in our first month in Japan. 
Arigatou Gozaimasu!

Nihongo and us
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Daniel Fernández
The first stop of my AFE was in Cali, Colombia, 
hosted by the Instituto de Estudios Interculturales 
(Intercultural Studies Institutes) of Javeriana 
University. The Institute has been commissioned by 
the Colombian Government to design a Peace Pilot 
aimed to strengthen sustainable peace processes 
that includes indigenous, afro-colombian and peasant 
communities of the South West Colombian territories. 
I have been invited to join a multidisciplinary team 
formed by anthropologists and sociologists, experts in 
philosophy and political ethics, lawyers specialized in 
human rights, specialists in gender issues, economists, 
social communicators, and agronomists, among 
others. This impressive team, formed by scholars 
that are simultaneously practitioners, has engaged, 
through a participatory action research methodology, in dialogues with the local communities that look beyond the La Habana Peace process between 
Government and FARC guerrilla, aiming to redefine the meaning of sustainable development and bottom up peacebuilding.
I have had the opportunity to design a lecture at Javeriana University, where I invited peasant, indigenous and Afro-Colombian community leaders to meet 
with students. For many of them, it was the first time they could learn and understand first hand realities that, even in the same territory, grow so far away 
from each other.
After Colombia, I travelled to the US, invited by the Center of Genocide Prevention and Human Rights of Rutgers University, where I have been lecturing, and 
engaging in conversations with scholars with the goal of producing a first draft of what will be an innovative proposal for Peace Education which, hopefully, 
will be implemented in the coming years.

Jeya Murugan
Mindanao and its neighboring islands are among the most conflict-affected regions in the Philippines; the complex mixture of ethnicities, religions and social 
groups contribute to the dynamic and intricate conflict context. In a number of instances, conflicts between these groups have erupted at the local level. 
Furthermore, numerous non-state actors throughout the last half-century have taken up arms to secede parts of Mindanao from the central government’s 
political control. The cumulative effect of these conflicts has led to bitter divisions within and between communities, regular and widespread displacements 
and thousands of deaths.
My four month internship from August to November 2015 as a management consultant was to support and assist the Baba’s Foundation proposed project 
aims to create and develop mechanisms and systems that will empower women as a community in facing the violence brought about by armed conflicts and 
confrontations. The proposed project sought to contribute to a reduction in violence in the targeted communities through strengthening 
family and community relations. The end view was to create or declare communities as “zones of peace”, where all forms of violence would 
not be allowed or tolerated. The project’s long-term goal was to reduce violence and to narrow the gaps among and between communities 
to increase stable environment to facilitate development. In addition, my internship helped facilitate linkages with other institutions and 
organizations, both public and private, in relation to the aforementioned program. 

Caitlin Dimino
Caitlin spent the first half of her Applied Field Experience (AFE) volunteering with The Truth 
Telling Project (TTP) in various U.S. cities, as well as conducting independent field research 
in St. Louis, Missouri. She spent the second half of her AFE working with The Centre for the 
Study of Violence and Reconciliation (CSVR) in Cape Town, South Africa.
While in the U.S., Caitlin supported the TTP at events, in planning, and with outreach. The 
TTP implements and sustains grassroots, community-centered truth-telling processes 
to share local voices, to educate America, and to support reconciliation for the purposes 
of eliminating structural violence and systemic racism against Black people in the United 
States. This role related to her research, which considers how authority figures and 
stakeholders in St. Louis schools view school discipline, policing, and security in the context 

of the widely acknowledged 
realities and outcomes of 
the school to prison pipeline, 
disproportionate discipline, 
police brutality, and mass 
incarceration.
During her AFE Caitlin also worked with CSVR, a research and practice organization that 
adopts a multidisciplinary approach to understand and prevent violence, heal its effects 
and build sustainable peace locally, continentally, and globally. There she focused on 
communicating with local, regional, national, and international partners and stakeholders 
to support CSVR in ongoing crime and violence prevention work with the Community 
Work Program (CWP), an employment safety net that provides two days of useful work per 
week to those who are unemployed or underemployed across South Africa. She researched 
youth employment and youth development in the CWP, and further assisted researchers in 
organizing a CWP policy workshop. 
She is deeply grateful to Rotary for supporting her AFE experience. Many thanks!
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Kate Kimmer
Kate conducted her Applied Field Experience (AFE) in Canberra, Australia with The National Policy Advocacy 
Coordinator for The Salvation Army’s Freedom Partnership to End Modern Slavery. The Freedom Partnership (TFP) 
facilitates a multi-sector, multi-lateral engagement between state and federal government, civil society, citizens, 
and survivors towards action on a diverse range of strategies to end slavery. Kate’s research and advocacy with 
TFP focused on the labour exploitation of migrant workers in temporary work visa programs and migrant domestic 
workers. In Australia, for many reasons, migrant workers are especially vulnerable to exploitation and violations of 
workplace rights, health and safety. Although this exploitation often does not reach the legal definition of slavery 
and trafficking, it fosters an environment where migrant workers are either encouraged to or coerced to tolerate 
increasing levels of exploitation and abuse. Changing laws is not enough to change this type of systemic, structural 
violence. As such, TFP engages local stakeholders to help foster a culture of safety where migrant workers are 
connected with and supported by local communities, helping to alleviate some of the barriers faced by migrant 
workers to reporting exploitation and abuse. Kate helped with a state-based approach to preventing, detecting, 
and providing resources for victims of trafficking in WA, ACT, and Queensland. She is incredibly grateful for her 
experience in Australia and would like to thank Rotary for this opportunity. Thank you!

Rebekah Simms
Rebekah spent three months working in Ngara, 
Tanzania, a rural post-conflict tri-border area 
bordering Burundi and Rwanda that has been 
affected by two civil wars and a large influx of 
refugees. It is described as one of the poorest and 
most inaccessible regions of the country.
The area has a strong patriarchal culture in which 
women are considered subordinate in almost all 
dimensions. She worked with a social enterprise 
called WomenCraft that aims to empower over 
300 local Tanzanian and Burundian women by 
supporting them to weave cultural handicrafts and 
sell them on the global market, providing the women 
with a unique opportunity to earn income whilst 
capitalising on both communities similar language, 

shared culture, traditions and talent for weaving.
Rebekah focused on supporting the Social Impact Manager in reporting on the social projects that the organisation runs, in 
addition to its business activities, evaluating such projects and preparing project proposals for the upcoming year. Additionally, 
she worked on building the capacity of local office staff, helping to upskill them, mainly in soft skills, IT skills and English 
language ability in preparation for the following year when external funding will come to an end and the organisation will need 
to become fully financially sustainable.
The experience challenged her at times, working around cultural and language barriers on a daily basis, as well as struggling 
with electricity shortages. However, it was also a special experience in which she met inspirational women and men, and learnt 
the real life struggles of using a business approach to development.

Min Shu Cheng
Min Shu spent her AFE in New Delhi, India, working for Bachpan Bacho Andolan (Save 
the Childhood Movement, BBA). BBA symbolizes the largest grassroots movement 
against child labour, child trafficking and child servitude. Its continuous efforts have 
triggered the adoption of anti-child labour and anti-trafficking laws.
Min Shu’s responsibilities were split into two parts. In the office, she worked with the 
volunteering team to develop volunteering divisions of BBA to consolidate its policy 
on national as well as international interns and volunteers for better human resources 
management. For fieldwork, she worked hand in hand with the research team that 
aims to understand the nature of sex work to gain more insight on human trafficking, 
as well as to conduct her research on violence against homeless women. Min Shu also 
participated in raid and rescue operations together with BBA activists, labor unions, 
police and District Magistrate officials, learning how a NGO can work with laws to push 
for policy implementation and state responsibility.
Moreover, the experience of multiple night visits in Delhi’s “dangerous areas” brought Min Shu to witness the desperate plight of homeless women. To have 
better access to street life, she also worked with Beghar Mazdoor Asngharsh Samiti (Homeless Workers’ Struggle Committee) to identify, build rapport 
and conduct life history interviews with homeless women to understand how they negotiate with different types of violence. To Min Shu, working on 
homelessness is the most perplexing task in her career. However, she truly appreciated that Rotary gave her this experience, for although it was extremely 
challenging it was also incredibly mind-expanding and rewarding.

Class XIII AFEs
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Roberta Tomaz Bonfim
As I was looking for innovative ways of bringing chance to society, I found an enthusiastic Peace Fellow alumni endeavoring in great projects in Germany. 
Anne Riechert invited me to follow her steps into the social entrepreneurship and innovation world. I went through a powerful learning journey as I worked 
in several innovative projects. The Peace Innovation Lab is a space in which people come together to create solutions for the world’s most pressing problems. 
There I supported several events and facilitated one session about gender inequality. For the NGO Kids Have a Dream, I supported few workshops for 
refugee kids coming from Serbia, Kosovo, Syria, Bosnia and Palestine. I also worked for Eobiont, an amazing advertising agency that believes they have a 
crucial role in creating a better world. With them I worked for the realization of a start-up track at the World Health Summit. Another great initiative I took 
part in was a code school for refugees. Social innovators came together to welcome refugees and teach them an important skill, coding. This will help them get 
good jobs in Germany, especially in Berlin, which is an eventful center for tech companies and startups. I am very grateful for the opportunities offered to me, 
and the inspiring people I met, during my AFE.

Surbhi Khyati
My Applied Field Experience has been very different from the others in my cohort. As my interests lie in researching the causes of ethno-religious violence 
in South Asia, I have used this brilliant opportunity provided by Rotary International to develop a deeper understanding of the subject, especially violence 
against Sikh and Muslim communities in India. For my AFE, I worked as a Research Assistant under Prof. Giorgio Shani of International Christian University. 
My AFE has also taken me to London, where I worked under Prof. Gurharpal Singh, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies at the University of London. Prof. Shani and Prof. Singh are working together on a book about Sikh Nationalism in India, for which I am 
assisting them with the research. The work has entailed collecting information, writing background pieces on recent developments concerning minorities in 
India, browsing through libraries to find relevant material for the topic and putting together a bibliography for further reference, amongst other things. This 
experience has been very exciting for me so far, giving me plenty of opportunities to meet experts in the field and to form a more nuanced comprehension of 
the subject, which will help me immensely in my own future endeavours.
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