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Professor Anri Morimoto has been a member of  ICU academic community since 1991. He has been and is 
currently in charge of  courses related to Human Rights, Theology and Religious Studies. He assumed his posi-

tion at ICU Rotary Peace Center last April. 
“ I have been working in the field of  interfaith dialogue, which in my understanding is the real foundation of  

world peace.  My writings have also documented and discussed the difficulties and promises of  promoting un-
derstanding across different religious traditions.  That is something I would like our students to have a chance 

to see while they are here.
If  you care to know further, what I often find in these efforts is that we do need INTRA-religious dialogue 

before or alongside INTER-religious dialogue.  The gap between progressive, open-minded people and those 
trenched in fundamentalism are more serious in most religions than among religions.

In other words, you cannot simply come out and play liberal while leaving your fellows in the dark.  It would 
deprive you of  your representative credibility.  The Rotary fellows should also bear this in mind when they 

speak of  their own cultural background”.
~María Celeste Morell
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“Because of your smile, you make life 
more beautiful.’ 

“Sometimes your joy is the source of 
your smile, but sometimes your smile 

can be the source of your joy.’ 
“Waking up this morning, I smile. 
Twenty-four brand new hours are 

before me. I vow to live fully in each 
moment and to look at all beings 

with eyes of compassion.” 
-Thich Nhat Hanh 
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“Waking up this morning, I smile. 
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-Thich Nhat Hanh 
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A man of  choice words, and a kind, welcoming smile, President elect Sakuji Tanaka san is a proud 
supporter of  the Peace Fellowship and the Peace Centers. Tanaka san says he appreciates the idea that
R.I. has a platform to assist universities in teaching the ideas of  peace conceptually, as a precursor to 

spreading peace globally.

He explained that he had moved to Tokyo and a friend or sempai (senior) had asked him to join a Rotary 
club as a young man. As he jokingly explained to us, in Japan, if  your sempai asks you to do something, 

you do it! Within his first three years Tanaka san became a passionate, committed Rotarian and soon 
thereafter became a club president. Thirty-three years later he is the international President elect travelling 
throughout the world, meeting with various branches of  R.I. in preparation for his term. For Tanaka san, 
the philosophy behind Rotary has enriched his life, and his fondness for the organisation stems from the 

shift in his life’s purpose: from focusing on wealth and becoming rich, to generosity. 

Tanaka san said, along with strengthening R.I. at a club level, diversity is a key element to Rotary. The new 
generation of  clubs is seen by him as a very important development, and he added that older generations 
need to be more aware of  the ideas and thoughts of  younger generations. In response to this, one of  the 
class X members, Weaw, responded that there should be an exchange of  ideas within and across Rotary 

clubs, and that there was an opportunity for older and younger generations to learn from each other. 
Finding himself  in agreement he added that the world was “changing rapidly”, and that “the way R.I. con-

ducts some of  its activities, adds to change”.

Tanaka san, throughout his discussion with class IX and X peace fellows, expressed great interest in AFE 
experiences, which Mark and Nathalie readily discussed with him. Although some of  us tried to get a 

hint or any clue as to the theme of  his upcoming presidency, he merely smiled and was as silent as a rock 
on that topic. Whether it will be something to do with health, as he discussed with Allison in class X, or 
something to do with Rotaract and new generations within Rotary International as he mentioned to Ma-

ria, we will not know until his term begins. What I do know, however, is that whatever he focuses his term 
on, it will be to the benefit of  communities worldwide, and it will be a continuation of  Rotary’s values.

~Auriel Niemack
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“As a Rotarian, the way for-
ward is to share your wealth 
with others, and I also re-

alised, to make a contribution 
to your community, and not 

about thinking about yourself. 
Joining Rotary changed 

my life.”

~President elect Sakuji Tanaka



Class X Fellows

“Be the change you want to see in the world”

Inspired by these words I decided to take part in the Rotary Peace Fellowship.  Each and every one 
of us decided to follow our hearts and take a leap of fate.  Now, here we are learning about peace, 

practicing our Japanese language skills, discovering new cultures, developing friendships and 
refining our sense of self.  It’s amazing to think that only a few months ago, we were all strang-
ers, living our lives in different parts of the world. Far away from our family and friends, we find 
comfort in each other.  Together, we are creating a new family, one that reaches across borders 

and boundaries.  We cannot underestimate the power of this association and its ability for foster 
positive changes in our world.  

I am confident that we will exemplify the true essence of peace in our efforts and abilities to 
reach out to others, deal with conflict, practice kindness and cultivate our own sense of inner 

peace.  As we learn to see and hear others with an open and humble heart we can set our judg-
ments and egos aside and connect as human BEings.

To BE mindful, present, and real, in the moments that we share with others; this is first step to-
wards mutual respect and appreciation.  Peace starts within one’s self and expands outwards into 

the world.  Thus, in the great words of Gandhi, “be the change you want to see in the world.” 

Peace, 
Mélissa Toupin Laforge
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Adamou was born in Niamey, the capital of  Niger in the 
heart of  West Africa where he grew up and completed 
his education at the University of  Niamey with a Bach-
elor’s degree in economics.  After graduating Adamou 
taught middle school math and sciences for his civic 
service then went on to work with the Government of  
Niger for five years with the Ministry of  Planning in the 
field of  rural development. He then continued his profes-
sional career working for various bi-lateral, humanitarian 
and non-profit organizations, primarily with Catholic 
Relief  Services.  Through these experiences Adamou has 
learned about funding structures for development pro-
grams and has gained extensive experience in monitoring 
and evaluation of  development projects within the fields 
of  food security, public health, micro-finance, agriculture, 
emergency response, peace and justice, and education. 

Adamou’s enrollment in the Peace and Conflict Stud-
ies program arose from his interest in contributing to 
the promotion of  peace building in Niger and in West 
Africa.  He hopes the Rotary fellowship will allow him 
to deepen his knowledge in conflict resolution, develop-
ment policy, and economics and allow him to contribute 
to this growing field.  Adamou’s research interests include 
the intersection between economics and conflict resolu-
tion; specifically the economic dimensions of  land-based 
conflicts in the Sahel.  

Adamou is sponsored by the Washington Noon Rotary 
Club, a part of  District 7720 in Eastern North Carolina, 
U.S.A.  He is hosted by Tokyo Musashino Rotary Club, 
District 2580.  His Host Counselor in Japan is Mr. Kat-
sumi Suzuki.  You can reach Adamou at adamousalim@
yahoo.fr.

Proudly South African, Auriel was born and raised in 
Durban, and has also lived in Cape Town and Johannes-
burg. Her interest in Peace Studies stems from a lifelong 
fascination with politics, economics, human security, con-
flicts and encouraging dialogue to raise awareness regard-
ing this. For Auriel, public health is a growing concern 
throughout various countries, and her educational and 
work experiences have brought her to this point.

Auriel attended the University of  Johannesburg for her 
Bachelor’s degree in Politics and Economics, and worked 
as a research assistant there. Upon receiving the KAS-
SAIIA Masters Scholarship, she joined the South African 
Institute of  International Affairs. She completed her 
Masters degree in International Relations at the Universi-
ty of  the Witwatersrand, and her thesis focused on South 
Africa’s compliance with climate change mitigation. Her 
work at SAIIA has focused on climate change, sustain-
ability, foreign policy analysis, and fieldwork in Kenya and 
Angola. Following this, Auriel joined a corporate research 
firm, specializing in political risk assessments for govern-
ments and international firms with operations in Africa. 
Auriel hopes to enrich her experience and skill set while 
studying at ICU. Her current thesis will explore public 
health as a form of  peace building in post-conflict areas 
in Africa.

Auriel is sponsored by Johannesburg North Central Club, 
a part of  District 9400 in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
She is hosted by Hachioji South Rotary Club, District 
2750. Her Host Counselor in Japan is Mr. Takefumi 
Fukuzawa. You can reach Auriel at auriel.niemack@gmail.
com and follow her activities at http://misnomer88.
blogspot.com/ .

Auriel  NiemackAdamou Hamadou
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Alli is a photojournalist from Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
She was born in Colorado, graduated from The Univer-
sity of  Montana, and considers Tennessee home. Alli 
began her career working for the Kathmandu Post in 
Nepal, as an international correspondent in South Asia 
and the Caribbean and, most recently, for a newspaper in 
the United States. Her stories have focused on interna-
tional conflicts, natural disasters, immigration and refugee 
issues.

Alli believes that violence stems from misunderstanding 
and through mass media she seeks to bridge communi-
cation across governments, country borders and com-
munities. At ICU she seeks to research ways to advocate 
freedom, protection and development of  domestic press 
in countries where press face dangerous opposition. 

Alli became inspired by Rotary while covering a water 
project supported by Rotary International in Haiti in 
2009. She has become more involved the last two years 
covering the PolioPlus program in India. Alli has raised 
money for the campaign through selling prints and speak-
ing to clubs in Tennessee and is currently helping to write 
a script for a documentary that will be published when 
polio is eradicated from India.

Alli is sponsored by the Rotary Club of  Chattanooga 
Breakfast, District 6780, in Chattanooga, Tennessee. She 
is hosted by the Yokohama-Tsuzuki Rotary Club, 2590. 
Her host counselor family in Japan is Yuzo Kijima and 
his wife, Akiko, two daughters, Yuri and Eri and golden 
retriever, Jack. You can reach Alli at alli_kwes@yahoo.
com and follow her blog on http://allisonkwesellrotary-
peacefellow.wordpress.com/ . A collection of  her work 
can be seen at www.allisonkwesell.com.

Allison Anne KwesellMélissa Toupin Laforge
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Born and raised in North Bay, Canada, Mélissa graduated with 
a Bachelors of  Business Administration from Nipissing Uni-
versity’s School of  Business and Economics.  Eight months 
of  her undergraduate studies where spent abroad where she 
completed one semester at Rouen Business School in France, 
studying international business and culture; attended the Inter-
national Youth Leadership Conference in Czech Republic; and 
spent two months in Spain studying Spanish language at the 
Escuela Internacional de Español. 
Mélissa has been working in the field of  international educa-
tion since 2006, promoting peace and cross-cultural under-
standing through international experiences and educational 
programs.  Her role as the Education Abroad Coordinator at 
Nipissing University focused on student mobility as well as 
a variety of  projects in collaboration with local and national 
organizations.  She chaired Nipissing University’s local World 
University Service of  Canada (WUSC) committee, which 
received the 2010 Committee of  the Year, awarded by WUSC, 
a national development agency that focuses on the empower-
ment and participation of  students in higher education.  The 
committee was recognized for their efforts relevant to the 
Student Refugee Sponsorship Program.  In June 2011 Mélissa 
facilitated the Outbound Advising and Programming for New 
Professionals training program offered through Queen’s Uni-
versity International Centre (QUIC).  
Mélissa is currently pursuing a master’s degree in the Public 
Policy and Social Research Program at ICU in Tokyo.  Her spe-
cialization is in social and cultural analysis.  Her research will 
investigate educational policies relevant to internationalization 
and the impacts on curricula that support learning outcomes 
related to cross-cultural understanding and global citizenship.  
Upon the completion of  her studies in Japan, Mélissa plans to 
return to the field of  international education.    
Mélissa is sponsored by the North Bay – Nipissing Rotary 
Club, a part of  District 7010 in North Bay, Ontario, Canada.  
While in Japan, she is hosted by the Mitaka Rotary Club, Dis-
trict 2750.  Her host counselor is Mr. Yoshihisa Suda.  You can 
contact Mélissa at melissa.t.laforge@gmail.com or follow her 
activities in Japan at http://mtl-peacefellow.blogspot.com/



Weaw was born, raised, and educated in Bangkok, Thai-
land.   She attended Bangkok University, PA for her Bach-
elor’s degree in Humanities.  She subsequently worked as 
a coordinator in many International and National organi-
zations. 

As a dynamic young Thai, Weaw is the founder and proj-
ect manager of  a V-STAY: Volunteer- Server Thailand 
And Yourself, which is established in relevance to the 
Tsunami tragedy in Phang Nga, Thailand in 2004. The 
project has brought 30 international volunteers from all 
over the world. Weaw has gained most of  her strength 
and energy from the people she has encountered in life. 
Later in 2007, her unforgettable internship in Republic 
of  Moldova helped her find deep interest and capacity in 
youth empowerment. As the trainer in providing profes-
sional skills such as leadership, teamwork, presentation 
and time management, she has broadened her worldview 
and her ability to motivate and inspire others. She has 
also engaged passionately in raising awareness in Anti-
Human Trafficking both, nationally and internationally. 
At ICU, Weaw’s research will focus on Peace education 
and service learning for Thai educational systems. She 
hopes to learn more about how to encourage and em-
power young people to be good to themselves and the 
others to promote happiness and harmony. 

Weaw is sponsored by Rotary Club of  Bangrak, a part of  
District 3350 in Thailand. She is hosted by Rotary Club 
of  Tokyo-East, District 2580. Her Host Counselor in 
Japan is Ms. Yukari Horiguchi. You can contact Weaw at 
weawish@gmail.com or follow her activities at http://
weawish.nomadlife.org. Twitter: /weawups

Jarunee Jarusruangchai     María  Celeste Morell
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María Celeste was born in Córdoba, the second largest 
city of  Argentina, and was raised in a small town in the 
north of  the country. She returned to Córdoba to pursue 
education, and she graduated as a lawyer from the Na-
tional University of  Córdoba. 

María Celeste’s area of  expertise is child protection. She 
has worked for nine years at the Judiciary of  Córdoba, 
as a legal assistant in juvenile and penal courts. She also 
holds diplomas in Protection of  Children Rights, Media-
tion and Prevention and treatment of  violence. In 2010 
she visited  the Middle East region, on a grant from the 
Israeli government, to participate in a seminar on youth 
promotion. As she has a special interest in gender issues, 
she plans to focus her research at ICU on exploring the 
role of  women in peacebuilding and peacekeeping strate-
gies.

She has a long experience with Rotary as she was an 
interactor (1992-94), rotaractor (1996-2006), and member 
of  a Group Study Exchange, to Brittany, France (2006). 
María hopes that the Rotary Peace Fellowship will be a 
unique opportunity to continue developing knowledge 
and practical skills to contribute in the improvement of  
human right protection all over the world.

María Celeste is sponsored by Rotary Club of  Alta Gracia 
Tajamar, a part of  District 4815 in Alta Gracia, Córdoba, 
Argentina. She is hosted by Rotary Club of  Ichikawa East 
District 2790. Her Host Counselor in Japan is Mr. Yasuo 
Tanaka.  You can reach María at mariamorell@. hotmail.
com, or follow her activities in Japan at www.rotarypeace-
fellow4815.blogspot.com.



Chia-Yin spent most life in Taiwan, where she got a B.A. 
in political science. Then she changed her clothes to be-
come a staff  in the ruling party for promoting congress-
men’s election campaign program, when she learned how 
to drink and laugh with farmers and labors.

When she felt tired of  politicians and considered that 
health may be more necessary for people, she returned 
to school for her master’s degree in public health. Soon 
after her graduation, she dressed up as an officer in the 
Department of  Health to smile for hosting foreign guest. 
It was her weekday.

She spent her leisure time doing voluntary work, like 
teaching reading in jails and with aboriginal tribes, and 
translating for NGOs. Taiwan’s democracy is so immature 
and needs help. It’s also very weak under the shadow of  a 
huge neighbor who always wants to influence her. 

This time, Chia-Yin decided to put on a new badge. She 
aims to research global food security during her Rotary 
Peace Fellowship. She aims to work in the UN to im-
prove regional health cooperation, and food security thus 
lessening the chance of  conflict.

Chia-Yin is sponsored by Taipei Orient Rotary Club, a 
part of  District 3520 in Taiwan.  She is hosted by Kawa-
saki Chuo Rotary Club, District 2590.  Her Host Coun-
selor in Japan is Ms. Matsue Aoki, an elegant calligrapher. 
After rice, if  you need some famous Formosa oolong 
tea, feel free to contact her via this e-mail, Lin.Chiayin@
gmail.com

Chia-Yin Lin

Taylor was born and raised in Portland, Oregon in the 
United States.  She received her Bachelor of  Science in 
Environmental Studies at the University of  Oregon Clark 
Honors College.  After graduation, Taylor worked as a 
legal and medical interpreter of  Spanish, Portuguese and 
English.  Between jobs, she traveled to South America 
and befriended artisans making things from discarded 
materials, rekindling her interest in reuse, recycling and 
art.  
Back in Portland Taylor spent her days working with 
Portland’s homeless community, and her evenings dig-
ging through recycling bins in search of  materials for her 
next creation.  From fashion to furniture, her artwork 
evolved; as did her philosophy about waste. She noticed 
how certain people are ignored and rejected in much the 
same way that waste is, and research revealed that some 
of  the world’s most stigmatized people are those living 
in, or surviving from, waste.  In 2008 Taylor began Live 
Debris, a collaborative series of  art exhibits, workshops, 
interventions and exchanges aimed at teaching new reuse 
traditions while discussing issues of  social exclusion.  
Taylor has organized Live Debris events in the US, Brazil, 
Lebanon and Burma/Myanmar.  After quitting her job 
in interpretation in 2009, Taylor moved off  the grid to 
Ekone Ranch, a rural education center where she worked 
as a full time artist and teacher while gaining skills in 
community conflict resolution, sustainable living and cre-
ative education.  As a Rotary World Peace Fellow, Taylor’s 
research will explore creative strategies for transforming 
peoples’ perceptions of  waste and the people who sur-
vive from waste.  
Taylor is sponsored by the Portland Pearl Rotary club, 
District 5100.  She is hosted by Ebisu Rotary Club, Dis-
trict 2750.  Her host counselor is Ms. Yoko Hatano.  You 
can contact Taylor at livedebris@gmail.com, or follow 
her work at www.livedebris.org.

Taylor Cass Stevenson
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Christopher was born on an Air Force base in Missouri, 
USA and was raised in Cleveland, Ohio.  He attended 
The Ohio State University stateside and The University 
of  Lyon II in France and obtained a Bachelor of  Arts 
in French Language and Literature. Using his French, 
he joined the Peace Corps in Mali, West Africa where he 
served as a Natural Resource Manager in Forestry. 
Since, he has studied Reiki & Ayurveda and worked in 
Tiger Conservation in MP, India. He has taught English 
in Taiwan and coordinated International Work Exchanges 
for University students with The Council on International 
Educational Exchange (CIEE) in New York City.  His 
experiences include working as an administrator and team 
leader with AmeriCorps NCCC, a US based national ser-
vice program, leading Service Learning trips overseas for 
over a decade with Global Works Travel and World Lead-
ership School, touring his home country as an Education-
al Actor and more recently, teaching Peace and Conflict 
Resolution curriculum to youth in California. For the past 
three years, Christopher has worked as a facilitator with 
The Mosaic Project, a unique outdoor school uniting 9 
and 10 years old from diverse backgrounds and provid-
ing them with essential skills to thrive in an increasingly 
diverse society and empowering them to strive for peace.  
Christopher hopes with his ICU studies, to expand 
service learning initiatives overseas and to assist in the 
implementation of  Peace and Conflict Resolution models 
for youth the world round.
Christopher is sponsored by the Oakland Sunrise Rotary 
Club, a part of  District 5170 in California.  He is hosted 
by the Rotary Club of  Urawa, District 2770.  His Host 
Counselor in Japan is Saty Izutani.  You can reach Chris-
topher at lindstromcj@gmail.com or follow his activities 
at: http://christopherjohnlindstrom.blogspot.com.

Christopher John Lindstrom

“Peace is not merely 
a distant goal that 

we seek but a means 
by which we arrive 

at that goal.”
 ~Martin Luther 

King Jr.

“Peace is not merely 
a distant goal that 

we seek but a means 
by which we arrive 

at that goal.”
 ~Martin Luther 

King Jr.
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Nelson Sanz-Cadena 

 Mara Alinea Duer

For his AFE, Nelson combined a one month training on peace 
and conflict transformation in Bologna, Italy and three months 
internship at Search for Common Ground in Timor-Leste. The 
Empowering Peacemakers Symposium Nelson attended was 
a unique event organized by Johns Hopkins SAIS in partner-
ship with the International Peace and Security Institute. The 
program offered the opportunity to graduate students to partic-
ipate in daily group discussions, simulations and seminars on 
issues related to negotiation, conflict resolution and trans-
formation. Also, students have the opportunity to learn from 
leading peacebuilding experts. The panels of experts included 
political leaders, Nobel Prize laureates, academics, practitio-
ners, and advocates working in fields related to peacebuilding 
from around the world.

 At Search for Common Ground, Nelson supported local staff on the production of a radio drama program called Karau Diku 
ba Dame (Horn of Peace). This program is part of a larger Youth Radio for Peacebuilding initiative conducted by Search For Common 
Ground in post-independence Timor-Leste. The program provides an open space for young men and women to voice issues specifi-
cally affecting them. The key to this program is that it presents young Timorese with cooperative rather than adversarial approaches 
to conflict to shift the way the youth deal with conflict affecting their local communities. Nelson was responsible for managing the 
production of 25-episodes of the radio drama while also designing and implementing an evaluation system to document and moni-
tor the development of the recording process. The internship at Search For Common Ground allowed Nelson to become aware of the 
important role played by the youth in peacebuilding and reconciliation in post-conflict societies. Nelson had the opportunity to engage 
in sound research on the issue of youth gangs and martial arts groups in Dili while also conducting interviews with young leaders and 
local non-government organizations working with youth gangs. His stay in Timor-Leste allowed Nelson to further his thesis research 
and to gain first-hand experience on youth violence in this country.  
 Nelson is sponsored by Rotary Club Las Mercedes, District 4370 in Caracas.  He is hosted by Rotary Club of Tokyo Chofu, 
District 2750.  His Host Counselor in Japan is Mr. Hideharu Yahata. 

in Venezuela. She appreciated the opportunity to 
learn the psychological approach used in helping 
refugees re-establish their self worth as individu-
als, family members, and members of a commu-
nity—essential steps in achieving self-reliance. 
Mara is sponsored by the Rotary Club Monserrat, 
District 4890, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. She is 
hosted by Yokohama Naka Rotary Club, District 
2590 in Japan. Her counselor is Ms. Chizuko 
Ohno. She can be contacted at Mara.duer@gmail. 
com.
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For her AFE, Mara went to Maracaibo, the second biggest city of Venezu-
ela, where she worked for HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) during 
July and August. HIAS provides protection and assistance to some of the 
most vulnerable refugee populations around the world. Depending on the 
location, these services can include trauma counseling, art therapy, legal 
advice and humanitarian assistance. In Venezuela, the organization’s main 
focus is psychosocial assistance. Additionally, it offers legal services and 
assistance in finding employment.
The border between Colombia and Venezuela measures 2219km. Because 
of the armed conflict in Colombia, Venezuela has become the biggest 
recipient of Colombian refugees in need of international protection. Mara 
joined HIAS’ team in order to create a special program for youth, a group 
yet to be  approached by the organization. She led a project of youth em-
powerment, whose result was a photo exhibition featuring photos taken by 
the young participants, in which they narrated their stories and presented 
challenges as refugees in Venezuela. The project aimed to help the children 
process their traumatic experiences in a positive light. Additionally, Mara 
created an assessment report on the youth refugee population. The youth 
project that Mara helped create has since been incorporated into the perma-
nent programs offered by HIAS in that region.
During her AFE, Mara had the chance to work in conjunction with UN-
HCR, the Red Cross, Caritas and OIM. She attended conferences on gender 
issues, human trafficking and refugee camp management, and workshops 
on armed conflict and youth refugees. As a whole this experience increased                              
Mara’s understanding on armed conflict in Latin America, the extreme             
vulnerability of the refugee population and the complex political situation 



Nathalie Ahanda

During July and August, Ivone worked together with a group of civil 
society organization in Argentina headed by local NGO La Casita and 
agencies from the Ministry of Social Development of Argentina whose 
labor focuses on strengthening the promotion of social economy and 
local development. Activities ranged from assistance in design of logic 
framework projects, design of follow up and evaluation techniques and 
assistance in strategies for networking and communication with Public 
organizations. Ivone produced two specific projects, a project that aims 
to create microcredit networks that covers 5 towns in the suburban 
region of Buenos Aires and another project aimed at strengthening social participation, solidarity and volunteerism using social 
sport, supported by authorities from the national agency of social sport in Argentina.
Ivone was also invited to make a presentation on a social economy case study at the symposium in “Innovation and Social En-
terprises” organized by University of Bologna and the European Research Institute on Cooperative and Social Enterprises, dur-
ing one intensive week in the village of Bertinoro in Italy. The event brought together a varied range of practitioners from Egypt, 
Palestine, EEUU, Europe, Colombia, Russia, Niger, Brasil, Etc.
Ivone pursues a masters in Public Economics at ICU and her thesis research aims to better understand the role of innovation and 
entrepreneurship in growing cities as well as self help strategies pursued by deprived people in order to secure incomes.
She is sponsored by Rotary Club “Los Polvorines”, a part of District 4855 in Buenos Aires and hosted by Rotary Club of Kuni-
tachi, District 2750.  Her Host Counselor in Japan is Mr. Takahide Murakami. 

Nathalie wanted to do her Applied Field Experience (AFE) in Japan. 
As her goal was to build up her leadership skills in a multicultural 
environment, she has spent half of her Applied Field Experience within 
ICU campus as facilitator for the first edition of the Global Leadership 
Studies Program. She was helping coaches and lecturers but also had 
the opportunity to attend the program as participant. Alongside with 24 
Japanese managers from Japanese leading Corporations and one Viet-
namese scholar, she integrated this intensive program. It was a compre-
hensive program with lectures, coaching sessions, Global Leadership 
Proficiency, Entrepreneurship and Innovations, Culture and Communica-
tions as well as Body and Soul. Prestigious international and Japanese 
guests were among the lecturers. The participants were also assigned 
individual and group work. Nathalie is extremely grateful for having had 
this opportunity, to learn more about Japanese corporate culture and re-

flect on Japan’s challenges after the 3/11 earthquake 
and tsunami through group exercises. 
For the second part of her Applied Field Experi-
ence, Nathalie initially thought about going to West 
Papua, Indonesia but due to security issues her plans 
changed at the last minute. She finally linked with 
Africa Japan Forum (AJF) a Japanese NGO based 
in Tokyo and established in 1994. AJF’s aims are to 
create a partnership with people based organizations 
in Africa and work towards sustainable development 
and global health issues. AJF’s has been interested 
by Nathalie background in sexual and reproductive 
health and wanted her to work with them in order 
to implement a program for African migrants in 
Tokyo. Nathalie conducted a series of interviews to 
assess local needs among the African communities 
in Tokyo and evaluate initiatives by other stakehold-
ers with an aim to identify and implement the best 
approach. As the program is still in its embryonic 
stage, she is hoping to be able to succeed within the 
coming months to sustain this project, which will 
exemplify AFJ’s work with African community in 
Tokyo. AFJ and Nathalie look forward to securing 
a program that will help reach out to marginalized 
communities. Indeed, some African migrants, espe-
cially women, have difficulties accessing social and 
medical services in Tokyo and not many organiza-
tions are working with this population yet.
Nathalie is sponsored by Rotary Club of Paris-Nord, 
France - Sponsor District: 1770. She is hosted by 
Rotary Club Tokyo North, District 2580.  Her Host 
Counselor in Japan is Mr. Andre 
Zimmermann.

Yesica Ivone Zarate
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  Mutiara Pasaribu

Lydia Humenycky
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Mutiara interned at the Judicial System Monitoring Pro-
gramme (JSMP) in Dili, Timor-Leste.  JSMP is one of the 
prominent organizations in Timor Leste. They undertake 
extensive outreach work in Dili and throughout Timor 
Leste. Initially the aim was to inform East Timorese people 
of the decisions of the Ad Hoc Tribunal and Special Panels 
for Serious Crimes. JSMP’s outreach work has expanded to 
include human rights training, training of judicial officials 

and district workshops explaining judicial pro-
cesses and civil and political rights. JSMP cre-
ated the Women’s Justice Unit to focus on cases 
involving women victims of domestic violence 
as a result of researching the situation of women 
in the formal justice sector. In 2005 JSMP estab-
lished a Victim’s Support Service, a legal refer-
ral and legal aid service for women. During her 
internship, Mutiara assisted the Outreach Unit in 
designing and writing a book of advocacy guide-
lines for the organization. Mutiara interned for 
about two months at JSMP, from July to August 
2011. Through joining JSMP, Mutiara gained a 
better understanding and deeper knowledge about 
women victims of domestic violence and how 
their rights are fulfilled by the judiciary system in 
Timor-Leste. Mutiara believes that positive peace 
cannot be achieved without the availability of 
gender justice. 

Class IX AFE

Lydia worked as an emergency response and conflict 
mitigation associate with Pax Mondial in Washing-
ton D.C. for her Applied Field Experience.  Lydia 
spent three months with Pax Mondial, from July until 
September, developing its corporate social respon-
sibility (CSR) program for the extractive industries, 
supporting the growth of the conflict mitigation unit 
through securing business development opportunities, 
and researching and monitoring election violence in 
transitioning democracies.  
Lydia chose to work with Pax Mondial because of her 
interest in small consultancies that work in the areas 
of international development, conflict prevention, 
and CSR.  She plans to write her thesis on the topic 
of corporations that create shared value – a branch of 
CSR philosophy.  Her work with Pax Mondial was 
an excellent way to mix her academic research with 
future career aspirations.  
Lydia is sponsored by the Norwin Rotary Club, a part 
of District 7330 in Western Pennsylvania.  She is host-
ed by Toda Rotary Club of Japan.  Her Host Counselor 
is Mr. Ueno.  You can read about Lydia’s adventures 
during the first year of her fellowship experience at 
www.lydiamoves.wordpress.com 



Anne Kjær Riechert 

    Mark Flanigan

For her Applied Field Experience, Anne worked as 
community manager at IDEO, an innovation con-
sultancy focusing on human centered design. From 
June – September Anne worked in Silicon Valley, 
where she was able to combine her interests in 
design thinking, participatory development and 
social impact. She worked on the award-winning 
www.OpenIDEO.com platform, where more than 
18.000 users from over 170 countries tackle global 
social challenges together. 

Anne’s task was to increase the reach and deepen the level of participation in the evaluation phase of the open innova-
tion process. She amongst others conducted stakeholder interviews, facilitated brainstorms and created an information 
video to improve the user experience. The work Anne has done for OpenIDEO will serve as background for her master 
thesis, which will focus on open social innovation. 
Working for IDEO was a dream come true for Anne, and even though she had high expectations, reality far exceeded her 
imagination. During her stay in California, Anne was also able to interview several thought leaders in her field of study. 
She facilitated a workshop at the SOCAP 2011 conference in San Francisco and she even got hired to model for Bed-
sider (a national campaign to prevent unplanned pregnancy). Anne never shies away from a new challenge and a good 
story to tell!
Anne is sponsored by Copenhagen Rotary Club, District 1470. She is hosted by Musashi Fuchu Rotary Club, District 
2750. Her host counselor is Mr. Kiyotomo Terashima. You can contact Anne at anne@kaospilot.dk and follow her ad-
ventures on www.atokyotale.blogspot.com

hours) anywhere in the world provided free of charge to the disaster-affected 
country. 
Two of the most recent UNDAC team deployments were to the earthquake 
responses in Haiti and Japan, which Mark plans to study in further detail to 
inform the development of his academic thesis here at ICU. Lastly, Mark 
was able to meet with the senior Political staff of The Permanent Mission of 
Japan to the United Nations in Geneva, explaining the role of Rotary Peace 
Fellows and developing key contacts in the Japanese government related to 
international humanitarian assistance and disaster response. His host coun-
selor is Mr. Shiro Noguchi of the Kawasaki Marine Rotary Club Distrtict 
2590.

For his summer 2011 AFE, Mark Flanigan 
was selected to participate in the Duke 
University Program on Global Policy and 
Governance in Geneva.
http://sanford.duke.edu/graduate/mpp/ge-
neva/
As part of the Humanitarian Assistance and 
Human Rights track, Mark took a week-
long intensive academic course while also 
interning for 12 weeks with the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA). As part of the 
UN Secretariat, OCHA mobilizes and coor-
dinates effective and principled humanitar-
ian action in partnership with national and 
international actors. 
Mark served as an Intern in the Field Coor-
dination Support Section (FCSS) of the
Emergency Services Branch of OCHA Ge-
neva, specifically working on the analysis of 
the United Nations Disaster Assessment and 
Coordination (UNDAC) system. UNDAC is 
part of the international emergency response 
Network for sudden-onset emergencies, 
and can deploy teams at short notice (12-48 
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“Live as if you 
were to die to-

morrow. Learn as 
if you were to live 

forever.”
 ~Mahatma Gandhi

15

Moments...
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Noguchi-san’s mother is a 
teacher of Shamisen, and 
thus I received a private 

lesson on how to play this 
traditional instrument.  She 
prepared a delicious home-

made Japanese dinner, 
which I thoroughly en-

joyed.  Since I was invited 
to stay overnight, I relished 

in the traditional accom-
modation, which included 

some impressive displays of 
calligraphy as well as origi-
nal paintings created by my 

friend’s father.
17

Moments...
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I don’t want anyone to appreciate the light or the pal-
ette of tones. I want my pictures to inform, to provoke 

discussion – and to raise money. – Sebastiao Salgado
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Featured Alumni 

Jason Hutson (ICU Class VI Peace Fellow) 
is the founder/playground director of  the 
public interest group “What Sport Creative”; 
a Tokyo-based creative community that 
engages and supports grassroots community 
members for action. Creative play, idea incu-
bation and career advancement are some of  
the key elements for Jason’s social projects in 

Japan, which he hopes will gradually begin to make a positive impact 
on a global scale. As a part of  his work, Jason has, amongst others, 
organized a sportswear donation campaign to support Papua New 
Guinea school children in the western province of  Daru-Kiunga, 
served Tohoku youth with donations after the 3.11 Disaster, and 
since 2009 Jason has organized the “Rising Suns” project, which 
brings Japanese basketball and design into the global spotlight at the 
Quai 54 International Streetball Championships-- held each year in 
Paris, France.
With the launch of  “What Sport Creative” Jason is merging sport 
and design to build communication projects that encourage creative 
play and experimentation in Japanese society. Jason believes that try-
ing new ideas and not being afraid of  making mistakes are vital as-
pects of  the innovation process and must be encouraged more and 
more, especially amongst Japanese youth. “What Sport Creative” 
wants to inspire young people to reach for their private and profes-

sional goals without fear of  judgment. Jason explains, “We are 
aiming to give people a playground where they can experiment 
with our professional design team, which helps out as men-
tors to our volunteers, then start to grow fresh new concepts 
(graphic artwork, product design, documentary film, and other 
multi-media stuff) and take it global.”
As Jason continues to grow his social enterprise in Japan, he 
underlines that the support he has received from Rotary Foun-
dation and Rotary International has made it possible for him 
to follow his passion and find his path in life. Likewise, Jason 
looks forward to working with Japanese Rotarians on future 
projects and to inspire local youth to follow their passions and 
dreams, from Japan to the world.
Please visit “What Sport Creative”: www.whatspo-tokyo.com
Follow Jason Hutson on twitter https://twitter.com/Jason-
Hutson

Peace is when you realize what we label as 
a “problem” is not really a “problem”, rather 

it is our reaction to a situation, that can 
either make it a problem or not. In essence, 
we must continually be mindful of our ac-
tions, how they affect others, and vice ver-
sa. Peace is remembering to respond with 

empathic reasoning, which when done, can 
bring an enormous amount of mutual un-

derstanding and peace.
~Nicole

Nicole Clark-Somerville is a Coordinator of  School Culture at 
the DC Bilingual Charter School in Washington, DC. In her job she 
manages the schoolwide behavior management system which uses 
non violent communication strategies to resolve conflict. Her re-
sponsiblities include developing a peace education framework which 
links student learning to global issues, and coordinating the capstone 
year for senior students which culminates in a trip abroad. Nicole is 
also responsible for the coordination of  schoolwide cultural events.
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I had the opportunity to hear Juan Manuel Santos Calderón, 
the President of  the Republic of  Colombia speak on peaceful-
ly rebuilding his country from a time of  corruption, both with 
illegal drug trade and violence, to a nation standing on its own 
two feet for its people.  President Calderón spoke to diplo-
mats, academics and students at the United Nations University 
in Tokyo. I am continually reminded that my opportunities to 
learn, as a Rotary World Peace Fellow, go far beyond the class-
room, as Peace Fellows we have the capacity to learn about 
issues from representatives across the globe every day.  

~ Allison Kwesell

As part of  his efforts to integrate peace theory and practice at 
the grassroots level, Class IX Peace Fellow Mark Flanigan was se-
lected to attend various outreach activities in Tokyo this autumn. 
He attended The Japan-U.S.-South Korea Civil-Military Disaster 
Preparedness Workshop: “Policies, Procedures and Partners” in 
September at the U.S. Embassy and the UNITAR Series on Sea 
and Human Security: “Tsunami and the Natural Environment: 
Lessons Learned for Effective Planning” in October at the Uni-
versity of  Tokyo. Lastly, Mark was a featured guest at the For-
eign Volunteers Japan “Face to Face” Event in October, where 
he spoke and showed a video about his experiences as a Rotary 
Peace Fellow who volunteered for Tsunami relief  in northeast 
Japan.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdAMI_KDPkA

Beyond the Classroom

Adjusting to life in Tokyo is different for everyone.  Coming from the Pacific NW 
corner of  the United States, my idea of  peace includes reducing my ecological foot-
print by doing things like composting my food scraps. Now that I am living in a tiny 
Tokyo apartment without a yard, figuring out how to compost here has been a great 
challenge. I finally managed to find some composting worms (and a very open-mind-
ed roommate!) and am composting food waste in my apartment... and sharing the 
idea with others in my neighborhood.  This photos is of  the small worm bin I made 
from plastic bins.  I keep my worm bin under the sink, where I can compost 2 kilos 
of  food waste per day.
~Taylor Stevenson

‘With the daily news of  flooding at home in Thailand, it is hard to 
be far away. What I can do here is to be mindful and help as much 
as I can via online communities. It is true that we never prepare for 
this. There is no lesson provided or any system in place to handle 
the situation. As a result everyone is lost in one way or another. 
However, even in this crisis small flowers bloom.  It is everywhere, 
kindness of  all. Volunteers arise same as the level of  flooding, still 
not fast enough though. The knowledge, information and system 
have been put into practice right away. Good practices and a solid 
model are being introduced. As Thai, we are learning this in the 
hard way. Still, we are learning though. Thai, Ganbatte ne! This too 
shall pass.’ ~Jarunee Jarusruangchai

© Allison Kwesell

© Michael Martin
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Many Thanks...

“Kind thanks to Fukuzawa-san for his assistance and generosity at the begin-
ning of  my stay in Japan, otherwise my first 24 hours in Tokyo would have 
been disastrous!” ~Auriel

“Mr. & Mrs. Miyazaki, have been 
tremendously welcoming, generous, 
and dedicated to Rotary Peace Fellows 
throughout the years.  Since my arrival 
in Japan, they have treated me like 
a member of  their family.  I will be 
forever grateful for their kindness and 
friendship.”    ~Mélissa

“Bets over UNO games during a trip to Mt. Fuji, homecooked 
meals, a place to always rest my head and a counselor who is just 
a phone call away. I thank you, Kijima San, Akiko San, Yuri San, 
Eri San and Uncle Jack San for welcoming me into your home and 
your family. I have family in Japan and for this I am grateful.”

~Alli

Tanaka-san welcomed me right after I arrived. He soon in-
troduced me to my host District and Club, and the activities 
they’re involved in. He is helping me to discover the Japanese 
culture. He makes me feel I have a family here. He is all that 
a counselor has to be, and much more. All my recognition to 
him, and the Rotarians of  D. 2790. ~María

Lin Chia-Yin (Class 10) presenting a work of calligraphy to the club 
president, Shinji Noguchi-san and her host counsellor, Ms. Matsue 
Aoki-san, at her first Rotary, Kawasaki Chuo Club, meeting.
The calligraphy offers sincere wishes for world peace.
Thank you Aoki-san for your kindness and for helping me improve 
my Japanese language skills. ~Lin

Thank you for such a warm welcome of Tokyo-East Rotar-
ians. Your smile, laughter and kindness,  all make me feel 
like I’m not far away from home.
~Weaw

© Allison Kwesell
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“When I think back to the years I spent at ICU, I still remember vividly how much support, understanding and care 
Kotaki-san gave me and the other fellows.” 

“She is a wonder woman.  There are no words to express my gratitude for your hard work, commitment and patience.” 
Involved with the Rotary Peace Fellowship at ICU since 2008, Kotaki-san has witnessed the evolution of  the program and 
been inspired by the increasing impacts of  alumni worldwide.  The wealth of  experiences, knowledge, and ideas that each 
fellow brings to this program is important.  Their involvements and constructive feedback has, and will continue to shape 

the development of  this educational experience.
Although a little nervous about the position to fulfill, Ohno-san is confident in her abilities to support the current and 

upcoming fellows.  She welcomes each and every one of  us to communicate openly and share our comments and sugges-
tions.  Ohno-san, we look forward to our continued collaborations.  Gambatte!!  

Kotaki-san reminds us of  all the tremendous and meaningful opportunities available through the academic, institutional 
and Rotary based networks.  “Take full advantage of  your two years in Tokyo!”  Get involved on campus; attend work-

shops, seminars; get to know Rotarians during functions and cultural events; this will all contribute greatly to your academ-
ic, personal and professional growth. 

It is obvious, the extent to which Kotaki-san has the wellbeing of  fellows at heart.  We are all very grateful for her contin-
ued support, kindness and patience.  Her newborn baby boy is truly blessed to have such a terrific mother.  Kotaki-san, we 
hope you will enjoy every precious moment of  this new chapter of  life, motherhood.  We are thinking about you and we 

are sending you and your family our warmest wishes.   
Otsukaresama deshita! Arigatou!!
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You don’t know what you 
have until it’s gone…

When it comes to Kotaki-san, we all know the extent to 
which she has supported the Rotary Peace Fellows throughout 
the years and truly appreciate all her hard work and dedication.   
The following quote excerpts of  past and current fellows cer-
tainly reinforce this statement:   

“Kotaki-san deserves every word of 
praise that exists in any vocabulary.”
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