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International Christian University 
(ICU) has welcomed this past 
September a new group of Rotary 
World Peace Fellows under the 
umbrella of its Rotary Peace Center 
program. This diverse group comprises 
middle-career professionals coming 
from Australia, Bangladesh, Japan, 
South Africa, Mexico, Pakistan, the 
United States and Thailand. Their 
fields of expertise vary: from strategies 
to prevent further spread of HIV and 
AIDS in South Asia, participation in 
United Nations peacekeeping missions 
in Africa, social development projects 
in Latin America, and strategic studies 
in the Middle-Eastern & Asian regions. 
These young professionals are enrolled 
in ICU’s Graduate School of Public 
Administration for master course work 
in Peace Studies. 
 

ICU Rotary Peace Center 

Since 2002, ICU has been designated 
one of six Rotary Peace Centers 
worldwide, providing a two-year 
master’s program to those interested 
in peace and conflict resolution.  Each 
year, the ICU Rotary Peace Center 
accepts up to ten Rotary World Peace 
Fellows.  These fellows are chosen 
through worldwide competition on the 
basis of both their academic 
competence and their ability to have a 
significant impact on world peace and 
conflict resolution. 

ICU Rotary Peace Center Newsletter 
 
 

  

ICU and the Rotary Peace Center wish 
them the best success in their studies 
and hope that their two years in Tokyo 
will be enjoyable and productive. 
Welcome!  
 
 

Get to know the new Rotary World Peace 
Fellows. Please refer to pages 2 and 3.  

 

In addition to their formal course 
work, the peace fellows are provided 
opportunities to visit historical sites, 
such as those in Hiroshima and 
Okinawa, interact with peace 
researchers and activists, participate 
in local Rotary activities in Japan, 
and do field work and intern with 
various international agencies and 
NGOs. 

Contact: 
 
Rotary Peace Center 
International 
Christian University 
Education & Research 
Building I, Room 115 
3-10-2 Osawa, Mitaka, 
Tokyo 181-8585 
Tel: 
81-(0)422-33-3681 
Fax: 
81-(0)422-33-3688 
E-mail:  
rotary@icu.ac.jp  
Website: 
http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/ro
tary/index.htm 

Class VII Fellows with Mr. Sakuji Tanaka,  
center, Trustee of  The Rotary Foundation,  
and Mr. Masateru Kawajiri, far right, Rotary 
Center Host Area Coordinator 

ICU Welcomes Class VII 
Rotary Peace Fellows 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Golam Mostofa  -  Bangladesh 
 
Mostofa is from Bangladesh. He studied 
political science at Aligarh Muslim 
University, India and received a graduate 
degree in Peace and Conflict Studies from the 
University of Dhaka. He also studied Peace 
and Conflict Transformation at the University 
of Tromso, Norway and joined an online 
certificate course on Transforming Civil 
Conflict, jointly organized by the University of 
Bradford, UK, and The Network University, 
Netherlands. 
 
Mostofa began his career with the National 
Democratic Institute for International Affairs 

Meet the Class VII Rotary Fellows 
 

Hiroyoshi Hiratsuka - Japan 

Hiroyoshi’s research focuses on Cross-
Cultural Training for Peace and Conflict 
Resolution. He attempts to grasp culture of 
peace and violence in a more comprehensive 
way from both psychological and sociological 
perspectives. His current research interests 
are the impact of cross-cultural experience on 
career development, international service 
learning and global citizenship. 
 
Hiroyoshi specializes in developing education 
abroad projects with an emphasis on 
Japan/U.S. relations and Cross-Cultural 
Training.  Most recently, he presented 
Contrast Culture Method: Confronting 
Cultural Memories of War and Peace with Dr. 
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(NDI), a U.S. based international 
organization, as a Program Assistant in the 
Study Circle Program in 2003. Before leaving 
Dhaka he was working as a Program Officer 
in the Strengthen Parliament and Political 
Party Development Program of NDI. 
 
His hobbies include photography and cricket. 
His academic interests are Alternative 
Dispute Resolution and Peace-building. 
 
He is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Dhaka 
Kawaran Bazar, District 3280 and is hosted 
by Yamato Rotary Club, District 2780. 

Edward Stewart May, 2008.  He also has 
worked on developing International Service 
Learning projects. Hiroyoshi holds an MA in 
International Education from World 
Learning's SIT Graduate Institute in 
Brattleboro, Vermont (2004), and a BA in 
International Studies, concentration on 
Chinese Cultural Studies (2001, Cum Laude) 
from Ramapo College of New Jersey in 
Mahwah, NJ. He has been engaged in 
professional opportunities outside of the U.S 
as an international internship coordinator at 
the University of Duisburg-Essen in 2004. 
 
He is sponsored by the Rotary Club of  
Conway, South Carolina, District 7770 and 
is hosted by Kawasaki Hiyoshi, 2590 

Jennifer Devlin  -  Australia 

Jenny’s aim is to learn to practice peace 
inside herself, as well as to be part of 
creating it in the world around her.  

She brings to this endeavor her professional 
background in mediation and law, which 
informs her interest in the field of conflict 
facilitation and fuels her curiosity about the 
outer socio-political manifestations of 
intrapersonal, interpersonal and inter-group 
peace and conflict. 

 

Jenny is inspired by psycho-social activists 
who have worked to create peaceful 
communities not only by eliminating the 
occurrence of oppressive social structures 
and practices, but also by insuring the depth 
and sustainability of such change through 
work on the inner psychological, spiritual 
and physical dynamics of such 
manifestations.  

She is sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Darwin, District 9550 and is hosted by 
Tokyo Aoyama, District 2750.  
. 
 Jay Gilliam – United States 

 
Jay grew up in Arlington, Texas, and is a 
graduate in political science of Amherst 
College, where he first learned Japanese and 
traveled during his junior year to Tokyo to 
study at Sophia University.  After graduation 
in 2004, Jay returned to Japan for a year to 
teach English in Osaka.  
 
Jay moved to Washington, DC in 2006 to 
work as a legal assistant.  He continued his 
ties to Japan while in Washingon. At ICU, he 
plans to look at how political movements in 

Japan are trying to redefine the country’s 
post-war pacifist history and how those plans 
could change regional stability in East Asia.  
He wants not only to develop policy ideas and 
papers but also find meaningful ways for 
Japan to further use its rich resources to 
provide aid to those countries around the 
world that need it.  He is excited to return to 
Japan! 
 
He is sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Arlington, Texas, District 5790 and is hosted 
by Tokyo Setagaya Minami, District 2750. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

ICU Rotary Peace Center Newsletter Page 3 of 8 

Tauqeer Hussain - Pakistan 

Tauqeer holds a Masters of Philosophy degree 
in Defense and Strategic Studies from Quaid-
I-Azam University Islamabad and a masters 
degree in International Relations from 
Bahauddin Zakariya University Multan 
where he received a silver medal.   

Before coming to Japan, he worked as 
Research Scholar for the Islamabad Policy 
Research Institute (IPRI), one of the leading 
think tanks in Pakistan.  Previous 
employment history includes Quaid-I-Azam 
University Islamabad, UNDP, World Bank, 

Urban Resource Center (URC), and electronic 
and print media. 

Tauqueer’s area of research is the changing 
role of nuclear weapons in South Asian 
security and the political and technological 
dimensions of nuclear arms control and non-
proliferation issues. He regularly contributes 
opinions to national newspapers. 

He is sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Islamabad Margalla, District 3270 and is 
hosted by the Rotary Club of Tokyo, District 
2580. 

 

 Krongchai Inthasuwan (Joy) - Thailand 

Joy was born and grew up in Thailand. In 
1997, she earned Bachelor of Arts degree 
(Linguistics) from Carleton University, 
Canada. In 2000, she began work as Program 
Coordinator of Population and Development 
International (PDI). The work has focused on 
assisting Southeast Asia’s rural poor to 
improve their quality of life through 
integrated health, community development 
and environmental conservation projects. 

She learned the value of community 
participation in all aspects of development 

and the need to establish grassroots 
institutions to address community-based 
integrated rural development. In 2002, she 
accepted the position of HIV/AIDS Program 
Officer for Southeast Asia with Norwegian 
Church Aid (NCA). The work at NCA has 
shown her the root causes of HIV/AIDS: 
poverty, inequality, and conflict. Her thesis 
will focus on the analysis of the effectiveness 
of Millennium Development Goals on poverty 
alleviation. 
 
She is sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Bangrak, District 3350 and is hosted by 
Kawasaki Todoroki Club, District 2950. 
 
 

 
Jorge Meruvia - Mexico 

Jorge has experience working with the 
government in Mexico and NGOs in Brazil. 
His main focus is social development and 
public policies.  He is the son of immigrant 
Bolivian surgeons, and graduated with honors 
with a B.A. in Communication Studies at the 
Universidad de las Americas, Puebla, Mexico, 
in 2005.  

Jorge received first-hand experience on 
development issues working with indigenous 
and peasant communities. Once in university 
he was a scholarship student for the 
International Relations department and 
editor of the student’s newspaper. He 
organized demonstrations against  the  

intervention in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
undertook courses on Cultural Studies at 
Concordia University, Montreal, Canada 

After completing his university degree, he 
worked as a speech advisor for the 
government in Mexico. In 2007 he traveled to 
Brazil and collaborated in the planning & 
strategy of NGOs committed to the homeless 
population. Before arriving at ICU, Jorge 
performed as director of a technical training 
school in the Youth’s Institute of his 
hometown in Mexico. He speaks Spanish, 
English, French and Portuguese.  
 
He is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Puebla 
Mirador, District  4180 and is hosted by 
Kawaguchi Hatogaya Bunan, District 2770. 
 
 

 

 

Morgan Pillay – South Africa 

Morgan comes from Pietermaritzburg, South 
Africa and holds a Bachelor of Arts and 
Bachelor of Laws degrees from the University 
of KwaZulu Natal.  

Morgan practiced law with an attorney’s firm 
in Durban, South Africa and thereafter 
worked for almost nine years for the South 
African National Defence Force (SANDF) as a 
Senior Military Legal Practitioner in a 
commissioned rank of Major. 

During his career with the SANDF, he served 
in two United Nations Peacekeeping Missions 

as a Military Legal Adviser – in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC, 
2002 – 2003) and Liberia (UNMIL, 2004 – 
2005).  

His research interest is in the United Nations 
International Criminal Tribunals and their 
impact on international law and 
jurisprudence. He has been living in Tokyo 
with his wife Eri since 2006. 

He is sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Grahamstown, South Africa, District  9320 
and is hosted by Ichihara Chuo, District 
2790. 
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Applied Field Experiences from Class VI Rotary Fellows 

As part of the Rotary World Peace Program, every year up to 60 new Fellows 
around the world go overseas to share their skills and learn from 
communities and organizations. In this section the Class VI Rotary Fellows 
at ICU give an account of their experiences during 2008’s summer. 

Angeli Mendoza -  Philippines 
 
Jumping from the corporate world to peace 
work, Angeli Marie Mendoza spent her 
internship at the Geneva Centre for Security 
Policy (GCSP) in, Switzerland, home of many of 
the world’s international organizations. 
Working under the tutelage of GCSP’s Deputy 
Director Katharina Vogeli, Angeli examined the 
turning points of Burundi’s ten-year Peace 
Process from 1995-2005 and had tête-à-tête 
discussions about the machinations of 

international conflict resolution. In addition, 
she assisted in various public relations projects. 
Angeli also participated in Duke University’s 
Global Policy and Governance Geneva Program, 
an intensive one-week course where 
practitioners and experts in the field discussed 
the latest issues (e.g. humanitarian assistance, 
health, sustainable development, etc.) plaguing 
the international community. Angeli considers 
her field experience “truly enriching and a 
source of inspiration” for her future professional 
work. 

Jason Hutson - United States 
 
Jason’s research topic aims at using sport for 
peace and development in Northeast Asia.  For 
his AFE, he attended the 2008 Summer 
Olympics in China. The past summer in Beijing 
represented one of the best opportunities in this 
generation for Japanese and Chinese youth to 
come together and begin building bridges 
through sport.  

Jason attended various conferences and cultural 
activities, such as the What Makes a 
Champion? Olympic Forum and the 2008 UN 
Ministerial Conference on Sport for 
Development and Peace. This opportunity was 
truly one-of-a-kind and Jason hopes this will 
help future Rotary World Peace Fellows become 
more involved in the Sport for Peace and 
Development movement. 

 
Ibn Khaldun Center 
for Development 
Studies, Cairo, Egypt 
 
 
 
 

 
Promoting tolerance 
at elementary schools 
in Kanagawa 
Prefecture, Japan 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Angeli Mendoza -4th 
from left to right- 
with members of the 
Geneva Centre for 
Security Policy, 
Switzerland 
 
 

 
Jason Hutson –on the 
left- with Johann 
Olav Koss, president 
of Right to Play in 
Beijing, China 
 

Rebecca Miller -Australia 
 
Rebecca recently returned from a 10-week 
internship at the Ibn Khaldun Center for 
Development Studies in Cairo, Egypt. The Ibn 
Khaldun Center opened in 1988 as the first 
independent research institution in the Middle 
East devoted to the study and promotion of 
democratisation throughout the region. The 
center undertakes research projects, both 
commissioned outside the center, in addition to 

pursuing community-based projects, including 
micro-finance, democracy, education and 
literacy. Whilst at the center Rebecca edited 
chapters of a book that was commissioned by 
the center and translated documents and 
articles from Arabic to English for publication. 
The highlight of her experience was meeting 
many Egyptians who are passionately dedicated 
to democracy-building in Egypt, often at great 
personal risk. She also learned about the 
difference between Egyptian and Western-style 
business organization. 

Emmanuel  Mutisya –  Kenya 
 
Emmanuel Mutisya worked with Initiatives of 
Change (IofC) in Tokyo, Japan. IofC is a diverse 
network committed to building relationships of 
trust across the world. It is an NGO with 
Special Consultative Status with the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations, with 
headquarters in Switzerland and several other 
countries.   
 
Emmanuel worked both in the office and field. 
Office duties included program planning. While 
there, IofC undertook two programs. The first 
brought different personalities from Japan’s 

neighboring countries, including Australia, 
Malaysia, China, South Korea, Taiwan, and 
others. This program aimed at building trust 
across nations. The team visited the mayor’s 
office and schools in Tokyo. The second program 
was a student exchange between university 
students from Japan, China and South Korea. 
This aimed at building trust and strengthening 
existing relationships amongst these countries’ 
youth.  
 
For Emmanuel, his AFE was a great 
experience, which impels him to the next step: 
working on downscaling of microfinance in the 
Great Lake Region in Africa, and showing that 
economic growth is directly related to peace. 
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Patricia Aliperti –  United States  
 
Patricia (RWPF Class V) interned with 
Grameen Bank in Bangladesh to learn about 
micro-credit and the degree to which it 
empowers women. Small loans are given to the 
poor without collateral to engage in income-
generating activities since they have no access 
to commercial banks. She traveled to seven 
villages throughout the country to observe 
center meetings and visit borrowers’ homes to 

 

 
Village Center 
Meeting for weekly 
installments, 
Bangladesh 
 
 
 
 

 
Oussou, second from 
top right with 
members of UNITAR-
Hiroshima office, 
Japan 
 
 
 

 
Panoramic view of the 
port city of Haifa,  
Israel 
 
 
 

Joint picture of 
UNHCR interns with 
the High 
Commissioner, 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Anne at Root Cause in 
Boston, United States 

see the impact of micro-credit in their lives.  
She also visited sister companies, including 
field observations with Grameens’ Education, 
Health, Energy, Fisheries and Livestock, the 
factories for Grameen Knitwear and Danone, 
and the hospital for eye-care. This was an 
invaluable experience to learn at the grassroots 
level how Grameen Bank contributes to the 
achievement of Millennium Development Goal 
on poverty alleviation, and how their social 
business model influences society. 

Ana Galvez -  Argentina 

Ana joined Kayan, “Being” in Arabic, a feminist 
organization established by and for Arab 
Palestinian women living in Haifa, Israel, for 
her summer AFE experience. Ana’s main task 
in Kayan was to collaborate as a research 
assistant for its Economic Empowerment 
department, on topics such as women’s unpaid 
and unrecognized labor, global gender 
indicators, sharing parental responsibilities 

among others. Kayan is a capacity-building 
organization dedicated to strengthening 
grassroots women in order to eliminate all 
forms of discrimination against Arab 
Palestinian women, and work towards 
achieving full and equal rights legally, socially 
and economically. For Ana, her experience at 
Kayan provided her with first-hand knowledge 
of Arab Palestinian women's special 
contributions, their current status, and needs in 
Israel. 

Anne Radday –  United States 
 
Anne Radday is working with two 
organizations, Social Innovation Forum and 
Social Impact Research, both under the group 
Root Cause in Boston, Massachusetts, USA for 
her AFE.  She is analyzing recent trends in 
charitable giving and is designing a discussion 
series for donors and financial advisors about 
strategic philanthropy. Anne has also designed 

and delivered a workshop entitled, Strategic 
Philanthropy: Implications of Recent Trends at 
the Boston University School of Management 
Annual Forum for Social Entrepreneurs. As 
part of Root Cause’s business planning process, 
Anne is helping the organization think 
strategically about building a Social Impact 
Investment Community among its donors and 
potential donors. 

Geoffrey Philip Mwesiqwa -  Uganda 
 
Geoffrey interned with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Geneva, 
Switzerland. His AFE began with a one-week 
course on humanitarian assistance organized by 
Duke University Program on Global Policy and 
Governance, which focused on humanitarian 
challenges and assistance. Geoffrey was exposed 
to humanitarian policy aspects and operations, 
visited related agencies in Geneva. Afterwards, 

he began a two-month internship with 
UNHCR’s Operational Solutions and Transition 
Section, and provided technical support to 
UNHCR self-reliance operations in the field. 
Geoffrey gained more knowledge and skills 
while providing technical support in the area of 
livelihood activities. The AFE was a great 
opportunity for hands-on experience, making 
new friends, and networking with people from 
various UN organizations.  

Kouame Remi Oussou – Cote  d’Ivoire 
 
Oussou interned at the United Nations 
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), 
at the Hiroshima Office. He researched nuclear 
and renewable energy issues and participated 
in the screening and selection of applicants to 
the Kushiro Workshop Project for Biodiversity. 
In the frame of the Joint UNITAR- UNESCO 
Asia-Arab Interregional Philosophical Dialogues 
on the Roles of Philosophy in War and Peace, he 

performed as assistant and also as presenter on 
the issue of Nuclear Energy and Sustainable 
Development.  Oussou’s experience with 
UNITAR-Hiroshima raised his intrinsic 
strengths and resilience to some urgent and 
stressful situations. Together with his 
professional experience, the internship 
enhanced his ability to meet and work with 
people from various cultural backgrounds. 
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“…the noble call of the inhabitants of 
Hiroshima for the world to look at their 
story as a reminder that peace is the 
only way and that nuclear weapons must 
be abolished…” 

Visit to Hiroshima: Reminder and Hope 
 

 

. 

 

 

 

Conferences and visits 
to memorial museums 
were part of the 
activities of RWPF’s 
during the Hiroshima 
trip. 

 

Class VI with Director Masaki Ina, center 
left, and Coordinator Mari Kotaki, far right. 

 

 

Upcoming Global Peace 
Celebrations 

 
The United Nations acknowledges a variety of 
celebrations at an international level. To the 
right are listed some notable dates, such as 
September 21, International Day of Peace, 
December 18, International Migrants Day and 
March 8, International Women’s Day. A full 
listing can be found at the United Nations web 
site at: 
www.unac.org/en/news_events/un_days/interna
tional_days.asp. 
 
 

 

After intensive course work over the 
winter-term, the Rotary World Peace 
Fellows Class VI (RWPFs) embarked on a 
challenging and inspirational annual field 
trip to Hiroshima. 
 
Accompanied by Rotary Peace Center 
Director Masaki Ina and Coordinator Mari 
Kotaki, the eight RWPFs spent four days 
in Hiroshima and held focused discussions 
on the city’s experience during the Second 
World War and their admirable quest to 
rebuild their lives without calling for 
vengeance on the perpetrators of their 

unbelievable human suffering and 
devastation.  
 
The RWPFs visited the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Museum, Park and Memorial 
Hall for the Atomic Bomb Victims where 
they learned about the noble call of the 
inhabitants of Hiroshima for the world to 
look at their story as a reminder that 
peace is the only way and that nuclear 
weapons must be abolished. From their 
meeting with the Hiroshima-based 
Rotarians, Class VI further learned about 
Rotary’s commitment to peacemaking.   
 
Moreover, the fellows gained more insight 
about the cruel realities of war by talking 
with some of the atomic bomb survivors 
themselves and about peace work through 
various meetings with researchers and 
practitioners from the Hiroshima Peace 
Institute, the Hiroshima University and 
the United Nations Institute for Training 
and Research (UNITAR).  Though it may 
seem that Class VI was consumed with the 
issues of peace in Hiroshima, they were 
able to squeeze in some rest and relaxation 
in their action-packed itinerary while 
being chased by some wild deer in 
Miyajima. 
 



A
 l u m

 n i     N
 e w

 s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cathy Brown (Class IV) 
“I am in my second year of the Sustainable 
Forestry and Nature Management MS program 
and after a summer course in Northern Italy, I 
am in Southern Sweden for five months of 
classes. In January I will return to Copenhagen 
to work on my thesis, which will focus on 
participatory forest management planning in the 
US and Denmark.” 
 
Ryan Fenwick (Class IV) 
Ryan Fenwick is Assistant Account Executive at 
Edelman Public Relations in Washington, DC. 
He works on the International Affairs team, 
managing media relations and public image 
campaigns for a number of international 
government accounts. 
 
Phumphat Chetiyanonth (Class V) 
“I am now working as a field manager for the 
organization called "Catholic Office for 
Emergency Relief and Refugees" (COERR). 
COERR is a humanitarian assistance 
organization rendering assistances to the 
refugees from Burma in the refugee camps along 
the Thai-Burma border. My role is to oversee the 
overall programs of the organization, on 
Protection of Extremely Vulnerable Individuals, 
Sustainable Agriculture and Environmental 
protection and Promoting Peace and 
Reconciliation.” 
 
Megumi Nishikura (Class V) 
Megumi is currently working full-time in 
television industry in the United States, as she 
continually bridges the world of media with the 
world of peace building. 
 
Johanna Stratton (Class V) 
Johanna started working with the Peace & 
Governance Programme of the United Nations 
University in Tokyo from July 2008. As an 
Academic Programme Associate, she is engaged 
in research and capacity-building efforts. At 
present, she is focusing on a project that 
addresses HIV/AIDS in African Armed Forces, as 
well as a comparative research project on 
transitional justice in Eastern Europe and Latin 
America. In September, she co-organized an 
outdoor film salon night at the UNU, where the 
world premiere of "Soldiers of Peace" was 
screened. On the weekends, she teaches 
"Democracy English" to Burmese activists who 
live in Japan. 
 
Noelle Volin (Class V) 
“I am now in my first semester of law school at 
Hamline University School of Law in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.  The school has one of the top Dispute 
Resolution Institutes in the country, and I am 
hoping to be able to obtain my certification in 
Alternative Dispute Resolution along with my 
Juris Doctorate.  I have also become an honorary 
member of Stillwater Sunrise Rotary Club (my 
sponsor club), and have been giving 
presentations at various clubs in the district 
about my two years as a Rotary World Peace 
Fellow.” 
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Rowan Gri ffin  (Class I) 
“As Principle Policy Officer for Integration in 
the South West England Regional Assembly, 
my work involves external relations, setting 
up multi-agency networks with the Civil 
Service, investment bodies and the third 
sector for public sector improvement in 51 
local authorities across South West England. 
I contribute to background research and to 
the drafting of regional policies. I am now 
also involved in preparations for the 2012 
Olympics.” 
 
Heather Brock (Class I) 
Heather Moise (Brock) is a middle and high 
school teacher in Cleveland, Ohio, USA area. 
 
Margaret Soo (Class I) 
Margaret is Chief Operating Officer of 
Malaysia's National Management 
Institute.  She was recently inducted as the 
first woman Rotarian at the Rotary Club of 
Petaling Jaya.  She lives in Kuala Lumpur. 
 
Shannon O’Brien (Class II) 
After returning to Boston, Massachusetts in 
2005, Shannon O'Brien became the Founding 
President of the Boston RotarAct Club (2006-
2007), and continued to attend, and give 
speeches at Rotary conferences. O'Brien 
worked for the Harvard Foundation for 
Intercultural and Race Relations from 2006-
2008. In 2009, O'Brien will graduate from the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education with 
an Ed.M, in Technology, Innovation and 
Education, through which she plans to 
promote active citizenship through 
educational media.  
 
William Nealy (Class III) 
“I am currently in The Lakes District of 
England where I am in training for my new 
position as Business Development Consultant 
for Impact International.  I am based in the 
Tokyo office, but the world HQ is in 
England.  I am also working in the London 
and Warsaw offices while I am in Europe.  
Impact is a global management training 
company that helps individuals and 
organizations communicate more effectively 
and work together better through leadership 
training, change management, teams 
consulting and coaching.” 
 
Daniel Sturgeon (Class III) 
Daniel Sturgeon is working for the Tokyo 
Shimbun and has been covering the White 
House, State Department, and 2008 
presidential election. Recently, he attended 
the Democratic National Convention in 
Denver, and the presidential debates in 
Mississippi and New York.  Daniel is also 
active in the Capitol Hill Rotary Club where 
he is a member and now chairman of the 
Foundation Committee. He is also working 
with the district and zone alumni to develop 
the Rotary Foundation Alumni Network in 
Washington, DC. 
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Rotary Peace Center Staff 

Director: 

Masaki Ina  

Associate Director: 

Temario Rivera 

Manager of Graduate 
School: 

Jun Hasegawa 

Coordinator:  

Mari Kotaki  

 

Newsletter Committee: 

Ana Galvez 

Jay Gilliam 

Joy Inthasuwan 

Jorge Meruvia 

Geoffrey Mwesigwa  
 

 

 

On November 12th and 13th, Professor Paul Rizza from the Rotary Foundation of Rotary 
International will visit ICU’s Rotary Peace Center. He will hold meetings with current 
fellows and Rotary Peace Center staff, tour the campus, and meet with ICU faculty. This is 
part of Rotary International’s biennial visit to all of its Peace Centers in order to improve the 
program and maximize its impact.  
 

Rotary International Biennial Site Visit 
 

Peace Forum: 
Refugee Film 

 On May 28, 2008, the Rotary Peace 
Forum presented the film Invisible 
Children at ICU as part of UNHCR’s 
preview of its 2008 Refugee Film Festival. 
RWPF Geoffrey Mwesigwa and his wife 
Claire answered questions about the 
Lord’s Resistance Army’s influence in 
Uganda and the present situation in the 
country. 
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On June 7, 2008, ICU held the Sixth 
Annual Rotary Center Seminar featuring 
the graduation of nine Rotary Peace 
fellows who gave presentations on their 
masters’ theses. Prof. Norihiko Suzuki, 
ICU president, formally opened the 
seminar.  Mr. Sakuji Tanaka, trustee of 
the Rotary Foundation, and Mr. Masateru 
Kawajiri, Rotary Center Host Area 
Coordinator, gave welcome speeches.  
More than 100 guests from Japanese 
Rotary Clubs attended while Mr. Espen 
Malmberg represented Rotary 
International. 
 
RWPF Class V and their thesis titles: 
– Gina Ballesfin (Philippines): Living 
With The Enemy Perspectives of 
Bosnians, Serbians and Croatians after 
1991-1995 War in the former Yugoslavia;  
 
– Phumphat Chetiyanonth (Thailand): 
Surviving at the Bottom: A Study of 
Elderly Refugees on the Thai- Burma 
Border;  
 

– Asel Myrzabekova (Kyrgyzstan): The 
Potential of Non-conventional Individual 
Lending in Microfinance in Kyrgyzstan;  
 
– Megumi Nishikura (USA/Japan): New 
Media Technology: The Next Platform in 
Peace Building Dialogue;  
 
– Phillip Phiri (Zambia): The Absence of 
Armed Conflict in Zambia;  
 
– Johanna Stratton (Australia): 
Negotiated Democratic Transition in 
Myanmar: Perspectives from the Burmese 
Diaspora on the Pursuit of Dialogue;  
 
– Noelle Volin (USA): The Protection of 
Civilians: How the Impossible Mandate 
Impacts UN Peacekeeping Operations; 
and  
 
– Agnes Wielink (Netherlands) The 
Relationship between Students’ 
Acquisition of Inter Cultural Competence 
and the Design and Execution of Study 
Abroad Program. 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sixth Annual Rotary Center Seminar at ICU 
 

As part of the Rotary Peace Forums, 
Professor Akira Usuki from Japan 
Women’s University gave a lecture to ICU 
students entitled Palestine/Israel Conflict 
Revisited: a Japanese Perspective on 
February 13, 2008.  
 
Professor Usuki has extensive academic 
expertise in Middle-Eastern Studies with 
his main research interests focusing on 
the political and social history of modern 
and contemporary Palestine/Israel, 
Jewish immigration from Arab countries 
to the State of Israel since its 
establishment, and Japanese policies for 
the Middle-East during World War II.  
 
During the forum a wide variety of 
students from ICU learned and explored 
more about the history of Palestine/Israel 
to better understand the current situation 
in the region. 
 

 

Palestine/Israel Conflict: 
a Japanese Perspective 

 

The RWPC Class V 
presented their thesis 
during the Annual 
Seminar 


