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Professor Katsuhiko Mori has been at International Christian Univer-
sity for over eight years, and although he is not officially affiliated with 
the Rotary Peace Center, he has worked extensively with Rotary Peace 
Fellows as an academic advisor and as a respected professor of  several 
classes. Every Fellow from Class XI has had the pleasure of  taking a 
course with Professor Mori during this academic school year and Fel-
lows are always keen to receive his wise advice. Professor Mori special-
izes in global governance, environmental sustainability, and interna-
tional relations, which are key components to many Fellows’ interests 
and research. His contribution to the academic experience has easily 

made him a favorite among graduate students at ICU.

According to Professor Mori, increased collaboration is one of  
the most positive aspects the Rotary Peace Center has brought to 
ICU, and also is the area in which there are even more opportu-
nities for improvement. He speaks very positively of  the two-
way exchange between Fellows and faculty at ICU. Since the 
Peace Center founding, collaborative projects have included: the 
Rotary Peace Forum, various ongoing research projects, newly 
developed symposia, as well as increased service learning oppor-
tunities. Essentially, Fellows have brought a more action-oriented 
approach to the classroom.

From a personal standpoint, Professor Mori spoke fondly of  
previous Fellows who have incorporated their professional expe-
riences to assist in curriculum development, which he still utilizes 
in his classroom today.

However, despite the progress made over the last eleven years, 
there remain additional opportunities for collaboration to create 
a more dynamic, interdisciplinary dialogue at ICU and among 
Peace Centers worldwide. “Outside of  academia, there is often a 
very narrow understanding of  peace. It is the responsibility of  
Fellows to covey that numerous issues, like political rights and 
environmental conservation, are closely related,” stated Profes-
sor Mori. For their future success, Professor Mori hopes Fellows 
will impact decision-making process at the policy level via inno-
vation and action.

Class XI Fellows in their Advanced Studies and International Relations 
course with Professor Mori, developing frameworks for their thesis.
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Thank you very much for all your contributions to the Rotary Peace Center 
and ICU, sensei. All the best to you and your future endeavors!

A Fond Farewell
Professor Temario Rivera Retires

Before coming to Japan, you were the Chair of  the Political 
Science Department of  the University of  the Philippines. 
How did you transition to teaching at ICU?
I was first invited to ICU as a visiting professor in the late 1990s. 
While I was a visiting professor in the old Division of  Interna-
tional Studies, a new position in international relations became 
available and I was strongly encouraged by my colleagues such as 
Professors Niitsu, Ueta, and Kunugi to apply. I applied for this 
position partly because I have always been fascinated by the 
unique experience of  Japan as the first non-western country to 
successfully industrialize and modernize. I was also captivated by 
the serene, peaceful atmosphere of  the ICU community which I 
found ideal for intellectual pursuits.

Having been its Associate Director from 2007 to 2011, what 
do you appreciate most about the Rotary Peace Fellowship 
(RPF) program?
The RPF program has provided the ICU community with the 
single biggest source of  cultural and intellectual diversity. By at-
tracting Peace Fellows from all parts of  the world, this program 
has strengthened ICU’s role as a center of  peace studies in the 
region.

How do you want the RPF program to progress in the future?
ICU must be able to attract more Peace Fellows from developing 
countries and strengthen its linkages with other peace studies 
centers all over the world through collaborative research, study 
exchanges, and field internships.

Now that you have moved on from ICU, what are your cur-
rent activities and future plans?
I am now busy completing a book manuscript on the politics of  
the post-Marcos Philippines. I will also teach one graduate 
course at the University of  the Philippines and do research and 
advocacy work for the Center for Peoples’ Empowerment (Cen-
PEG), an NGO in the Philippines.

Dr. Temario Rive-
ra, Comparative 
Politics Professor 
and former Asso-
ciate Director of  
the Rotary Peace 
Center, off icially 
bade goodbye to 
I C U  t h i s  p a s t 
March. Aside from 
inspiring countless 
students, Professor 
Rivera’s legacy in-
cludes shaping the 
Rotary Peace Cen-
t e r  p r o g r a m 
through his in-
volvement in the 
r igorous Rotary 
Peace Fellow selec-
tion process. The 
following inter-
view sheds light on 
this sensei’s life be-
fore, during, and 
after ICU.
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Behind the Scenes
A Brief History of the Rotary Peace Assis-
tant Coordinator
Last November, Class XI Rotary Peace Fellows had an absolutely 
amazing Thanksgiving dinner, thanks to the Fellows from the Unit-
ed States, who cooked the entire previous night without sleeping. 
But with limited Japanese language skills, how did they manage to 
go shopping for the rare and numerous ingredients for such tradi-
tional dishes for so many people? “I drove them to Costco by my 
own car” said Yae Shimizu, or more popularly known among Fel-
lows as ‘Yaya-san.’

Since December 2011, Yaya-san has served as the Assistant Coordi-
nator of  the Rotary Peace Center and has worked closely with Sato-
ko Ohno, the Rotary Peace Center Coordinator. She is originally 
from Toyohashi City, Aichi Prefecture, but moved to Chofu City af-
ter marrying. Despite Chofu being only 20 minutes from ICU by 
bicycle or car, Yaya-san enjoys walking 45 minutes to work.

Like the Peace Fellows, Yaya-san shares a similar experience of  
studying abroad and understands the joys, as well as the difficulties, 
that Fellows have in Japan. After finishing high school in 1999, Ya-
ya-san attended English language school and then studied music 
both performance and teaching concentration, at the Midwestern 
State University in Wichita Falls, Texas. Yaya-san’s interest in be-
coming a soloist in opera music was not at all a prepared plan; she 
made up her mind after meeting Dr. Donald Maxwell, a professor 
at the department of  music. “I chose you to be my student because 
your attitude toward learning is excellent,” he told her.

Yaya-san is relieved to see the Fellows doing well whenever they 
drop by the office, and she hopes that all the Fellows complete their 
studies without problems. She also hopes that they learn more 
about Japan before their next adventures in life. Based on her over-
seas experience of  studying a foreign language literally from scratch, 
Yaya-san knows that the more you learn the language the more the 
world can open up to you. “I am hoping that the Fellows will study 
Japanese diligently, one step at a time, and explore Japan and love 
the country, since you all are here to make the best out of  the op-

Peace Fellow Support
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Shigeru Takou
A Committed Counselor
Shigeru Takou is a passionate, proud owner of  a sushi restaurant in 
Higashi-Kurume, as well as a Rotary Peace Fellow Host Counselor. 
Talent, focus, and big smiles are what greet you when walking into 
his restaurant. The entire space hums with a unique and magical 
rhythm.

Takou-san is an entrepreneurial person with a big heart. Inspired by 
his family’s engagement in the local community’s volunteer services, 
he joined the Higashi-Kurume Rotary Club to make a contribution 
and positive difference in the place he calls home. Within moments 
of  being in his presence, Takou-san’s drive and motivation become 
evident. Over the years, he has become an appreciated Rotarian en-
gaged in the organization as a Rotary Peace Fellow Host Counselor 
and a Rotary Foundation District Committee Member.

Takou-san has left many meaningful impressions on the Rotary 
Peace Fellows over the years. Gifted, enthusiastic, and ambitious, 
people like Takou-san are a big part of  what makes the Rotary 
Peace Fellowship program an amazing experience. He engages the 
Rotary Peace Fellows with such enthusiasm and generosity, whether 
cooking for them in his restaurant or chatting with them at a Rotary 
event. Most recently, he organized an outing for Fellows from 
Classes X and XI, along with Rotarians, to attend the Summer 
Grand Sumo Tournament in the Ryogoku Kokugikan on May 26, 
2013. Attendees capped the event with an evening meal of  chanko-
nabe. Gochiso sama deshita! Takou-san, from everyone at the Ro-
tary Peace Center, “Thank you!”

Photos By: Allison Kwesell
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A Spotlight on Human Security
ICU Plays Host for 32nd International 
Symposium
This past March 11, 2013 marked the 
two year anniversary of  the Fukushima 
nuclear disaster, which left an indelible 
mark on Japan, and set the stage for 
nuclear crisis talks at this year’s 32nd 
International Symposium entitled “Hu-
man Security In Crisis? Global Insecu-
rity after the Financial Crisis and Fuku-
shima”.
The all-day event took place on Janu-
ary 26, 2013 at ICU as part of  a joint 
collaboration between the Social Sci-
ence Research Institute (SSRI) at ICU 
and the Institute of  Global Concern (IGC) at Sophia University. 
Our very own faculty at ICU, Wilhelm Vosse, Director of  SSRI and 
Professor of  Politics and International Relations, and Giorgio 
Shani, Senior Associate Professor of  Politics and International Re-
lations, were the principal organizers of  this engaging event. Several 
hundred participants, including Rotary Peace Fellows, were in atten-
dance.
The distinguished keynote speakers represented a diverse body of  
leading scholars on the subject of  human security/insecurity. Invit-
ed lecturers included Mr. Kinhide Mushanokoji, President of  the 
Japan Association of  Human Security Studies (JAHSS), Ms. Saskia 
Sassen, the Robert S. Lynd Professor of  Sociology and Co-Director 
at Columbia University, and Mr. Mustapha Kamal Pasha, Sixth Cen-
tury Chair and Head of  International Relations at the University of  
Aberdeen, UK. Each speaker gave thought-provoking presentations 
on the threats and vulnerabilities facing our global society.
The events of  the day were particularly noteworthy for Rotary 
Peace Fellow Class XI, Ms. Flynn Jebb, who remarked, “I was im-
pressed with the level of  discourse, the varied viewpoints provided 
by serious academics, and the access granted to ICU students to be 
part of  such an interesting conversation.” This sentiment was rever-
berated among all the Peace Fellows that day. It provided the op-
portunity to bring classroom learning into practice by directly en-
gaging with global scholars.
We thank Professor Vosse, Professor Shani, and all the guest lectur-
ers for this opportunity.

Peace Fellows Offer Up Collabora-
tion Advice

JICUF President Makes a Visit to Campus
In early February, Japan ICU Foundation’s President, Dr. David 
Vikner, visited ICU and met with Rotary Peace Fellows from Class 
X & XI, as well as Director Masaki Ina and Associate Director Gior-
gio Shani. The group discussed reactions to the Aspen Forum in 
October at ICU, as well as brainstormed other ways to encourage 
and support similar symposia and academic events in the future. ICU 
proved to be an incredible conference facility for the Aspen Form, 
and further use of  the campus for similar gatherings is essential.
It was also highlighted that greater means of  cross-collaboration 
between the Peace Centers would be advantageous, with social me-
dia a means to enable connectivity. There was also discussion re-
garding opportunities in which the Rotary Peace Fellows could bet-
ter connect with the undergraduates’ community at ICU. 
Specifically, the group considered ways ICU undergraduates might 
be able to better access the resources of  the ICU Peace Studies pro-
gram and the graduate students matriculated within. Rotary Peace 
Fellows from both Class X & XI also suggested ways they could 
reach out to the greater Mitaka community as members of  the ICU 
student body.
The Rotary Peace Fellows in attendance left with a better sense of  
the vast work of  the Japan ICU Foundation and the rich opportuni-
ties for support and collaboration that exist. The Peace Fellows 
would like to extend their thanks to Dr. Vikner for his time!

Other Activities....
On January 26, 2013, four Rotary Peace Fellows formed a panel to 
give talks on peace issues related to their research areas and cultural 
backgrounds. About 35 people attended this lecture session, which 
was organized by the Mitaka International Society of  Hospitality 
(MISHOP). Presenters lectured in English, while current and for-
mer ICU students simultaneously translated the information into 
Japanese. Presenters encouraged the audience to think about peace 
beyond a political perspective. They used their research experiences 
to stimulate discussions on topics, such as how different approaches 
to waste and sanitation can improve social relationships; religion 
and peace; music and peace; and international education and peace. 
Overall, there was a  provoking discussion among the audiences. 
Peace Fellows appreciated the opportunity to share and discuss 
peace issues with the local community outside the university.
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A Lesson on Peacekeeping
The Nonviolent Peaceforce Comes to ICU
On November 6, 2012, Peace Fellows attended a peace symposium 
titled “Unarmed Civilian Peacekeeping: Has the Time Come?” Dr. 
Ann Frisch, of  The Nonviolent Peaceforce (NP) and Butera Mu-
hamed Mpira, Class XI Peace Fellow, were the featured speakers.

Dr. Frisch is a retired Professor of  Education and Human Services 
at the University of  Wisconsin Oshkosh and also taught at the Uni-
versiti Pertanian (Agricultural College) in Serdang, Malaysia. She is a 
returned unarmed peacekeeper who served in the Nonviolent 
Peaceforce Guatemala mission in 2007. Currently, Dr. Frisch is a 
Senior Adviser to Nonviolent Peaceforce and Co-Chair of  Nonvio-
lent Peaceforce Fundraising Board US.

Mr. Butera Muhamed Mpira, is a returned unarmed peacekeeper in 
the Nonviolent Peaceforce missions of  Sri Lanka and South Sudan.

The speakers shared their experience of  the concept and practice 
of  unarmed civilian peacekeeping (UCP) with the participants. The 
speakers explained how UCP functions, where it has been applied, 
its success stories, its challenges and its future. The intention of  the 
presentation was not limited to sharing knowledge and field experi-

ences of  UCP, but it was also a forum for participants to express 
their views for worldwide UCP in volatile conflict communities.

The Nonviolent Peaceforce (NP) is an international unarmed civil-
ian peacekeeping force. NP goes to communities where there is a 
significant armed conflict on invitation from groups deeply rooted 
in the communities.

The symposium ended with inter-personal discussions between Dr. 
Frisch and some Peace Fellows. For the students, this was an op-
portunity to understand a theory being translated into practice. 
Some students promised to join CPU upon finishing their studies.
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Sakura Springs to Life
A Quintessential Japanese Experience 
for Peace Fellows
An indomitably cold winter is fading into distant memory as the 
splendor of  spring arrives. And the queen of  said splendor is 
sakura. For many Rotary Peace Fellows, one of  the noteworthy 
experiences of  the scholarship to study in Japan is the opportu-
nity to experience the local traditions, like hanami. A famed Jap-
anese event, the cherry blossom season is a time for all to reflect 
on the transience and beauty of  life. And of  course, it is the first 
outdoor activity of  the season to stave off  the effects of  cabin 
fever and to look forward to a delightful Tokyo spring.

This year’s hanami surprised everyone with its early arrival. In a 
literal overnight transformation, those unfamiliar with the 
blooming process might have awaken believing that winter had 
attempted one last attack before surrendering. The ivory petals 
ventured a whitewashing showiness in almost every photo frame 
in Tokyo. The simplistic brilliance of  a single flower leaves no 
one wondering how the flamboyance of  this collective bloom 
has inspired and soothed the Japanese nation.

“For me, as a foreigner, this is my first time to see cherry blos-
soms. It’s amazingly beautiful and walking down the street is 
heavenly,” remarks first-year Peace Fellow Duang-ramon Paap-
tanti. “I feel very lucky to be here because people come from all 
over the world just to see cherry blossoms. In Thailand, we have 
no seasons, so it was a nice reminder that there is transition and 
change in life.”

Having encountered yet another unique pastime, Class XI fondly 
anticipates future memories of  Japanese adventures, despite 
knowing that another winter looms on the horizon.
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Here and Now
Volunteering at a fishing village in Ishinomaki
From March 29th to April 4th, during spring break, ICU Rotary Peace Fellows 
Duang-ramon “Bee” Paaptanti and Yuko Oaku joined a group of  12 Japanese vol-
unteers as part of  the Imakoko Project coordinated by the Peace Boat Disaster 
Relief  Volunteer Center. Imakoko stands for “here and now” in Japanese, and the 
project aims to help reconstruct the fishing industry as well as to support the fish-
ermen in re-establishing their livelihoods.

The project works with various fishing villages of  the Oshika Peninsula in Ishino-
maki city, Miyagi prefecture. These villages were devastated by the 3-11 disaster; 
many of  them not only lost ships and equipment necessary for their fishery work, 
but also some have lost their family and friends in the tsunami.

During their stay, volunteers were matched up with different fishermen families in 
Fukkiurahama and Kitsunezaki communities. Before the disaster, the main source 
of  income  in the area was oyster farming. Since oysters take more than two years 
to grow to full size, many of  the fishing families have started working on Wakame 
seaweed farming, which grows much faster, while oyster farming recovers. With 
other volunteers, Bee and Yuko worked with their host fishermen families to pro-
cess seaweed for shipment.

Being the only foreigner in the group, Bee was concerned that the language barrier 
would be a problem in communicating with the fishermen, but in the end “lan-
guage was not an issue at all. It’s a common language that counts, the language of  
the heart in respecting and understanding one another,” she said. A week of  work-
ing and living alongside Ishimori Yuji and his family has taught Bee many lifelong 
lessons. She was particularly impressed by their commitment to work, and their 
hosting her with smiles on their faces after going through such a painful experi-
ence.

Akira Iizuka, one of  the fishermen of  Fukkiurahama, was out in the sea when the 
tsunami hit the area. “A huge body of  black water, scraping everything underneath 
the ocean, was going over my head. It was beyond my experience,” he said. After 
going through the shocks of  losing many possessions, he realized “human rela-
tionships are the most important things in life”.

He says receiving volunteers gives him courage and support. Working with volun-
teers “is not just about work, but also about engaging with people. It gives me a 
different kind of  encouragement,” he said. Fishing villages of  the Miyagi prefec-
ture are on the path to recovery, and they welcome volunteers with open arms to 
experience the beauty of  the village and the warmth of  its people.

For further information on the Peace Boat Disaster Relief  Volunteer Center, visit

http://peaceboat.jp/relief/ (English website)
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Adamou Hamadou
Microfinance and Women’s Empowerment: 
Evidence from the Dallol Maori Microfi-
nance Program in Niger
マイクロファイナンス（小規模金融）と女
性の権威向上：ニジェールのダロル・マオ
リ小規模金融プログラムからの実証

The approach to develop-
ment has shifted over the last 
decades from focusing on in-
frastructure and financing 
large capital intensive proj-
ects, to its current focus on 
meeting the basic needs of  
people in poor communities. 
Indeed, this new approach 
emphasizes the expansion of  
human capab i l i t i e s  and 
choices through the empow-
erment, which leads to a situ-
ation for all people to realize 
their potential.

In the implementation of  this approach, microfinance is one of  the 

tools used to reach this goal “to develop” people from poor ar-
eas in developing countries. Indeed, there exists a generally ac-
cepted assumption that microfinance programs offer an oppor-
tunity for participants to increase their income, which will lead to 
empowerment. In this thesis, the Dallol Maori Microfinance 
Program in Niger is used as a case study to analyze whether 
women, by participating in the program, are empowered or not 
and if  so, to what extent. This leads to the main research ques-
tion that the thesis seeks to address: Does participation in micro-
finance programs increase participants’ empowerment? The ulti-
mate goal is to verify the hypothesis that women who participate 
in microfinance programs increase their individual, household, 
enterprise, and community empowerment.
In order to address this statement, chapter one presents a brief  
socio-economic background of  Niger and the Dallol Maori Mi-
crofinance Program. The second chapter gives an overview of  
the general debate around the relationship between microfinance 
and women’s empowerment. In chapter three, a description of  
the methods used to test the hypothesis is presented, while chap-
ter four focuses on the presentation and discussion of  the statis-
tical analysis results. In chapter five, a discussion of  the findings 
is engaged, and an attempt to provide possible explanations for 
these findings is introduced. Finally, in the conclusion, a sum up 
of  arguments and a description of  strengths and limitations of  
the study as well as program implications of  the study findings is 
presented.
Adamou Hamadou is sponsored by the Washington Noon Rotary Club, a 
part of  District 7720 in Eastern North Carolina, USA. He is hosted by 
Tokyo Musashino Rotary Club, District 2580.

After two-years of  undertaking courses in a diverse range of  new academic fields and experiencing daily life in Japan, Class X’s Peace Fellow-
ship has culminated with the submission of  their theses on May 15, 2013. The experience has provided them with the theoretical knowledge 
necessary to enhance their professional pursuits in which they will embark upon graduation on June 28, 2013. Following is a summary of  
each of  the theses of  Class X Fellows that will be presented at the Rotary Peace Center annual seminar on June 8, 2013.

Thesis Summaries Class X
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Taylor Cass Stevenson
Beyond the Dust Bin: Bhutan’s Changing 
Values of Waste and Want
ゴミ箱の先へ：ブータンにおける必要・不
必要の価値観の変容

Auriel Niemack
Securitization of Infectious Disease: Impli-
cations for Global Health Governance
感染症の安全保障化：健康へのグローバル
ガバナンスへの含意

Waste and its treatment have long impacted not just the health of  or-
ganisms and the environment, but human interactions and social struc-
tures around the world. Waste gives way to a range of  behaviors, from 
anxiety to income generation, dispute to community organizing, from 
social discrimination and alienation to creative resourcefulness. Conse-
quently, it can be perceived as a scourge, as a boon, or as something in 
between. How people perceive and respond to waste, and the people 
who work closely with it, has a profound impact on broader social val-
ues and corresponding behaviors. In this research project, the re-
searcher deals with daily consumer waste in the Himalayan kingdom 
of  Bhutan and uses what is thrown away as a means for assessing the 
relationship between everyday materials, acts of  consumption, and hu-
man value structures.

Bhutan is one of  the world’s least developed, but fastest growing, 
economies. It favors a “middle path” approach to development, but 
nevertheless is witnessing the spread of  consumerism and, conse-
quently, a rise in waste production. People in Bhutan are responding to 
both issues through a combination of  home-grown and foreign-adopt-

ed strategies. Through comparative analysis of  Bhutanese and 
foreign approaches to waste management, it becomes evident 
that sanitation and waste treatment can serve to encourage, rath-
er than discourage, waste production. This paradox is linked to 
the “mainstream” approach taken by groups regarding waste 
treatment. The approach concentrates on eradicating visible 
waste, but ignores the social and cultural implications of  material 
rejection and other normative management practices. In the re-
searcher’s work, she explores the interplay between waste and 
values in Bhutan to elucidate how the country may more effec-
tively and creatively prevent waste, while also calling into ques-
tion the usefulness of  goals that aim to eradicate waste com-
pletely.

Taylor Cass Stevenson is sponsored by the Portland Pearl Rotary Club, a 
part of  District 5100 in Portland, Oregon. She is hosted by Tokyo Ebisu 
Rotary Club, District 2750.

This thesis explores links between non-traditional human security and 
global governance, and interrogates the relationship between the secu-
ritization of  health, specifically towards infectious diseases, and the 
implications thereof  for the changing landscape within global health 
governance.

The state’s role in dealing with the human security needs of  its popula-
tion, as well as the demands placed upon it by norms within global 
health regimes bear further scrutiny. The case study, Indonesia’s expe-
rience of  the H5N1 avian influenza pandemic, examines how global 
governance and health security have influenced the nature of  Indone-

sia’s compliance. The thesis discusses Indonesia’s avian influenza 
pandemic, and the nature and extent of  the consequences that 
that this has resulted in. Factors that are considered to have in-
fluenced Indonesia’s policies during this time include state capac-
ity, agency, and more acutely the prevailing regime surrounding 
trade and patent law of  vaccines.

Other implications of  the securitization of  health issues include 
biosecurity, bioterrorism, and increased surveillance. These is-
sues, in turn, influence how policymakers and agencies within an 
issue-specific regime (in this case, health) will allocate resources 
towards certain health issue areas. There are advantages and dis-
advantages to increased bio-surveillance, and when juxtaposed 
against a highly securitized concept (for instance, the outbreak 
of  a disease) there needs to be a discussion of  these implications 
and priorities and how to balance them.

The relationship between compliance with an international norm 
(within global governance architecture) and the extent of  a state’s 
sovereignty bear further examination. To this end, Indonesia is a 
pertinent case study, given the Indonesian government’s refusal 
to cooperate with the World Health Organization in providing 
DNA samples of  the local strains of  the H5N1 virus. The justi-
fication invoked by the Indonesian government was a claim of  
‘viral sovereignty’, as well as invoking clauses within the Conven-
tion on Biodiversity (CBD). In recent years, the challenges sur-
rounding virus sharing appears to have been mitigated through 
the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework; however, this 
agreement comes with its own set of  implications that must be 
addressed. With regards to the evolving landscape within global 
health governance, a critique of  notable solutions for these is-
sues is provided within a discussion of  the current public-private 
partnerships that are intended to resolve this issue.

Auriel Niemack is sponsored by the Johannesburg North Rotary Club, a 
part of  District 9400 in South Africa. She is hosted by Tokyo Hachioji 
Minami Rotary Club, District 2750.
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Chia-yin Lin
Social, Political, and Economic Dimensions 
of International Food Safety Standards:  
A Case Study of Ractopamine in Meat  
Products
食品安全性に関わる国際基準を巡るポリ
ティックス：飼料添加物のラクトパミンを
事例として

Mélissa Toupin-Laforge
Internationalization and Multicultural  
Education: Promoting Socio-Cultural  
Transformation through Co-curricular  
Programs
国際化と多文化教育：併行カリキュラムを
用いた社会文化的な変容の促進
As the internationalization of  higher education continues to diversify 
classrooms, campuses, and extended communities in various parts of  
the world, one could argue that multicultural education is increasingly 
fundamental in delivering a positive and fruitful learning environment 
and experiences for all students. However, the implementation of  mul-
ticultural education is often characterized as a challenging long-term 
and multi-faceted endeavor that requires progressive structural and so-
cio-cultural changes. One of  the many ways to promote such institu-
tion-wide transformation is through co-curricular programs.
This case study will examine a particular leadership development pro-
gram that includes a short-term study abroad experience. Part of  an 
extensive intervention to improve the race relations on campus, as well 
as the quality of  teaching and learning, the Leadership for Change 
Program is designed to nurture critical thinking, leadership qualities 
and social action within the student body; enabling some students to 
drive forward the institutions’ transformative agenda. Utilizing a multi-
cultural education framework, as well as Paulo Freire’s pedagogical 
perspectives, this inter-disciplinary study examines the role of  this co-
curricular program in the institution’s transformation process. Incor-
porating the field of  international education, particular attention is 

In 2012 July, Codex, which is an expert agency that establishes interna-
tional food safety standards, decided the Maximum Residue Limit for 
ractopmine, a feed additive for cattle, by secret ballot in the second 
round of  a secret vote with a result of  68 votes in favor v.s. 64 votes 

against. This decision, made by Codex, not only meant ractopa-
mine is seen as a safe additive, but also influenced the policy of  
World Trade Organization whose members could not reject meat 
products produced with ractopamine any longer as an excuse for 
safety concern, or they may be sanctioned for their violation 
against free trade.
Ractopamine has been considered as a hazard chemical for hu-
man health prohibited by most countries. It was invented by a 
transnational pharmaceutical company based in the U.S. as a feed 
additive for cattle to improve their lean meat. It was licensed by 
the U.S. FDA in 1999 and successively used without safety con-
cerns in agriculture exporting countries such as Brazil, Canada, 
and Australia. On the other hand, in some countries, including 
EU and East Asian countries, meat products produced with rac-
topamine are prohibited for import due to their safety concern. 
Until the decision made by Codex in the summer of  2012, there 
was no international food safety concern with the use of  racto-
pamine. In the meantime, scientific literature has been published 
by individual governments and international agencies to prove or 
refute the safety of  ractopamine. Codex claims its decision is 
based on scientific evidence and consensus among member 
countries, but this rare decision-making process highlights the 
controversy of  ractopamine.
This research analyzes a series of  above-mentioned scientific lit-
erature to understand the political, economic, and social dimen-
sions behind this controversial decision-making process and in-
terprets the influence of  transnational pharmaceutical companies 
in influencing international food safety standards.
Chia-yin Lin is sponsored by Taipei Orient Rotary club, a part of  District 
3520 in Taipei city, Taiwan. She is hosted by Kawasaki Chuo Rotary 
Club, District 2590.

dedicated to the short-term study abroad experience, of  both the 
students and the educators involved in the program.
The opportunities and challenges of  utilizing this co-curricular 
program to promote agency for structural and socio-cultural 
changes are discussed. Furthermore, the attempt to link multi-
cultural education theory into practice, can hopefully stimulate 
the discourse on programming strategies and evaluative frame-
works used in the co-curricular sphere; thus, contributing to the 
development of  quality, learning outcomes, and impacts of  such 
programs. This case study considers the extent to which such 
types of  short-term, faculty-lead, study abroad programs can po-
tentially support the long-term goals and ethos of  multicultural 
education.
Mélissa Toupin Laforge is sponsored by the Rotary Club of  North Bay, a 
part of  District 7010 in North Bay, Ontario, Canada. She is hosted by 
Tokyo Mitaka Rotary Club, District 2750.
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Christopher John Lindstrom
Bullying Diffused: Exploring the Impact of 
The Mosaic Project, a Positive Youth Devel-
opment Program
いじめをなくすポジティブ青少年育成プロ
グラム “モザイク・プロジェクト” の成果
の検証

Jarunee Jarusruangchai
Citizen Youth: Promoting Five C’s in Social 
Development Project to Increase Social En-
gagement in University Students
シティズン・ユース～社会発展プロジェク
トにおける 5C 促進による大学生の社会関
与向上

Bullying has been linked to student fatalities all over the world, from 
Nigeria to Norway and from North America to New Zealand. Many 
students have been described as both perpetrators and victims of  bul-
lying in its various forms. Bullying, pervasive throughout the world, 
comes in many shapes and forms. This is a negative force in and 
around schools and has detrimental effects, which hamper learning in 
the classroom, and may result in depression, school dropouts, school 
shootings, and suicide.

The thesis begins with definitions of  types of  bullying and the actors 
involved, then explores the anthropology of  violence within this nega-
tive cycle, reviewing literature and cases, and posing questions. From 
there, it discusses Youth Empowerment and Positive Youth Develop-

“Youth today, Leaders Tomorrow” This saying has been used to pro-
mote youth development for decades. Youth are constantly treated as 
though they occupy a mere preparatory stage in society, marginalizing 
them from seriously engaging in social change projects. Until adult-
hood, they fill this role as partially developed citizens until they can 
vote or create a career for themselves. The field of  youth development, 
for some time now has focused on what youth should not be doing 
versus empowering them to see what else they could be doing. For ex-
ample, society discouraged youth from succumbing to drug or sub-

ment, Social Emotional Learning, and crucial life skills that 
might lead toward the eradication of  this vicious cycle of  vio-
lence, which remains pervasive in schools around the world. Us-
ing qualitative assessment tools, the researcher examines the out-
comes of  a case study of  a Positive Youth Development 
program in the United States in hopes of  contributing to the dia-
logue to end bullying.

Christopher John Lindstrom is sponsored by the Oakland Sunrise Rotary 
Club, a part of  District 5170 in California. He is hosted by Urawa Rota-
ry Club, District 2770.

stance abuse, becoming a teenage parent, or joining a gang, etc. 
But few opportunities are presented which encourage youth to 
become a mentor to others or join movements that have a signifi-
cant impact on their local communities or the world at large. 
Youth development is rooted in discouraging negative characteris-
tics, while largely ignoring positive potential. Research shows that 
youth with no troubles do not necessarily become good citizens.

From Prevention theory to Development theory, contemporary 
youth development models have shifted focus from preventing 
youth from potentially undesirable outcomes to developing their 
actual potential. In order to obtain positive outcomes, advocates 
must find ways to support youth in becoming good citizens and 
healthy adults. This idea gave birth to the concepts Youth Em-
powerment and Positive Youth Development; concepts which 
helped formulate the Five Cs model for youth development, 
which advocates for Competence, Confidence, Connection, 
Character, and Caring.

The researcher investigates the potential for using the Five Cs 
model to deepen and extend youth engagement in social devel-
opment projects. Her research finds that by promoting the Five 
Cs, advocates might help youth to better discover themselves, put 
their passions into action, and find or create opportunities to prac-
tice and challenge their own abilities through hands-on experience. 
This, in turn, can enhance their development both physically and 
mentally, and the interaction they experience within their commu-
nities can promote empathy towards others. The researcher’s work 
with Thai University students revealed that students’ motivations 
in participating in social development projects is largely self-serv-
ing, and she proposes the Five Cs model as a means of  deepening 
students’ altruistic investment in these projects.

Jarunee (Weaw) Jarusruangchai is sponsored by the Rotary Club of  Bang-
kok, Thailand, a part of  District 3350. She is hosted by Tokyo East Ro-
tary club, District 2580.
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Allison Kwesell
Coping with Complex Disaster: Media Effects, Perceived Stigma, Community Connect-
edness and Efficacy in Shinchimachi, Fukushima
複雑な災害への対処のあり方：報道の影響、住民が感ずる偏見、福島の新地町におけ
る地域の連帯感とその効力

María Celeste Morell
Away and alone. Unaccompanied and  
separated refugee children in Thailand.  
Human security approaches in response  
to their protection.
アウェイ＆アローン　タイにおける、「保護・養育者のいない
難民の子ども」及び「主たる保護・養育者から分離された難
民の子ども」の保護をめぐって―人間の安全保障の視点から

Many media theories exist, however, one quality overarches all of  
them: media affects society. These effects can be positive and negative 
in nature. They can be devastating in extreme cases. Surface reporting 
of  the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster, following the Great East 
Japan Earthquake, painted an incomplete image of  the disaster that 
has resulted in a stigma for the word Fukushima.

The case study in this thesis focuses on Shinchimachi, Fukushima, a 
village with 8,093 people. Of  this population, 109 people died in the 
tsunami. Shinchimachi did not receive much media attention and be-
cause of  this, the village is known as 忘れられた町, or the forgotten 
village. Shinchimachi is the northernmost town along the Pacific coast 
in Fukushima Prefecture and 50 kilometers from the Fukushima Dai-
ichi. People there live with the unknowns of  elevated radiation levels. 
The village has eight temporary housing units with tsunami refugees, 
as well as radiation refugees. Despite negative effects of  stigma, the vil-
lage of  Shinchimachi remains positive and demonstrates great efficacy.

This thesis is part of  a larger photography documentary project. The 
documentary work is, and will continue to be, used in publications and 
exhibitions to help paint a more full picture of  Fukushima Prefecture 
that goes beyond themes that have already been produced by main-
stream media. “Photographs create a space of  contemplation in the 
documentary record, through which people move at varied paces on 
their way to recovery” (Zelizer, 2011, p. 56). If  shared with the com-
munity of  Shinchimachi, as well as Japan and the world, documentary 
photography might provide a more complete picture of  the disaster. 

During and in the aftermath of  violent conflicts, natural disasters, so-
cial and civil turmoil, children separated from their parents and fami-
lies are particularly vulnerable to severe violations of  their human 
rights. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-

gees (UNHCR): unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) are 
persons “under the age of  18, unless under the law applicable to 
the child majority is attained earlier,... separated from both par-
ents and not being cared for by an adult who by law or custom is 
responsible to do so (unaccompanied); those separated from both 
parents and primary caregivers, but not necessarily from other 
relatives (separated)”. The complexity of  their situation urges a 
comprehensive interdisciplinary response, in line with interna-
tional standards. The lack of  an adequate legal protection, as well 
as appropriate policies, has a significant impact on their recovery 
from the traumatic experiences undergone. 
In her research, María Celeste Morell focuses on the challenges 
posed by the protection of  refugee unaccompanied and separat-
ed children (UASC) in Thailand, with special emphasis on Bur-
mese refugee children living in the camps established in the 
Thai-Burmese border area, using a Human Security approach to 
analyze the threats to which they are exposed. 
Given the results of  several decades of  revision and enormous 
changes in the perception of  “security”, and a shift from direct-
ing the main security concerns on the security of  states to the 
security and well-being of  individuals, Maria’s analytical efforts 
have focused on introducing the principles and frameworks guid-
ing the treatment of  children separated from their families as a 
consequence of  forced migration movements, within the context 
of  the Human Security paradigm. Her research aims to critically 
review the potentialities of  analyzing the refugee children experi-
ences through the lens of  Human Security, and to propose some 
concrete recommendations to contribute to the achievement of  
the high standards of  protection already widely recognized. 
María Celeste is sponsored by Rotary Club of  Alta Gracia Tajamar, a 
part of  District 4815 in Alta Gracia, Córdoba, Argentina. She is hosted 
by Ichikawa East Rotary Club, District 2790.

Years of  documentation might even create a “space of  contem-
plation” that can aid in peoples’ recovery. At the very least, the 
researcher hopes her documentation of  daily life can illustrate 
peoples dignity in Fukushima.

Allison (Alli) Kwesell is sponsored by the Rotary Club of  Chattanooga 
Breakfast, a part of  district 6780 in Tennessee, USA. She is hosted by 
Yokohama-Tsuzuki Rotary Club, District 2590.
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Peace Brings Rotarians Together
Rotary District 2780 Holds Conference in 
Kamakura

In the last quarter of  2012, Rotary District 2780 held its annual con-
ference, attended by more than 2,000 Rotarians from several clubs, and 
districts, accompanied by their family members. The conference took 
place in Kamakura, the ‘Kyoto of  Eastern Japan.’ Omotenashi no ko-
koro means ‘the spirit of  welcoming people’ and it was the theme of  
the conference, which promoted friendship and understanding among 
Rotary clubs.

Duang-ramon “Bee” Paaptanti and Heydee Márquez, Fellows 
from Class XI, spent two days engaging with Rotarians, as well as 
participating in meetings and activities. Bee and Heydee were hon-
ored to be invited by Rotary, along with Rotaract and Interact 
members, Alumni of  the Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Schol-
arship, Rotarians from various countries, and Rotary sponsored 
foreign students in both secondary and university level studies.

A highlight of  the conference was the interactive game Image of  
Peace. Within groups, each member wrote their definition of  
peace as interpreted through a photo supplied to them. At the 
end of  the activity, a collection of  photos from the groups illus-
trated the varied meanings of  the concept of  peace. It was a 
wonderful exercise to allow all in attendance to reflect on a con-
cept that is central to Rotary’s mission.
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Class XI Applied Field Experience Placements
Rotary International requires first year peace Fellows to engage in an Applied Field Experience (AFE) between the first and second terms of  
their studies. Possible AFE activities that fellows can pursue include a research project, internship, or other professional activities. Fellows of-
ten view their AFEs as an opportunity to gain practical work experience and explore career activities to facilitate their re-entry into the work-
force upon completion of  the Fellowship.

The locations around the world where Class XI Fellows will be for their AFEs.

Applied Field Experience
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Yuko Oaku:: Japan
Organization: ICU Service Learning Program & Northeast Asia Regional Peacebuilding  
Institute (NARPI)

Location: China and South Korea

Objective: Yuko will be accompanying a group of  ICU students on their service learning pro-
gram to perform an interactive evaluation in Nanjing. In Seoul, she will work as an intern for 
NARPI to prepare and organize their summer training for peace building. Through these experi-
ences, she hopes to gain practical experience in fostering mutual understanding through educa-
tion for youth in Northeast Asia.

Elizabeth Hang:: U.S.A
Organization: Gender and Development of  Cambodia (GADC)

Location: Cambodia

Objective:  Elizabeth’s research focuses on gender and development in post-conflict peace-
building. GADC is a local NGO in Phnom Penh, Cambodia that promotes advocacy for gender-
related issues at the policy level. During her AFE, she plans to conduct research on the various 
gendered strategies of  increasing security for women in Cambodia.

Butera Muhamed Mpira:: Rwanda
Organization: Jasarerah General Merchandise Limited

Location: Uganda

Objective: This company is a major dealer in general hardware materials (construction and do-
mestic) manufactured in Uganda and also imported abroad. The company is a major supplier to 
consumers from Rwanda, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of  Congo and the Republic of  
South Sudan. Medi will work closely with the senior management on the development of  the 
business plan, and observe how it contributes to all aspects of  peace. Medi will conduct qualita-
tive field research with one cooperative firm, and other related stakeholders as a major resource 
for vital data for his thesis.

Michael Angelo V. Liwanag:: Philippines
Organization: International Peace & Security Institute and UNESCO World Heritage Center

Location: Italy and France

Objective: Miko will be taking part in the International Peace & Security Institute’s Symposium 
on Conflict Prevention, Resolution and Reconciliation to be held at the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Paul Nitze School of  Advanced International Studies in Bologna, Italy. He will then intern 
at UNESCO’s World Heritage Center in Paris, France in order to explore how to incorporate 
conflict prevention and resolution policies and practices in the process of  conserving World 
Heritage Sites threatened by human conflict.
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Ashley Hollenbeck:: U.S.A
Organization: UNHabitat

Location: Vietnam

Objective: Ashley’s research at ICU has focused on strategies to foster sustainable watershed 
management, and ultimately improve regional governance. For her AFE, she will return to cen-
tral Vietnam, and resume work with local government agencies and UN-Habitat staff  to facili-
tate projects to promote climate change adaptation and improved water management. Essential-
ly, this project aims to promote and implement participatory, local level-solutions to respond to 
the increasing stresses from climate change, which are in alignment with Vietnam’s forward-
thinking policy on natural resource management.

Zachary Garinger:: U.S.A
Organization: CARE International

Location: Ecuador

Objective: : Zach will be supporting the “Women, Rights, and Governance on the Northern 
Border of  Ecuador” project to organize local leaders to develop a strategic plan that will impact 
local and national policy initiatives in Imbabura province. Together with leaders from the local 
community, they will work to create an advocacy plan, as well as collect testimonies of  refugee 
women in the area. Apart from his time with CARE, Zach will collect data on Ecuador’s nation-
al development policy Buen Vivir (Good Living) to analyze its programs in terms of  alternatives 
to neoliberal development.

Kaori Uno:: Japan
Organization: TBA

Location: U.S.A

Objective: Kaori is planning to receive trainings at several non-profit educational institutions in 
the U.S during her AFE period. The educational programs that she focuses on are mainly based 
on the idea of  applying positive psychology for social change, e.g. positive leadership develop-
ment program for youth. By receiving the trainings, she is hoping to introduce the methods of  
trainers’ training in Japan in near future.

Duang-ramon Paaptanti:: Thailand
Organization: Transcultural Psychosocial Organization (TPO)

Location: Nepal and U.S.A.

Objective: In Nepal, Duang-ramon will be conducting a psycho-social project with Bhutanese 
refugees in order to foment resiliency in post-conflict populations. In New York, she is hoping 
to work at The Office of  the United Nations Ombudsman and Mediation Services (UNOMS) 
to explore comprehensive aspects of  mediation services, including research on topics related to 
mediation, case management, and comparative studies.

Applied Field Experience
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Siri Ekbom:: Sweden
Organization: DEMO

Location: Nepal

Objective: During her internship, Siri will assist DEMO, an apolitical and areligious organiza-
tion, with its newest program Gender Equality in Politics. This program’s aim is to encourage 
the pluralistic and representative democracy in Nepal by supporting cross-party forums for dia-
logue, promote the use of  non-violent activities for transformation, and increase the capacity of  
women to engage in political processes. Siri has been invited to assist the district level trainings 
that bring together political movements to increase gender equality in politics in Nepal. Further-
more, Siri will conduct field research for her thesis which will focus on the reintegration process 
of  former female Maoist combatants in Nepal.

Jacob Kahemele:: Tanzania
Organization: All Saints Anglican School

Location: Australia

Objective: Jacob will join a team of  staff  in Service Learning and Chaplaincy Sections. Within 
Service Learning he expects to learn and contribute in the effort to offer students with the op-
portunity to actively engage with both local and global communities and learn the importance 
of  acts of  service. With his Christian Ministry background, Jacob believes this will be a good 
opportunity to work with the Chaplaincy section at ASAS and learn the best practices for stu-
dents to explore Christianity. Both these opportunities echo well with his professional plans after 
the Fellowship period at ICU, which is to engage in programs and activities that focus on Child 
Protection and Child Development.

Flynn Jebb:: U.S.A/Canada
Organization: Groundviews and Oxfam India

Location: Sri Lanka and India

Objective: Flynn is planning to split her time between Sri Lanka and India during her AFE. In 
Sri Lanka, she plans to work with Groundviews, a citizen journalism website founded by a 2004 
Peace Fellow alum, based at the Center for Policy Alternatives in Colombo. In New Delhi, she 
plans on working on digital media outreach programming with Oxfam India.

Heydee Márquez Zabala:: Venezuela
Organization: TBA

Location: Colombia

Objective: Heydee is expecting to work for an International NGO specialized in Transitional 
Justice in post-conflict countries. She plans to take time to conduct research in Colombia on the 
“Peace Law and Justice” and its impact on the current demobilization of  paramilitary groups.
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Peace Begins with You
Rotary Global Peace Forum

The session provided attendees with a firm understand-
ing of  the Peace Fellow program and the great work it 
achieves, as well as demonstrated the professional diver-
sity among Fellows via short presentations from Class XI 
Fellows Muhamed Butera, a trained unarmed civilian 
peacekeeper, Ashley Hollenbeck, an environmental water 
resource management practitioner, and Michael Angelo 
V. Liwanag, an architect working for the conservation of  
culturally significant heritage sites. The second half  of  
the Peace Fellow session allowed attendees to participate 
in small group discussions with Fellows from Classes X 
and XI to discuss their personal definitions of  peace and 
how to work toward peace.

Class XI Fellow, Zach Garinger said, “Our session was a 
wonderful opportunity to create a bridge between the 
work we do as Peace Fellows with the initiatives and inter-
ests of  the diverse group of  Rotarians in attendance, as 
well as a nice way to actively participate with the members 
of  Rotary International who support and provide us [Fel-
lows] with the academic opportunity to develop ourselves 
professionally.”

The Rotary Global Peace Forum concluded its three-city series 
in Hiroshima, Japan from May 17 to 18, 2013. Previous confer-
ences were held in Berlin, Germany and Honolulu, Hawaii, 
USA. The three chosen settings share in common their impor-
tance as iconic cities in human history, which is precisely the 
reason for their selection.

The intention of  the forums was to create a starting point for 
action and cooperation in the name of  peace. The theme for 
the Hiroshima assembly was “Peace Begins with You” and rep-
resentatives from Rotary’s New Generations programs and 
program alumni joined Rotarians in sessions to engage in dia-
logue strategizing new ideas and plans for Rotarians and youth 
to work for Peace through Service.

Due to the extraordinary generosity of  donations from various
Rotary clubs throughout Japan, Class XI Peace Fellows attend-
ed the two-day conference, and the Japanese Rotary Host Area 
Liaison Committee kindly provided the funding for Class X 
Peace Fellows to join. Apart from their involvement in the pre-
forum workshops and the plenary forum sessions, the Peace 
Fellows organized and presented their own session during the 
Paul Harris Luncheon Meeting titled “Investment in, Contrib-
uting to, and Understanding PEACE: Personal Perspectives 
from Rotary Peace Fellows and You.”

Rotary International President, Tanaka Sakuji opened the 
Peace Fellow’s session with a short speech, affirming that the 
Rotary World Peace Fellowship and Polio Plus are the two 
most important projects Rotary International has undertaken. 
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HIROSHIMA
Peace Fellows Visit Historical Sites
The ICU Rotary Peace Center’s annual trip to Hiroshima coincided 
this year with the final installment of  the Rotary Global Peace Fo-
rum, from May 17 to 18, 2013. Invited by Hiroshima Rotarians, 
Class XI commenced a two-day tour of  historical and cultural sights, 
joined by Rotary Peace Center Committee Chair (District 2750) and 
president-elect of  the Mitaka Rotary Club, Yoichiro Miyazaki and 
his wife Eiko Miyazaki. Class XI was very thankful to have their 
genki company and unending support throughout their time in Hi-
roshima.

The twelve Fellows from Class XI had the chance to visit Hiroshi-
ma’s Peace Memorial Park and museum. The visit to the park was 
preceded with a wreath laying ceremony at the main memorial, led 
by Rotary International President Sakuji Tanaka and the Rotary 
Foundation Trustee Chairman Wilfrid J. Wilkinson. Afterward, Fel-
lows explored the museum exhibits and partook in a guided tour of  
the park grounds’ various sites.

The second day, despite a steady mist of  rain, Class XI took a ferry 
to Miyajima and explored Itsukushima Shrine and its charming sur-
roundings; a highlight of  the whole Hiroshima experience for many 
of  the Fellows. The sight of  the Ootorii Gate was breathtaking and 
the grilled oysters were unparalleled.

Class XI left Hiroshima with a wider view and enriched appreciation 
of  the beauty of  Japan, its history and culture. As always, we are 
ever grateful for such deep and meaningful life experiences, enabled 
by the generosity of  countless Rotarians.

25

Annual Hiroshima Trip



Jan Nemecek (Czech Republic)

Rotary Peace Fellow Class I (2002-2004)

Being a Rotary World 
Peace Fellow has been 
fundamental for fur-
thering my profession-
al development, and an 
incredibly enriching 
experience on a per-
sonal level. Studying in 
Argentina gave me the 

opportunity to familiarize myself  with the historical, 
political, economic and social realities of  Latin Amer-
ica, as well as international relations, political econo-
my, and conflict resolution, among others. It also gave 
me an invaluable experience to share two incredible 
years with twelve talented people from various coun-
tries. Each and everyone was passionate about peace 
and social justice and wanting to make the world a 
better place.

After my initial engagement with the European Par-
liament, I started working with the European Com-
mission Delegation in Venezuela, in its Political Sec-
tion, and later assumed the role of  Coordination 
Officer with the United Nations Development Pro-
gram in the Dominican Republic, where I have been 
working for the past four years. Without a doubt, the 
Rotary Peace Fellowship was a cornerstone for my 
future development. I would highly recommend con-
sidering this important Fellowship to anyone consid-
ering a career in peace and conflict resolution, devel-
opment, or academia.

Nelson Sanz-Cadena

(Venezuela)

Rotary Peace Fellow Class IX 

(2010-2012)

After graduating 
from the Rotary 
Peace Center at 
ICU, Nelson 
S a n z - C a d e n a 
moved to Ade-
laide, Australia. 
He became in-
volved in volun-

teering activities with local organiza-
tions working with refugees. Soon 
after his arrival, Nelson started work as 
a Caseworker at the Migration Support 
Program, led by the Australian Red 
Cross. This is a program supporting 
asylum seekers arriving to Australia 
with access to affordable housing, 
healthcare, and education. Nelson en-
joys working closely with refugees 
coming from countries such as Af-
ghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Sri Lanka and 
Vietnam. “My abilities to communi-
cate cross-culturally and analytically 
have been essential to excel in my cur-
rent role with the Australian Red 
Cross”, Nelson said.

Recently, Nelson has been asked to act 
in a higher duty position as Team 
Leader, providing leadership and sup-
port to five caseworkers in the Com-
munity Detention program. “Living, 
studying, and working with Rotary 
Peace Fellows, from all walks of  life 
during my time at ICU, allowed me to 
develop a strong sense of  connection 
and empathy with people from differ-
ent cultural backgrounds, which I 
think has contributed positively to 
adapt to my new job, as well as re-
spond effectively to the needs of  the 
group of  people we support at the or-
ganization.”

Nelson continues his involvement 
with the Rotary community in Austra-
lia. He has had the opportunity to visit 
four Rotary clubs in Adelaide and he 
has been invited to present at three 
Rotary clubs about his experience as a 
Peace Fellow. Nelson has recently par-
ticipated in the Rotary Peace Forum 
organized by Rotary Clubs of  Districts 
9500 and 9520 in February 2013.
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Rotary Peace Center Staff
Director: Masaki Ina
Associate Director: Giorgio Shani
G.S. Office Manager: Yasuyuki Otake
Coordinator: Satoko Ohno
Assistant Coordinator: Yae Shimizu

Contact Information
Rotary Peace Center
International Christian University
3-10-2 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8585
Tel +81 422 33 3681
Fax +81 422 33 3688
rotary@icu.ac.jp
http:subsite.icu.ac.jp/rotary

Special thanks to ICU graduate student Xu
Qian for the Class XI biography photos.
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