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コロンビア・ソアチャ地区における高校生の紛争解決、共感性、 

と攻撃性の関連 

 

Peace education is globally known as a way to contribute to peace and 

development, and as an efficient tool for peacebuilding and conflict prevention 

(Quaker Council for European Affairs, 2019). The Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) include Target 4.7 of SDG No. 4,1 which states that by 2030, students should 

have access to knowledge and skills to promote sustainable development, including 

education for human rights, and the promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence.  

Based on the conflict resolution approach to peace education, the present 

research will explore conflict resolution in students as the main variable. Besides, two 

more variables will be included in the study: empathy and aggression. These two 

variables were chosen for being part of the Global Citizenship Education approach 

adopted by the Colombian Ministry of National Education, and also for being 

dimensions integrated into the skills that the Ministry decided to foster in all schools 

in the country. 

Relationships among conflict resolution, empathy, and aggression were 

examined in 333 students (10 – 20 years old) from three schools in Soacha2, Colombia. 

The purpose of this study was two fold: (a) to examine the relationships between 

conflict resolution, empathy, and aggression, among high school students, and (b) to 

draw the theoretical and practical implications that these relationships can have on 

peace education programs in Colombia.  

The central hypotheses of this study were: (a) conflict resolution is associated 

positively with empathy; (b) conflict resolution is associated negatively with 

aggression; (c) empathy is associated negatively with aggression; (d) high capacity of 

                                                        
1 SDG No. 4: "Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all." 
2 Soacha is an autonomous town located in the region of Cundinamarca, in the southern outskirts of the 
Colombian capital, Bogota. 



empathy will be a predictor variable of conflict resolution; (e) female students tend to 

score higher in conflict resolution, empathy, and indirect aggression than male 

students; and (f) male students tend to use more aggressive strategies and score 

higher in direct aggression than female students.  

The results of the study showed: (a) positive correlations between conflict 

resolution and empathy; (b) negative correlations between conflict resolution and 

aggression; (c) negative correlations between empathy and aggression; (d) empathy 

was the predictor that had the most significant influence on conflict resolution, 

followed by indirect aggression; (e) female students score higher in conflict resolution 

skills and empathy than male students; (f) male students use more aggressive 

strategies overall. However, female students score higher in indirect aggression. 

Theoretical and practical implications for peace education programs in Colombian 

schools were noted.  

Enriching empirical data and evaluation allows to identify best practices, 

recognize mistakes and opportunities for improvement, show empirical results and 

diagnoses, give substantial evidence to funders, and above all, improve the quality of 

the programs we offer to children and adolescents. Measuring these skills enables 

giving proof to schools, NGOs, governments, policymakers, and the educational 

research and peacebuilding community, about whether peace education programs are 

effectively generating change and reducing violence. 

 


